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Joshua Lederbderg Fo L ————
Hadison, ¥Wisconwin
January 2, 19%7

Ir. Josevh Lein
Bristel ladoratories Inec.
Syracuse, Yew York

Dear Joes

Thank you for your mesgage of ths 18th which was here on ocur return from
a very pleasant trip to the Vest Coast.

1 am delighted %0 hear that you are taking up this proposal for a aew
aprroachh to chemotherapeutic sereening. This hss to be all right in prineipal,
Wt of course thers s a serious question as 40 how teo reduce it to effective
practice. The best one can do is exastly what you contemplate, namely, give %
an smpirical trial. It will take some thought, of course, and rerhaps some random
sffory, to work out the best working procadurs,

You asked me to give soms attention to tumor chemotherany. TRis is not
something that one can be very hopeful adout. I am enclesing s reprint dy Latarjet
which you might be interested to look at a» it summarises some of the most effective
arguments. If thers is a break-through, it is likely to e sither on s vurely
empirical basis, or on the basis of some pPrinecipal which has not yet begome apuarent.
At this stage of the game therefors, it might even be worthwhile to consider using
the substitutiona) chemotherapy approach (for lack of a better term for the preposal
I sent you befors). I know of ne particular reason why this should work but that
may be no dar to trying it. That would simply mean dolng the saze thing to, eay,
sxtracts or powvders of Ascites tumor celle as you ars vreparing to do with

goli. At least this is no less likely to work than any othsyr rational
chenotherapsutic approach now being exploited.

1 was disappointad to hear that your DAF sulfonic amalog has not vanned
out. I would be very mueh interested to ses how this wvorks ae a growth faector for
the corresponding mtant. It might de vowsidle to domonstrate s commetitive
antagonism on the matant even though the compouné alone was not an sffeetive inhiditor
for the wild tyve. I will be quits happy to send you a culture of the mutant for your
own use as woll 1f you s%ill want 1. We havs some troudle keeping it going hecause
of a rather freguent reversion and this is ths only discoursgement I would give to
you about {t. We have been able to vurchase soms DAF commercially frem the Mann
Research Laboratories, 136 Lidery 3treet, Vew York 6, N.Y. at $10.00 per gram. Ve
have not yet had sn opportunity to assay the dlological activity of their vrevarstion.
This relmes the question of the stereocheaical svecificitsy of your synthetie material,
1d your route of synthesis insure that you have a mixture of all of the stareo~
isomers, or at lsast a significant preopertion of the naturally oecurring fora or its
snalog?

I will do as you say as regards the Volcewriter.

I am somewhat tied u» nov an account of the paper work that has sccumulatsd
during our trip and so will cleses. This should take mo great time to get over. ¥ith
best wishes for the New Year.

Yours sinecerely,

Joshua
F
I haven't heard anything from you one way or the other as conceras the military
applications of the anti-perspirant, I doa't want to oress this om you if you have
reached o definite decision one way or the other, but I'd hate to see something like
that aimply overlooked or forgotien, if omly for patrictie reasons, 7



inmight st1ll he possible here. This accumulatkon of 'offers' seems to be autocatalytic,
and has no tranquilizing effect on us or our work. We did have a very pleasant trip
to California over New Years, but were able to enjoy it primarily by agreeing to
postpons serious discussions until we got home, namsly now.

In some ways the Berkeley possibility is the most attractive —-at least to be matched
with the medical genetics at Wisconsin. However, we are very much in a quandary.

So we can exchange sympathles,

I would very much want to discuss these matters with you; however, please use your
discretion in publicizing them-- only because it gets rather wearing to be challenxged
with demands and comments, as you will probably have learned tco.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua lLederberg



