
#oveaber 25, 1955 

Dear &wet 

I was delighted to hear from you. f have been hoping for somu time 
to have your extended commsnte on the draft I cent you, but perhapa I 
&m&mstood. But this hasn’t been tJm bottlenee I simply have had the 
moat horrible tlm all year juat trying to keep ith daily affaim, 
and feel rather like Aliae in her race with the Red (or wae it White) &men. 
Ifhen I muld get a few minutea, I have been poring over my notes (they are 
almost unintelligible to m now) and trying to aumaariz;e the pedigree8 to 
romplate the tables. 

d 
a&ree it ia about t&w to stop temporizing, and I 

will do my beat, auc it ia. Dut my affairs have been especially frantic 
the last couple of months- my father has been critiaally ill in holspital, 
a& X’ve had to take time to go east to see him, and a few weeks ago we 
moved out of &met&m to the z#w Bact. mbdilaing, just for a ibm mnths 
while they do the long awaited remodeU.ng of our lab. in Cenetica. 

At any rate, I don’t think I have mch to add to tlm traila story, having 
done very few experimnta since our laet correspondenae. I just have to admit 
that from my own data on 2%666, I could reach no very definite conclueiona 
a8 to the identity of TP; and you may very well have done better. I tried 
for quite a well to identify E cells by their hoped for motilit;r in vieooua 
media (mthooel solutio@) but got bo definite result there. Have you looked 
for E cells in a ~V-666 x- 
discrimination). 

system yourself? (I man, of course, a phanotypic 

As to publication, I am very eorry that E have held you up so 10~~ (thou h 
perhaps you share q ho-ox of putting together this sort of data for prM ‘f 
and it Inieht be unfair for me to reetrain you. I would be delightsd if we 
could get our respective maa. together, but f feel rather strongly that one, 
at lea&, of the papers ought to be in Cenetiq. Can I budge you on that. 
Do you think there might still be soae possibility of joining forces? I would 
leave it to you whether you think you can draft a joint contribution that 
would eabody the 8en6e, content and style of our respective drafts- if you 
think so, I would be vary happy to consider that further. There are three al- 
ternatives : 

1) Such a joint paper (if you think you can reconcile ouz$&iating veraiom. 

2,) Separate papera, jointly preeented-- in &met&m? 

3) Separate paper8 , separately presented, presumably in &X+4 and Cenetias 
re ape0 tive ly . 

As to 3)) I. would cay only that the fact of our oollaboaation has already been 
recorded in the various S’s, SkL’s, L&S’s and L@a by way of preliminary aaoounts; 
there might be acJ mch virtue in reaching two audiences. 

But the main point& is to get this m&& out one way or another! If either 



of us could protice a fini&ed ms., 
ermlate him (i.e., you). 

perhape it would provoke the other to 

I didn't, understand one item in your letter: what mea-: H....as the level 
for diecriminating E from non-E It? Did you intend to write in a m number? 

My regards to the Dernateina ard thanks to her for the culture, which has been 
filed. 

Well, let me knoxv what your (by now long oonsidereda opinion will be on l-2-3 
above. At any rate, do not let me hold you up any longer: if you are ready to 
publish on your own, and would prefer not to wait for me any longer, don’t hold 
bask. I heneatly don't know when I will be able to complete my end of the writing, 
perhqe I could by t&e end of the year (oonsidering all known interferences in sight), 

As to lab., 3'~ been almost a str&nger to it since the e-r. I'm trying 
to clecan up same loose ende cn conjugal pairs, and to construct home diploid stocks 
to use for routine arossing, but this has been frustnatingly slow. Iino has been 
polishing up phase variation, and has pretty well nailed down the H locue, as the 
site of the llahange in eti3tet1. I hope you're not the kind of friend&r correspondent 
that demands a none-for-one exchange. If Esther or I haven't written (should that 
be hasn't?), it's for sseariness rather than indifferenoe.It has been our epecial 
lament not to have seen you for eo long, but (aa pop may not get another from us 
in$ time) Happy Christmas anyhow. 

Do give my regards to Felix too, ahould you see him, 

Wearily, as usual. 


