Plsage reply tos
GENETICS BUILDING

June 23, 1952

Dr. Thomds Gold
Harvard College Observatory
Cembridse, Mass,

Dear Dr, @olds

I have heard ot second or third hand of your ianterest in the lunar
dust, as expreossed at the Denver meetings 1n April., I am sorry not ite
have leoarned of this sarlier, es Dean Cowie and I recently wrote & seni-
popular article for Sglence on soane possible objectives for blochemical
ressarch in lunar investigation, I hope you will not find this too amo-
taurish from an estronomical point of view; we did not find too much in
the literature on the problem of the lunar dust. This art¥tle 1s schednizd
to appear very socny I believe that Dr, Mensel may alse have & copy taat
Professor Davis maey have forwarded to him.

What I an writing to ask you sbout is whether you have cellected &
bibliography on the auestion of lunar Ikst, and if so whether you could
send me & cony of 1t (or I will have 1t copled and prompily retura it).

I rather from one of the weekly newspaper magszine sections tiui your
collsagus, Dr, Whipple, has written a peperrexpressing rather negative
views o1 the sane question., I havent'd seen any of the content, ™ut would
suppose that the evaporation of molecular fragments split from metecritic
grains by soler ultraviolst migsht come into the picture. {(Tis ni-ht mean
we would have to loox in 2 ghaded ecrevice for the aturi welre interested
in,) In any case, I am looking forwarded to seeinz the detailed =r.uments.

Yours sincerslir,

Joshua lederborg
Professor of Genetics



