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507 Eugenia Avenus
Madison 5, Wisconsin

June 18, 1957

Dr. A, D. Eorahv
Blological Laborutoriss

o Gold Spring Harbor, L.I., N.X.
"Dcar Ay;.

Ik am wp J,ing this an parsonal atationery to cnpha.aizo the informal context

'ot nh:n:. h:iag ..0 aa .nj.d

Bevera} af us at ’fiiacanain have. ﬁhmlght ’that 1t would be a wonderful thing for
tha university 1f you could be enticed to join our faculiy. This conempt has
been vary snthusiastically seconded by a great many of our {riends and colleagues,

© aml thers remala Just tuo hurdlies: ths Lrastical mozis of supperting 2 conorete
~ proposal, aund ~anv1ncmg you cf 16 asrit.

- Ne have gong juat fm* enough on the Lirst of whsge tn:x‘b i t;nougm it important

" to c;emmx.zuate uith you, before you heard aboub it anyhow, rrobably discortedly,

through the gravevins,

The occcasion of our prewvent hopes 1s the release of half of my own salary by
my move froam tis Department of Genetics in tne School of Agriculture, %o a new

- Departgent of Medical Genetics in the Sechool of Medicine. I am keeping a half-time

appointment in Genetics as ons mebns of mulntalning the very cluse liasion in the
programs of the dwo deparizents. The Geneldss Departrsnt has unenimously voted

a comnitment of thess funds towards a proposal for yourself, and is acttve],y
seeking the balance that would be necessary for an eminent prufessorship. Our
general thought is your appciatment aé Professor of Qenetics. However, joint ap-
pointuents beiwssn depariments are not unusual here and might be dictated either
by financial considerations, or your own expressed intereste. The Blochemistry

department 1s evidently wiiling %o offer wery ample apace in ita own excellent

facilitdes, a new wing that has just been constructed next door to the Genetics
Building. (Barring any moves in sn altogeihier different dikection, my own lab.
will move to a new ressarch wing at the medleal school in the fall of 1958 or
early 1959. Tpis is about tm-eo blocks away.) : :

OQur main concern in this plan is to furnish the best ooportunity and environ-
ment for ressarch aad gradvate training in the fieid ot your own interest. If the
plan materlalizes, I would imigine its greabest appeal for you would be the uni-
veridty =tmosphere. In additlon, there is every reason why it shouid also be finan-
clally at.t,mcti're to you, & I wili not take time now to extol Mudison as a place
to live.

I am personally very optinmistic that we cun ciewr the remaining hurdles on our
side. However, they will involve enough legwork und cdiscussion with a number of
people, that I would not want to go ahead without sam slight encouragement from
you. I can hurcly expect a definite stuterent to a nebulous ueztion, but this
would be an opportunity for you to say (if you felt it as I hore you don't) that
you wers too deeply rooted where you are to even consider uny alternative arrange-
ments. If I did notbthink the prospects were good for a very attractive setup, I
would not bother you at this point. However, as you know these matters have to



't

olear thrwgh many shannels, so for the time being they should be kept between

_ourselves, as far as t.hh is posaible.

It would, of course, be best if we could have some occaslon to discuss this

- at 3loser hand. Would you be open to visiting Madison some time in July? (Esther

and I are leaving for 3-4 months in Australia August 1.) While waitdng to hear
from you, I will see if an fivitation can be backed up by travelling expenses,

a8 I an sure dmprumeid, 1t would,

I don't have to tell you what a deligh® 4t would bs to me peraonally ir t.hil
arrangenent worked out. In weltdag this, I've beon afrald of greassing you if a
more deiiberate seply might be nure encouraging. I have ulsc to be careful not
to ovarsten ths bounds of propriety- T'm sure you undersband.

A Yours,

/;,f/"?/ ',;'/,‘ e
Jozhua Lederberg



