VBreh 1, 1951.

Dr. Co Ae Stuart,
Department of Biology,
Brown University,
Providence, . I.

Dear trofessor Stuart:

Thank you for the collsction of 40 cultures of Eacherichia cold
recently sent. They are being tested now for their capacity to recom-
bine genetically with strain kel2. We are quite interested in the be-
havior of seroclogieal differences, end I am pleased to note your offer
of assistance in the oreliminary nhesea. I wil) taks anothsr vesl: or
two to complete the initlal and cfirmatory tests, and I will regerve
the opnortunity to write again in a week or w0,

figne of tha 40 culturee fermented ocellobiome, which ie probably as
good a single index ss porsible of their charscter ae E, coli. I am
atill looking, wnsuccessfully, for a methyl-red-noaltive, nongurmr,
eoliform which ferments celloblose strengly. None of 300 culturee from
various sources has fulfilled this criterion ao far.

1 am disappointed to learn {or so I infar} that you did net have e
intact collection of the coliforms which wers the bagis of the napers
from your laboratory on the taxenomy of the group. ‘lowever, I hove I mnm
not unduly pressing the point if I indiocate an interest in any of the
aberrant forrms which you may have retained, even if thev lack the detailed
enalysie pgiven these first 40 cultures.

Concerning the question of remmeration to the ATCC, I sympathize with
ita desnlorable straiis, and hona 14 can achieve the Pfinanciel stability
nacessary to preserve its service to bacteriologists. Our project is not
specifically budgeted for cultures, but a purchase order could hs written
for them. However, the funds are under the immediste control of owr busi-
ness off'ice, and they require an invoice for payment. If you would wish
40 act a3 payes, I will bs glad to use your bhill sre the hasis for such an
invoics.

The packare in which the oultures were ohipred atirsctad »y empirical
intereat. Can you tell me where and how I might purchase eome sirmilar con-
tainers:

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Lederberg,
Assoclate Profensor of Genetics



