
- 
;I4 &ll, 

. . 
I’ve jusr retukned f;am-a faiklv‘long session at kHO/Centvar which BCI 

YOU knew had Preemrated my mrrticlostlon et the SlJHEX=AIM werkshoo, I hope soon 
t0 be brIefad bv mv colleegueS here en how that rent! meanwhlle I seek vour 
advlee on some other matters related to WHO, 

MabIer (the still faiplv ‘hew! director-general of WHO) has asked me 
to return In September far 213 weeks to serve as an informal staif to him In 
thinkfng through WHOis new ot!entatlon for the next 5 years, As you may know he 
tS a Pqssfonate -- ape darersay ‘driven’ -- peraonalitv detarmined to do 
something eOnsequentla1 for aubllc health, regardless of Dolftieal obstacles 
to him, He has not been too keen en research as an answerr but has gradually 
been reaedueatedabout releyancer particularly in response to some new 
fnjttrtfves that a groyp of u8 ksve been formulating about ~oarasitlc~ disease 
whfch of cour8e pradom4nates so (ntanselv In the poort tropical sountrles, 
Therp are also some very exciting new develooments about the use of genetic 
hybrids of-E, co14 x balao~alla typhir rnd analogous th4ngs with cholera and 
dvsenterv for Producing live-vaccines for these large scale kfllers, 

For how all this haa little to do wtth SUMEX-AIM, eonaidertng how 
diffleult It la to get much lower levels of soph4rt4crt4on to an operational 
level [though I think our teleconferencing could be used to very greet 
effjcacy and economy in the wav WHO works irom day to day? and I am very sure 
there will be many other wr(nkles,l 

What.1 am asking-you about Is whe in NIH I might be talking to 
Isuietly11 for sources of rrdlcal new but eood ideas in world health programs, 

There Is nothIng to limft this to lab, rerearch) in faet Mahler hlmself is 
mortly focussed on health~SLRVICES and m6nbower urqradinq, as YOU might (maglne 
but there are no fixed limits to the dlscuaslon, 

It 4s Tot settled that I will take this en Lit would be a subrtanttal 
bfte Into my time and energy durjnq the next year]! this depends mostly on 
whether I can formulate any Ideas that I would give mueh credit to myself, 
But it does seem like a botentiallv highryield ooportunity ta resoond to a 
tremendous challrnge, 

In some Y(IYSI the WO!LD herlth system would be easier to model into 
en inductive InfeFertce Plrnnfng system than more local fssues, because one 
would be work#ng onjv wtth thsVlarser-scale concepts -- but I have no illus(ons 
about being able to Program this very usefully at the oresent level of our 
a?ta But to Illustrate ap exrmple pf ~eomb~natarfal~ (heneo meehanltable) 
fn+eFcncer It did oceuy to me to look into WHO trying to aoonaor a pharma- 
ceutical development ooaperative Industry, to be a publie-sector response to 
the kfnds of problems that private-enteror!se twlth FDA on Its back1 is 
really rtructurally unabla tb handle, 

Need I sry that TESTING such hypotheses 4s perhaos even more diffdeult 
than a molecular fermu!a in DENDRALI 
Josh 


