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h;~ctcrwl ccll~.‘~ The foll~~\ing year a chance ohscrvation on one of these en- 
zymc5 rcvc;LIcd Ihar it rt’quikd a cofactor similx 10 respiratory cofactors from 
animal ccll~. Stcphcn\on :tntl G;dc found them\elvss in the middle of the hottest 
hio~hcmi<al garnc in tov,‘n \\.ith the right system and the right &ills to compete 
Gth Ott(> H’Ltrhurg and other I~-I biochemists. ” The challenge vl’as irresistible, 
and the unccrt;iintic\ of vari:ibility v+‘crc set aside for “pure” enz! mology. 

The coming of war III 1939 disrupted all ordinary routines. Stephenson‘s group 
became in\,vlvcd in variou\ industrial and medical projects.” and she never re- 
turned to bacterial variabilit),. After the war she busied herself with organizing 
her ncu Rchcarctl Unit in Chemical Microbiolog!, and became active in the MRC 
cc)rnmitrcc th:rt o\‘ersaw and funded the unit’s work. Stephenson played a 
leading roll‘ in rqilniring the Society of General Microbiology, rewrote her 1930 
monograph. orpanircd a \pecial degree course in bacterial biochemistry, and ran 
a succc~~fr~l summer school at Cambridge to train workers in the newly fash- 
ionahlc ticl,i.” B,tctcrial bic>chcrnistry had come of age, in large part hecause of 
the intcll~ctu;tl progr;lm [hat Stephenson had evolved in the 1910s and 1930s. 
Her- ide;r\. ho\ic\‘er. iten: auf of fashion after 193.5. She died in 1948. just as 
the nc’\4 h;tctcri;;l gcnc:ics LS’;~< heginning to change radically the way biologists 
th~~ught ;Ihctilt h;!ctcri,il i\hy\ic)logy. 

It is cle‘tr m  rctrcj\pcct hou important Stephenson was in defining a new re- 
search spL*cial:!,. But ;ICI v,ith much innovation in normal science. the full mea- 
sure of her. achit\,cmcnt n’a\ not obviou\ even to informed and sympathe:ic 
ob\cr\cr-\. I)‘hcn Srephcn\on rcturncd from Ncu York in the fall of JJI.Jl~&.~, . 

Ali thik \ignifi<,rnt uorh in h,lcleri;tl chemistry in [the] U.S.A. is what 1 had expected. 
It IS the \ort of acrivit) 2nd progress come uf us fondit hoped ten and more years 
ago mlghf be made rn Engi;lnd. and not leaq in Cambrrdge. But our bacteriologlits 
were no! rcndy for I: then. UK! the biochemists in various ways have got segregarcd. 
WC mich! ~T;:I.T !::l.eq :hr !.:,:,1. 5ut x,;i’ us nibhi ily iu caich irp a-&x a sio-A \ixt. 
It sad&n\ n’r to thlnh that thcrc is no Hark at all of this kind even beginning ir! 
either of the tn’o grcar pil!.,ce\ for bacteriology in Cambridge and Oxford. Let uh 
hope Ihat I~I\ will rapidl) change’. Your own work . . is among the really bright 
spws rhdt relieve the gloom elscwhcre.76 

Shortly heforc hi\ death in 1933. Fletcher again revealed his sense of failed 
hope\ for hnctcrial physiology at Cage and Oxford, despite the most ad- 
vant;lgcou\ condition\ for cooperation between biochemists and bacteriolo- 
gists.” Although few of the MRC’s projects in chemical microbiology had be- 
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