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We finally got away from Newport News on Tuesday morming about
nine in the morning of the 2Wth of March, heavily laden with
coal that we could not get in New York, and by breakfast time
only a low line remained of the Virginia Capes. In Newport News
the stevedores were getting #1.10 an hour, not a good place to
stay in --- especially‘if you watched them l?afing on a Jjob they
could easilyvearn my salary at, (Of course I can tell myself that
I would soon tire of such heavy stupid work; but outdoor work at
$280,00 per month? )

Nighg before last it was a bit rough.\I was standing uo in
my berth about two G.H. wondering if it wouldnt be wise to close
the portholes of the cabin when a great big warm-lovely wave pour
ed down my neck and nestled into bed with me, Every one of the
cabins on our fhoor got the same, and Schweebroek the steward
was not quite so cheery in his "Morgan, Genieman'"!,

Today it has been beautifully balmy, and two or three of
the men have come out in their summer clothes---tomorrow it will
be much more so, We have just had a swift sunset, darkness almost
complete in half an hour, I looked out to the West this evening
Just before dinner and saw the young moon, the penumbra very
plain, and a big planet burning unusually piainnearby. I wonder
what tropical forests it was hanging over, and how long it will
be before I see one,

Nver had I imagined the blue of the trepical seas as strong
‘and as full of color as it is, It is not the opaque staring
blue of the Italian lakes, it is a sea of waving blue light, the
same difference there is between dead blue eyes and those that
shine with living light, Looking out over it you see the tip-ups
in dazzling contrast to the purplish-blue, and then like tiny
aeroplanes at a distance, the tiny flying fish hurrying along ove
the surface , their 1little fins buzzing in the sunlight, silvery
white against this extraordinary sea,

An learning Portuguese from a dazzling blonde and per less
blinding husband, and it is a curious sort of.hog-Latin-Spanish ‘
I make it up as I go along, and that seems to entertain them,

April 4th finds everything very trobical. Flying fish are



numerous, the 'color of the sea is even bluer, and the steady e
eastern wimds are the only things that keep it from being opp-
ressively hot,' The shantung silk clothes I got were no mistake,
though they looked odd at 8 €olliston RA,

The Duthh sailors have a neat way of fixing their wash-
ing to the line: they simply pry onez of the strands away from
the others and tuck a corner of the shirt into the gap---so
when the wind blows it tightens the rope on the shirt, For this
reason no shirts are found in the gulf 8trean,

I have read ngfath's Bhe Brincess Blopes, Cooper's The
Brazilians and Their Country, Hergesheimer's Java Head, and White
Mechanisms of Character Formation, The best is the last--- and
full of more_satisfactory novel- material than either of the no-

vels,

April 5, Today brought us to our fdrst land,

The soft green mountains of Dominica,steep and covered with
waving sultry green. Then sheering away from Dominica we came
up to Maﬁinique, lovely heaps of steep-banked foliage above a
shore fringed with palms, These were my first palms, and they

were better then I expected--- the tops a thicket of waving



tracery and xXhe beneath an inviting depth of shadowed trunks
where walked red-calicoed figures about their native business,

A huge cloud hung over us as we passed, bringing out as fairly
emerald the spots where the sun shone, All rather easy and slow
going, these figures we were catching glimpses of along the gray

shining shore,

As we rounded the corner of the island we had full view of

Hong Pelee,

It was a parched, Jjagged, towering pile whose southern sides are
banked with streams of the lava that reaches in a motionless gray
river down to the buried houses of St. Pierre, No trees and as yet
few plante of any kind have begun to grow on this side of the

~mountain, The visible houses are roofless, quite deserted ---an
unshajtered Bailleul,

April 6th, Last night we arrived at Castries, St., Luclia, after
dinner, to take on coal, With an arc-light and much shouting we
sidled up to a low-lying coalpier, where by an arc hung over the
shipd side we saw one or two very British looking men in pith
helmets and khaki duck, or in old looking civilian clothes, and

a rapidly growing crowd of niggers of the genfis Nigger --- and



every one of them pretty mighty excited at seceing the first regu-
lar passenger boat since before the war!

