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near Josh: 

I write to inqire whether you would be interested in joining a new 
works~pt~twearede~lopingatthecenter. Theworkshopwill focus on 
problems of "decisior+making under conditions of uncertainty." we hope to 
have roughly 25rqlar participants wb aredrzwnfranvarious departments 
and schools thr~out the University, as well as fran other miversities 
in the New YcxkMetr~litan area. 

I believethatthe Mriols problens that fall under the general rubic 
of dacisiorr-making under conditiarr; of uncertaintyarecentral to the 
social scienes today. Mu=h work is being done on these poblens already, 
butmu=hmareneeds tobe done. The study of these problems also links 
potentiallythe various natural adsocial science communities. Acentral. 
questionthatwill guiQ mu=h of our workwill b: Huv do individuals, 
organizations,andinstitutimmake significant social ande<nmic 
decisions when they possess, at best, only partial information to formulate 
decision and policy? 

Plainly, decisio-making on the basis of partial information takes 
plaoe in awide varietyof &mains including,amcngm~yothers: medical 
research diagnostic practices; legal regulations ~doxrtdecisions; 
goverrmentsocial program foarmulations adevaluatiors; publichealth 
hazard decisions; scientific resource allocation; hiring and pa-notion 
decisiorr; in hierarchically arranged organizations; comuner behavior 
decisions mdindeed, in the famulationof alacstallplblic policy. 

I ~pethatthewarks~pwill~tonlyresultininterestinge~hanges 
of ideas between people in different disciplines, but may also lead to a 
set of "satellite1 research projects that further develop the interests of 
members of the workshop. 

The! workshopwill be sanewhat musual in that itwilldrzw upon very 
different tbxxetioal orientations znd technical skills. Consqently, 
part of tha challengeof thiswnrkshopwilltetohave researchers talk 
about the most advanoadworktheyaredoinginproblemsof decisiopmaking 
under unoertainty, and to do so inlanqage that is understandable to 
individuals in other disciplines wh may not be faniliar with either the 
particular theoretical franework or mathematics used in spxifying formal 
models. 



Here aresone additional spxifics about the struztureof the 
workstip. First, we hope to limit its size to m more than 25 or 30 people 
who will attend the sessiorx on a regular basis. Seo~nd, we will meet at 
the Center onoe everyotkr weekon Tuesdays at 4 p.m., with the normal 
session running roughly two hours. Third, one page abstracts of the talks 
will be circulated at least a week in advance of the session. These 
abstracts will incltie botha sunmaryof the topics tobe covered andone 
ortworeferenoestomoretechnical~pers onthe subjectthatmenbers of 
tk workshop may want to examine beface the session itself. Cccasicnally, 
qeakers will discuss drafts of lqxrs that have been circulatedtothe 
group in advanoe of the meeting. Fourth, the group will include guests 
fron other neighboring uniwrsities , su=h as thz Rockefeller University, 
why wish to be active participants in the worksbp. 

If mu decide to participate in the workshop, would you please either J- 
writeor call me (280-3093) to let me know the topic that y~would like to 
speaktothz groupabout and the bestmonthof the next aademic year for you 
topresentsaneof your materials. 

Let me reiterate in closing what the oentral qals of the worksbop 
are: (1) to bring together people in several disciplines whc, have oommon 
intellectual concerns who areinterestedinfindingout what others are 
-king on and in discussing each othxs' WOP:k. This is mt intended to 
produce farm&l. aollabxatiolls betweenmembers of the worksbop,although if 
thtsbuldoocur as a &-poductof the seminar,somu=hthe better: (2) 
to produce iqrowd understmding of the problenatics surrounding issues 
of decision-making under conditions of uncertaintyand/cx in the abxnoe of 
full infcxn-tation; (3) to help generate support far researcfi projects that 
either are currently underway or are being oontenplated and possibly for 
post-dbctcxal traineeship; and (4) to help dewlop, possibly, a collection 
of essays on general themes related to decision-making that will be 
pbli&das prod~ts of theworksbop. , 

If I have s@ento~uinf~mallyabxtthisworks~p,then please 
take this as a formal invitation to join us. If I have not yet had an 
opportunity to speak to pu about the workshop, I bpe that you also will 
take this as an invitation to join us zmd to call me for furtbx details 
about either tlx focus of the seminar or its operation. I have bpe.s that 
this mksbp will be an infczmative and interesting one and that it will 
provide fcx neededexzhanges of ideas between peoplewb have not had 
sufficient 0pEprtmity to engage each other. 

I look fcrwardtohaaringfran~usbxtly,since I lxqetohave next 
year's schedule of talks set by the middle of April. 

Sincerely, 

Director 
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