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Professor Joshua Lederberg 

Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

I would be grateful to you 
for further information on: 

your actual views on the environmental 
situation; are they accurately reported 
here? 7-r7- &‘f 

Thank you 

Joshua Lederberg 

My interest in this material relates 
in part to background for a weekly 
column on "Science and Man" which ap- 

-- pears weekly in the Washington POST. 

CONGRES 
/C’r- 

vker. nlrcndy fultlclpntcs chstlc action &id 
mcntlons that rkctrlc autos may repiscc. 
l~~tcrna1-co~nl~usllOn cars, surely a wild. 
unrenlistlc bz,$nnhlg of a practAca1 study. 

, The Chrlsllan Sclcnco hionltor, quoting 
Glenn T. .Senborg, chnlrman of the Alomlc 
Energy CommI;slon and Nobel Prize laureate. 
says. “There is a ccrtnln hystcrla In the coun- 
try &out rnvlromncntal problems. Envlron- 
mcnt has brcornc an emotionally charged, 
word toady. a!mo:;t on a par with ‘crime in 
the streets’ or ‘studcut revolts.’ It Is obvious 
that enough Is not bclng done in con- 
trolling and rcgulattng the environments. 
IJut much more 1s being dono than the 
public 1s aware of and more than ever be- 
fore.” Glenn Scnborg 1s right. The extreme 
conscrvatlonlstn contrlbutes little. We are 
not yet a nation of poisoned, strangulating 
hypochondrlncs dtxxned to choke on foul air. 
swallow our own smoke and gaze vacantly1 
on a devnslntod countryside. Education, 
leadership. money and time wlI see us 
through. 

Here we hare Lba clever reporter suddenly 
turned scicntlst who treats the entlre sub- 
ject of man tlcspoillng nature as If It were 
n sudden dramnllc disturbance like a tr- 
ph-mn, earthquake or flood. civil war, rlot~& 
R ragng nrc. 

Nobody but a fool will deny that there 
has been a sellish despolllng of nature, that 
selfishness has often masqueraded as public 
servlcc fund t!lat industry has In many places 
lnjurcd nature. 1:ut ovenlmplifying the 
problem by manufactured evidence and mls- 
reprcscntntlon !rill only promote prolonged 
and blttcr argrun#~:lt. Armchnlr phllosophlz- 
lng nnd nc~ntlcmle chatter will not save ua 
from englrl~~rln~: mpe. Our salvntlon re- 
quires rc:LlI.~m. w?brr, steady, reliable cou- 
mgcous day-by-tl:!y Ilard work, balance and 
serenity. 

One enlist admire the boundless, fathom- 
less Indlr~ntlon of hlai-ine over tho rape of 
the u~llversr. 1;~ be r,urr, the b.aslc remedy ls 
nt hmtl--stop breeding by the two-legged. 
rctlucc populxl l~~lls nbd thus guarantee un- 
iulcrruptcd ctijoyinc,nt by the survivors. 


