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I wieh to call to your attention what in my opinion is a very
ssrious situation presently confronting this Depariment. You are
well avare that the needs for additional space within the institu-
tion in general have been oritical during thess past fev years, and
that the Departiment of Genetics has deen one of those for which re-
lief from crowied conditions has deen urgently needed. The members
of the departmensal staff have besn reconciled in the past to opera~
ting in these oramped quarters since it was hoped that the rooms in
the Genetics Building previocusly occupied bty the Department of Veterinary
Sciencs would be made ready for occupancy shortly after the latter De-
parinent had moved to its nevw location. The Deparsaent of Veterinary
Science moved early in December, 1952, but a new and highly disturding
element has entered the picture, since, sas I have bdeen informed, no
funds are available for either (a) remodelling the bduilding as was
first outlined in a letter to you from Professor R, A. Brink on Octoder
30, 1950, and requested again YWy the undersigned om Angust 6, 1952, or
(b) she purchase of the laboratory furniture needed.

In other words, the rooms for the use of various members of the
Departnent are now empty(or are fitted for ocoupancy on & makeshift
basis), Yut progress on the plans for necessary remodelling seemingly
has come almos$ to a standstill, and the morale of the staff members
z id:;:mtoly need this additional space is 204 impreviag, to say
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The most critical need in remodelling the Genetics Building is to
provide additional ladboratory space, primarily for Professors R. A.
Brink, J. ¥, Orow, J. Lhederderg and ¥W. X. Smith. I wish to call your
attention particularly to the most serious situation regsrding labora-
tory space, namely, that of Associate Professor Joshua Lederderg. You
will recall that at the time Professor lederberg declined an offer from
the University of Chicago in January 1950, an understanding was arrived
at between the Department of Genetics and yourself in regard to allevia~
ting the orowded conditions in his laboratory at the earliest possidle
moment. This understanding was stated in Professor Brink's letter %o
Jou of January 9, 1950, following his previous let$ter to you of December
9. 1949, in which were outlined in detail specific needs to provide ad-
ditional space for Lederdberg's laboratory. Briefly, the primary require-
ments are (1) to insulate the roof and install ceiling in the laboratory
rooms, (2) to provide adequate ventilation and cooling for the laboratory,
and (3) to provide means of abating the excessive amount of dust which is
distriduted throughout the building. These are needs not only for
Lederberg's ladboratory, but for the other rooms on the second floor as
vell (exsept for the item of cooling), and i% therefore seems very inad-
visadle %0 me $0 consider remodelling only that part of the upper floor
sllocated for use as a laboratory bty Lederberg. The remodelling of the
building needs %0 be considered as a unit.
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In my opinion, the nsed to make a definite start oy to provide
this additional laboratory space is urgent. Professor Lederberg's
stature as a promising young scientist has inocreased markedly since
he was offersd the position at$ the University of Chicage ia January
1950, and it is important that the University clearly recognise this
fact and make every effort to provide him with an opportunity commen-
surate with his potentialisies. Othervise, the next attractive offer
which is made to him by another institution might find him in & recep-
$tive mood. This is a situation which the University should make every
effors to avoid. I hardly need to add that Lederderg!s laboratory is
nov badly overcrowded, and in the summer time is often unusable decause
of axoessive hest on the tep floor.

In essence, then, I am asking (1) that estimates bde provided at
the earliest possidle date for the cost of the proposed remodelling in
the Genetics Building and (2) that funds be found for the completion
of this remodelling andi for the purchase of the necessary laboratory
furniture so that the laboratories can de equippsd withous wandne delay.

Yery wuly yeurs,
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Prefesser of Genetlos
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