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Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, President
National Acsdemy of Sciences
2101 Conatitution Avenue, H.¥W.
Washington 25, D. C.

Degxr Dr. Bronk:

Dr. Joshua Lederberg, Chalrmen of the Department of Medleal Cenetics
at the University of Wisconsin, has sent me a copy of his extreordinasrily
interesting and important statement on "Cosmic Microbiclogy.” I strongly
endorse his view thsat we now have an opportunity to translate into sober
scientific study the hitherto nebulous and metephysical speculations with
respect to the origin of iife on this and other planets.

The exploration of outer space, and more specifically of the moon,
will shortly become a reality. The plans for thaet expioration will
cert.inly include a survey of possible microfliora. Unforitunately, the
opportunities for study may be developing faster than our plans to realize
them. The immediscy of the problem is underscored by the proposals to
bombard the moon with atomic missiles. This would obviously impair and
perhaps forever destroy that opportunity for basgic microblclogical explora-
tion which Dr. Lederberg has ocutlined.

As President of the NHatlional Academy of Bclences you are in s position
to know what can and should be done to implement such a program. Dr. Lederber;
hes suggested the sppointment of an ad hoc committee of the Nationsl Acadenmy
of Sclences on extra-terrestrisl microblology; and it seems 1o me also that
the consldered recommendations of such & committes, spesking for the Mational
Academy of Sciences, would carry more welght with those who determine policy
than those of any other group.

I very much hope that you will give Dr. lederberg's suggestion the
serious considerstion which I think it deserves.

Sincerely yours,

Harry Zegle
President
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