August 3, 1951.

Mr. James B, Pirach,

Department of Bacteriology,

St. Louis University School of Medicins,
St. Louis 4, io.

Dear ir. Pirsch:

I should be happy to accede to your request for prolineless matants of
E. coli, expressed in your letter of August 1. However, we Jave only a few
such mutants, mostly in combination with other auxctrophic changes in stocks
designed for use in crossing experiments. Unless there 1s some speclal virtue
in working with mutants in strain K-12 or its interfertile relatives, the
mtants we have could be of very 1ittls use to you. May I suggest some otler
workers who are likely to have larger collections of prolineless mutants in
othsr strains, and who may well have done scme work with them themselves:

Dr. D. M, Bonner and Dr. S. 3igmonds, Osbern Botanical Laboratory,
Yale University, New Haven, Conn.
Dr. B, D. Davis, Tbe. Research laboratory, 411 E. 69 Strest, New York 4,

Dr. J. Gots, Dept. Bactericlogy, U. of Penna. School of Medicine,
Philadelphia 4.

If our few K~12 mutents are indispensable to you, or if I can be of anyt
further assigtance, plsease lat me know.

Your sincerely,

" Joshua Lederberg,
Agscceiate Professor of Genetics.



