Novamser 7, 1558

Hr. Kichael tisanti
Mr. Fred Finkelstein
The Spectator

mgﬂi‘_s‘g School
345 East Y15th Street

New York 15, New York
Dear Messrs. Lisanti and Finkelstein:

Thank you very much for your cordial telegram, It is heartwaming
to be remembered by my old high school to which | owe so much.

it would please me very much if you could print the following statement
in some future edition of the 'Spectator . | would also be obliged tc
you if you would send me a copy of the issues in which my name has appeared.

The occasion of the Nobel Award gives me a welcome opportunity to express

my deep appreciation for the educational opportunity | had as a former
student at Stuyvesant High School. This experience ranked equally important
with every other aspect of my training. In my own opinion Stuyvesant High
School has offered @ curriculum whose value for preparation for scientific
work can scarcely be mathed anywhere in the world. In large part, of course,
tihis must be credited to the selfless interest and zeal of your teachers, who
perform @ task whose difficulty @ student can never realize until he under-
takes it for himself. 1In addition to this, the program at Stuyvesant High
School is exemplary and unique by furnishing not only a first class academic
curriculum with many epportunities for elective cholces in relatively advanced
subjects, but equally importently in alsc requiring a considerable amowmt of
technical end shop training whose benefits in later experimental work cn
hardly be overestimated. 1 know ¢f no other school which has the facilities
and furnishes the opportunities for this balanced type of program and, since
technical manual skilis are extremely important in scientific work to provide
the means of aexecution of intellectual insights they should not be neglected.

During my own traning at Stuyvesant ancther important element was the
extracurricular science club programs. At that time these were not weill
financ3d and we were only barely able to scrape along with the very liaited
funds then available. | can only hope that (liis situation has improved since
that time.

A glence at the roster of achievement of Stuyvesant alumni is encugh to
prove to the workd the remarkeble place that Stuyvesant High School has
occupied in training future leaders of scientific, technical znd medicel work.
Many cheers and best regards.

Youre sincerely,

Joshua Lederserg ‘4l
Professor of Medical Genatics
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