We walked down the gang-plank to talk with some of the sol-
diers, who we found were Canadiahs! They took Quinn and me up to
the Maple Leaf Hotel where a great bearish looking coon ranm a
bar and boasted by signs on hhe wall of his American origén, We
/9ad some beer with the Canadians Who were desperate for the :
/sight of some strange face, for they have been down on this
post with not a thing to do, not for six months as they had been
promised, but for two and a
half to three years-
with a €,0, who'd
have lost his rank
of Lt.Col, and re-
verted to a Lt& if
he had reported the
station as not re-
quiring the men
there, Somewhat like
another situation,

As George Bigelow

says, "Ask me who!"

When we got back from the pub we found coaling going on

at a pace and in a way that was all that has been said of
it. Hundreds of negro Wenches , bare-legged to the knees
and trussed up in the most ragged and disintegrated clothes
I have ever seen, were standing or walking with large bas-
kets of coal upon their heads, The genaral flow of the
crowd was from the dump towards the ship where stood at

the very edge of the bunker a checker, who as each woman
passed him, basket on head and hand outstretched, gave her

a copper coin marked McGregor Peters-- the value of which

for it is the money of this town, is about 1lcent, The

baskets as I saw on the scales, weighed between 100 and

120 pounds . A contrast to the coaling at Newport News |}



I have never seen such peculiar and admirably erect figures

of women, such swaying loose walking, nor so abundant cause to
believe that you were looking at no more than a female animal--
as sturdy and independent as the male and differing only as a
matter of structure, They talk a patter of French--"Vihny see"!
was come- here! ---all in a flat loud piercing tone, their pink
tongues rolling about khzmkr between their gleaming teeth, And
Lord what hard work!

This morning after a sleep troubled by the screams and t
thuds of the coaling process just on the other side of my closed
porthole, I got up feeling rather dopey, But on .looking out I
Saw the island that had been hidden the night before, the clean-
est greenest looking sweepof hill you ever saw, Pralms---yes
and the finest wavy sort of them, up against the skyline, I got
up into the town without much delay, At a store I got some post-
cards and as I was looking about aimlessly for anything else
I might need there was suddenly a great burst of screaming pain
of the actual horsewhdp-- and the loud selfrighteous of the
user of the whip, and the click of the rawhide in action,

And behold a terrified little nigger of perhaps nine and his
equally agonized small sister af twelve getting collectively

horsewhipped by a big fat =mzmx very distingue looking coon



with a white goatee, The screams of the little boywere
drawing a crowd rapidlywhen the old fellow gave up-- only to
be succeeded as a source of terror by the native police, ARz

xtall shrivelled negress in the

most flowingly copious and roar-
' ingly pink calico dress I have
ever seen, with a deep red ban-
dana‘and a large straw hat, s
stood by and gave shrill appro-
val to the punishment, Then t
the crowd as usual disregarded

opinions, sought action else-
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= where and melted away, leaving
her in loud unanimity with the
goatee,

Walked to the top of the

hill overlooking the bay, see-
ing my first living bamboo---
whose beauty 1s not

- in the dry stalks we see at home, Such &
smooth strong green columns, and such soft creamy green,
lMany chameleons on the way down the road, bright green if
near the bamboo and stone grey against the wall, A warm close
morning by ten o'clock,., And so back to therboat , through
narrow flat streets flanked by low verandahed houses, with
much staring by the popu;ation.

Then came midday sleeping in that damned hot cabin of
mine. Read some of the Smart Set this P.M. and happened upon
Mencken's definition of a theatrical star---" a heavenly body"
saw the Southern Cross this evening -- tis not very bright
but improvesm upon further acqualintance, Also identified the
Scorpio and the Centaur, Scorpio very easily.

April 12th, One day differs not much from the other
these dgys, and so it is that I can sum up a few suns into
one page. After leaving ST. Lucia we turned eastward and be-
gan the accomplishishment of that part of the journey which

nobody realizes at home-- the big eastward swing to get around



The bay at Castries, St, Lucia,
Cape San Roque, About the only change I have noticed is that
the cabin is a little hotter at night and the wind a little
stronger by day---with a little more rolling by day., I have
not had any ga&= more baby waves coming in to sleep with
me, but have rigged up a jury sail out of a pillow-case and
a cane, which reaches out of the port like a hand and pulls
in a most refreshing current of air onto me peacefully sleep-
ing. Nobody is seasick, only just a bit drowsy,

