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December 16, 1956

Professor Iaoézi_;grd->
Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics

Mo d cnmonml e odh MNLE
VL YBIDLYY Wb wilivapou

Chicago 37, Illinois
Dear Szilards

Bach year, the Graduate Bioclogical Division of the University of
Wisconsin sponsors s visit by an outstanding scientist to the various
departments engaged in blological research on this cempus, As a rule
we ask that the visiting lecturer spend two or three days here, to
allow a leisurely contect with his friends and colleagues here. We
also ask that he give a public lecture on a topic of general biclogical
interest, in addition to ocne or more special lectures or seminars for
more specialized greups. We have available a stipend of $300 to serve
for an honerarium and expenses,

On bebalf of the lectureship ccomittee, I would like to extend a
formal invitation to you for this lecture-visit, and to add my own
urgent solicltatiens for your aceeptance. We are sspecially interested
in your views on the nature and prospects of "Thecretical Bielogy® and
hope you would censider this an appropriate teopic for the genersl dis-

- cussion, I myself have heard many comments frem you in this area, and

hope the time may be ripe for a more systematic exposition. I hesitate
to make eny comcrete suggestions of a specific tepie, since you have
warked in so many aresg that would be of immediate interest to various
of my colleagues here.

I can assure you of the warm and receptive spirit in which you, and
your remarks in a difficult area of speculation, would be bdebedyedpdand
can add to them my own hopes, and those of yeur other good friends here,
that you will be abls to accept this invitation.

We would like, as far as possible, to suit your cenvenienee in
scheduling the visit, However, Esther afid I will be away ourselves for
nost of March, and the Spring recess extends April 19-28, May I open

our discussion, then, by suggesting the intervals April 1-15, or May 1-15,

for your first considerastion, perhaps preferablyhthe former,

Yours sincerely,

‘Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetics



