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Bear Don: 

I have been involved w i t h  t h e  recombinant Di38 issue s i n c e  the suamer 
of 1973, The motiva t ions  for t h i s  involvenent  have been a concern both 
f o r  the advanceiaent of science and for t he  a66urance of a positive c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n  by scietace to society. 
motiva t ions  would be well served by engaging the pub l i c  i n  an understanding 
of sc ienca  so a8 to e n l i g h t e n  and e n l a r g e  t h e  role of tne pub l i c  in.policy 
katters. 
the Enviroiullentaf h p a c t  Statement ,  
an i n t e r f a c e ,  5 u t  an i n t e r s t i t i o n  of science and political i s sues  pronised 
to b e  f a s c i n a t i n g  and product ive.  

klao, f have truly believed thar these 

Therefore I p a r t i c i p a t e d  e n t h u s j a s t i c a l l y  in the development of 
Tie opportunity to explore not  only 

I n i t i a l l y ,  i n  the s p r i n g  and sumer of 1976, tile effort  f u l f i l l e d  ny 
expec ta t ions .  The personal intellectual reward we5 g r e a t ,  i n  large measure 
because of interchanges w i t h  the renzarkable group of people you asseabled 
for  the cask, And I be l i eve  tna t  the  product of t h a t  e f f o r t  in late sumer,  
1976. the Uracft Gnvirowenral Impact: Statement ,  was a thorough, ecienti- 
f i c d l y  sound and honest  document, fully capable of infonaing t h e  public 
in an unbiaeed ntmner. 
t o  t h e  comenrs on t n e  EIS was a h a  interesting and helped greatly t o  
Bmoprove the document, 

The a d d i t i o n a l  e x e r c i s e  of analyzing and responding 

Fron the beginning, however, it w a s  clear that  the perception, sen- 
sitivity, 3nd d e d i c a t i o n  evident i n  the N I B  s t a f f  w e 6  no t  matched by our 
advisors from the 3epartaent. In recent  rnonths those e a r l y  impressions 
have been reinforced by aclrioris a t  increasing1 y higher depar tmenta l  
I e v e L ~ ~  Tinere is no need t o  review t h e  herculean  voyages .of the EZS 
througn ttie Deparriaent , YOU know them well e 

Because sf these continuing s i t u a t i o n s  1 have decided not t o  parti- 
c i p a t e  further i n  the EXS process  end a s k  t h a t  you excuse riie from any 
additional e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  regard.  
sistent with my own standards of p o l i t i c a l  and personal  mora l i ty .  

These a c t i v i t i e s  are RO longer con- 
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I am, as you know, in total sympathy with the a i m s  af  the Hational 

Environaental Policy Act anu I do, still, believe that the device called 
an EX5 can be used to achieve those a i m .  However neither those aims 
nor the public interest are served by forcing each "environmental" issue 
into the same preconceived analytical structure. The es6encc of cozlplex 
probleios is that each demands its own analytical framework, Hor are 
those a i m s  served when a governnental body permits the media, rather 
than thoughtful  and responsible individuals, t o  d e f i n e  a complex issue. 
Among tne fruitless garites dicteted by-euch approaches the "cost-benefit" 
o r  "risk-benerit" oalance is a good exanple in the present instance. 
To pretend that such analyses &re rigorous when neither The risks nor 
the C O B ~ S ,  nor the  benefits can ~e described or predicted accurately is 
foo l i shness .  
ana mainrain the enviroment, but it is irresponsible to obscure t h e  
complexities. 
t h e  unknowns will always exist. 
these considerations or &ne results will discourage innovation. A 
goverment wtlicn, by policy, discourages innovation, also  discourages 
the ecoaoiiic end political viability a s  well as the nealth of its people. 

Such uaKnowns seriously coinplicste our dedication to improve 

And when creative scholarship or investisstion is a t  issue, 
The analyses xust t hen  be tempered by 

In addition t o  these substantive p r o b l a a s ,  t h e  appropriate governuentaf 
Tne sense of urgency which governed ac t ions  should be proapt and efficient. 

the NiW activities dramatizes t h e  lack of tiincly action by t h e  Department. 
And the proposal chat yet another EIS be  prepared, on "the experiments 
tneaselves" is 8 proposa l  for busy work, Regardless of its title, the BIS 
as it now stands contains all t h e  infomat ion t h a t  another, oseenaibly 
new, document coufci conceivably contain (except f o r  a few facts generated 
since t h i s  past au-mer). i\.'e a l l  have mote useful things t o  do. 

'he EIS is an honest document, thougn there may of course be errors. 
To undertake alterations responsive to perceived political or legal exi- 
gencies is, I believe, unwise, We nave seen how transitory political 
exigencies are and how their perception varies fro3 person t o  person. 
Of course the facts will also change in time, but an nonest docutent: at 
least: portrays reality a6 i t  was a t  a given point. Further, I believe 
tnat t he  ELS is a balanced docusent. The  facts presented have not been 
countered with substentive criticisns; iney have of coume been countered, 
but by vague or erroneous argumentation and curious irrelevant political 
ergunents. 
tnese "counterarguaents" , especially duriug the preparation of t h e  EIS.  
' h e y  f a l l  tipart for  lack of relevant s\ibstance. 
have their authors anplify and explain yielded no helpful results. 
wo.clld 3e irresponsible for us to present such "counterargunents" to the 
p u b l i c  in an official goverment document. 

I, and otners, have certainly tried to analyze and understand 

. ! c i  serious attempts to 
It 

Finally, I would like to thsnl i  you for the opportunity to work with 
you and your statf on these matters. 
no misgivings about ny participation up t o  n m ,  quite the contrary. 

t i o p e f u i l y  i t  i s  clear that -1 have 
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iixong a m y  o t n e r  t h i n g s ,  I. have acquired a deep adu i ra t ion  and estces 
f o r  you, and your  d i s t i ngu i shed  predecessors. To nave b u i l t ,  and t o  
ltlaintain t h e  extraordinary s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  t he  14113 is, i n  
tue con tex t  of t h e  political pressures I now unders tand ,  is a most 
remarkable and iaarvelot ts  ach ievemen t .  

r j i t h  affect ionate  regards, 

Sincere1 y, 

Plaxine Singer 