Theee days ago after dinner
the boy went round the boat
with a gong, and so as usual
we all assembled in the
smoking room to see what it
was about, Mr, Israels, a
blonde Jew from New Orleans
coffee merchant, who wears his
captain's two bars still on
his soft shirt collar, took
the fhoer, He explained that

the guesses on the next day's

run, " the pool", were to be



run thus: 29 numbers from 275 to 294 had been sold during the
afternoon for $4.00 each , We would now proceed to the auction
of these numbers to the highest bidders, the seeler retaining
half the price realised, and the final bids being for high a
and low field, i.,e, any number of miles the ship might go above
or below the given range of numbers, The pot was to be made
from the other half of the mumbzxs amounts bidded, plus what
wae given for high and low fields., Everybody looked dully in-
telligent and the bidding went on slowly but surely, till about
$400,00was up, If you bid for the number 284, and the boat

ran 284 miles that next day then you'd get half the pot and

numbers 274 and 294 would divide the other half., Of course

- — v -
hiaa g SIS

low and high were the best of all bets, but this Jew was more
familiar ‘with game than the others and nobody bid him higher
than $74.00. Now he had heard earlier in the day that hhe
boat was not making good time,------- The boatx made 261 miles
Mr. Israels won the entire pot, gave away $50.00 to the stew-
ards----- but despite this gallant and humane action falled to
protect his good name from the muttered oaths of his fellow
passsengers , This was the first time I have ever seen a Jew
in a game of chance-- or betterlI might say I have not yet
seen a Jew in a Game of Chance,

last night we had a fancy dress party. It was very
hot and I saw myself best as a baby, in all the heat and tu-

mult of the evening., So I got lirs. Best to give me a night-



gown---Mrs, Van Rensellaer had told me that nowadays the young
er generation never wore anything that could even be loaned to
anybody, ---so lMrs, Best gave me a garment in which size obvious-
ly struggled with girlish coyness, pretty little fake flowers
over a "throat" that went well around me, lirs, B, 18 (a) #%48.
rrom other sources came bib, a bottle, a pink hair-ribbon from

Mrs, Fitz-Patrick. It was a coy and dangerously thin costunme,
but T lived a happy baby's life in %k it until I found it was
beginning to stick to me, so I left and I had a long succession
of warming the tropical tepid water while the rest of the crowd

filled the bar and emptied the bottles, Roxo and Jugo were dress-

ed as a Brazilian coon and his wife, Israel wore his Sam Browne
belt in additionto his regular uniform, Lutfy ‘was a sailor, Mrs,
van Pely a pink accordion pleated gown which she says is a pettli-
coat but which looked pretty chic for all that, Quinn the Can-
adien at my table, started to dress up for my nurse but found
himself too convineing  and irresistible as a demimonde and nat-
urally left me to take care of myself, Brito was in the Captain's

hat and his own pajamas and looked quite like a wilted officer

one of these days,

Yesterday came the ceremony of
crossing the equator and being ins
' itiated by Father Neptune into the

| company of all good mariners, This

> consists of getting dressed in
your bathing suit and parading round

the deck and ending at aX large on
the after deck where Father Neptune

B appears dressed in long flowing robes
ltriton, etc,, and after lathering

| your face, eyes, neck, and head, turns
you while you are tightly cloéing

" both eyes to keep out the lather,

| head over heels into a tub of water

or rather a tank of mater, while the

rest of the passengers yell with



" pleasure,

This morning I found in my dreams my cigarette case
which I lost in New York,--- I looked at it and then as I would
do again I yelled "YAY"! My loud yell woke me up and L looked
in my empty hand to find NO CIGEARETTE CASE, Don'é cigars have
as is usual with his presents been muuh appéeciated.

Three or four mornings ago I came down to the cabin to
find Sweebroek the steward reading this diary intently, and when
he saw me hie-enly -comment was that his name-was misspelt! If
he saw this evening's copy he'd have numerous complaints to
make, for the stenogeapher is sitting in the buff exclusively ,
right under the electric fan and tired from too little to do.

April 14 |
It is a Sunday afternoon and we've been about three
hours across the equator armrd in a'blaze of the most blinding
sunlight ,am@ the sea an unbelievable sea of blue 1light, and the
boat just rolling along carefree and swashy, the flying fish
hurrying over the top of the waves,....all things warm cheery
and agreeaple, Madame Godoy, a beautifulnBrazilian widow, 1s
_.gitting in here listening to a friend of hers play the piano,

Just a week ago this time we mere lookinp over the
port side of the boat at Mattinique,..a glorious pile of steep
hills, almost emerald green where the sun filtered through the
big rain clouds of summef. Aii the way up those steep gorges
and hills were filigre palms waving contentedly in the warm air
and along the shore, barely distinguishable through the field
glasses, white and red clothed figures, Then St, Plerre with
its 20000 dead, more than half still buried beneath the lava,

a sight that seems to have kept the settlers from coming back,

And that night we coaled, All night long the stream
of nigger wenches with th; coal baskets on their heads, swayling
and iurching up tO'thé ship‘s side, screaming and chattering
to throw their 100 pounds into the bunker and go back for more,
To see the palmé, the passion flowers, the bamboo, and the
bright bay of Castries, where Spanigrd and Englishman fought it

out in the old days,---- all this color and abundance made me



keen to get on to the end of my journey.

But St., Lucia is as far
\from us as Europe is from
you almost, and to-day a
;few lone birds have been
earnest of nearing land,

Pernambuco tomorrow,

S\ll A Baptist minister has
“j Just left me sorrowing,
% He came around with a

book of trench poetry,
and gave me the book to
read. I read half of two and all of one, and then I couldnt go
on, " A proud and fearless woman
Seeing plictures in the fire,
And a torn and mangled body
On the wire",
Quinn took them up a while and in three or four minutes I ask-
ed him (he was in the 8th of Oct, show of the Canadians) "Well
how do you like them?" |
"Oh they put me in the blues again", he said uneasily,
"Those are real good pomes, aren't they!" said Dr, Bréwn-
ing coming up to us suddenly. ¥g
Well I suppoce they were but we could not be sure,
It bores me a bit to have so many want thrills withdut any

suffering,

April 15, We got ‘into
Pernambuco about i1 o'-
clock this morning, In
some way I got my direct-
ions confused and as a re-
sult the place stays in

my mind as 1f it were on
the coast of Africa with

all the country lying to

the easgt instead of the
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KONINKLIJKE HOLLANDSCHE LLOYD
S.S. ,,HOLLANDIA"
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Wij, NEPTUNUS, God der Oceanen, Zeeén, Baaien,
Golven en aller andere (behalve minerale) Wateren
en van alle leven, hetwelk daarin scharrelt, dwarrelt,
friemelt en wriemelt, enz., enz., enz.;

voor de eerste maal Ons gebikd heéft/betreden en
aan alle eischen en voorschriften heeft voldaan, waarom
hij hiermede van Onzentwege het recht verkrijgt te
allen tijde in Ons gebied te verwijlen. Als blijk Onzer
hooge tevredenheid verleenen wij hem de gunst allen

welken naam Wij hem gelasten waardig te dragen.

Gegeven in den ATLANTISCHEN OCEAAN,
den _// -

s 19?
& ¥ A~ceprTunus,

GEZIgN, DE KAPITEIN: GOD DER OCEANEN, ENZ.
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west, It was a low lying port with a long Jetty and a few skiffs
filled wlth bahanass ‘and oranges, an old Dutch light house and
a group of clean looking white houses that looked as 0, Heury
says"1like a hard-boiled egg on a piece of lettuce", They have

an amusing scheme of unloading thelr people from the boat there:

a large basket, a cross between a clothes basket and a sentry

bdx was stood on its end and a few people crowded into it throug

the opened side, It was suddenly swept into the air by the

-crane and the ‘people dandled in the air for a moment only to be

suddenly dropped on to the bobbing deck of the_tender. The con-
tents were anything but happy, especlially when the tender rose
suddenly and struck the descending basket on the bottom,

Mrs. Croher is zas usual roaring into everything in an
engaging way and has bought a parrot from an old Indian., We
have begun to get other impressions than just sight ---we had
mangoes for lunch, and they certainly taste odd,

As we left the harbor a rainstorm began, the first they
have had sincé Ndvember, and .the distant water got quite purple
and the nearer water got a bright blue like an Italian lake,

We passed a fisherman sitting on the four poles lashed together
and handling the tiny sail of his raft, very much alone in the

sea, but going as far as 35 miles outside of the sight offi land

because he has unvarying trades to blow him back,

April 16 I think it was tonight we came into Bahia, You
cant do anything in the trOpics,by-dusk, it doesnp last long
enough, After dinner we went to the city in an automobile with
Mrs, Pyles, Drand Mrs Titus, Brito and Bennett, climbing up the

~cliff on which the clty liesand gave it the onceover from an

automoblile, goling out to the pensao which is kept by.Guynemer's
mother, where we met a friend of Bennetts, whose career is in-
teresting.

His name is Mosely, a small swarthy young Englishman, with
a shifty eye and a handBhake like crumbling tissue-papers In
the summer of 1914 he and a friend were at lMonte Carlo, His
friend one night when they were in the gambling-room said, "Here

put this twenty francs on the red " He did and won 140 francs



---and some more that night , Since when he has been gan-
bling with any money he can get his hands on. He tried to
enlist, bqt was rejected on his stature, so hearing the
reputation of‘Rio as a center for gambling, and ashamed to
show his face at home he came to Rio,In theee months he

had lost nearly 150,000 dollars of his own and his family's
money, If a boat came in on Friday night he would hardly
sleep for the excitement of getting the draft frqm home ,

If it didnt come in time to get to the bank on Sat., he
would take a launch across the bay and get a friend to

cash 1t as a special favor---- to use up that night till

he was where he was before, He got almost to starvation,
went to Bahia to get away from his pals of Rio, got a job
in a commercial house and had a safe made out of heavy steel
with a slot in it through which he begged his employer to
put a third of his savings--against himself& One night the
longihg got the upper hand and he got a cold chisel, opened
the box and lost the salary at roulette, When we saw hinm
Bennett said "We&l old man how goes it?" Mosely put his
hand in his pocket -nd pulled out a handful of chips and

grinned a queer sort of leer,

The air was soft and ldaded with smells I have
never known before, the palms along the streete are all

they say of them, the houses a st®ange ornéte, formal but
I suspect very cool sort, a bit like the modern French houses
in Iille or along the Boulevarde de Lille in Roubaix, The
stores were all open in Bahia, simply without any front wall,
and the proprietor stands round loafing quite like the orient,
The music goes on the time of Dud da-dada da Dud da-dada da,
The favérite place of 1light and 1life is a combination cigar
and rum shop with tables for other forms of food,
Since Pernambuco I have shared my cabin with Antonio
Caeta Ribelro, em firma A.C, Ribeiro, Caixas 245 RECIFE,
We grin inanely at each other but I can see that I study

the Portuguese pretty soon now, Antonio is much intrigued by



my stropping my razor in the morning; he doesnt do it to his
and the noise he makes shaving makes me cringe with the pain
it must give him, Though he may be beyond suffering from the
desperate fumes of the perfume he uses , Thank God he doesnt
mind fresh air,

"An election here was lost here recently because.the
trunpcard was saved till the %ery 1ést aﬁd then played with
a crash, At nine o'clock of the night before the elections
the orators sallied forth and mounting the stumps said"This
man they ask you to vote for is moy worthy of your vote and
we have just discovered a fact that proves it, Why he is so

weak and soft a character that he doesnt even keep a mistress"

April 17 Now that I have become used to the palms, mangoes,
zapotos, and the bamboos, and the parrot we bought at Pernam-
buco, my wonderment has been aroused more by the natives then
by flora or fauna, Some of the haute monde do Braslil got on the
boat at Bahia, They seem to me like slightly swarthy Frenchmen
very well educated and speaking at least the three languages
and often five, very amusing company in some cases, and much
more civilised in the French meaning offi the term than we of
North America, They are keen about the U,S5, amd are much more
favorably disposed to us than the Argentines, at least so every
one gays, The country bred folk are in the business of absorb-
ing the black blood which is like taking an inkspotk out of
flannel breeches by adding more water and rubbing the affair
into a larger;;gggar than ever, The coons have none of our
joliy clattering spirit----nor have their whites much Joie

de vivre either. The naval men we had down here xE were an
excellent sort and made no end of a killing with apparently

everyoneg
I gather from the numerous commercial men on board that

the trade conditioms here will revgrt to the European advant
age very largely, now that deliveries can be made from the o
other side, but th-t Brazil looks with great favor on the U,

8. partly to counter-act the extreme favor with which the



Argentines regard Europe, Everyone says that we are lend-

ing to Europe at five percent and they are come down here
with it and using the friendships of before thé war are
able to push the Americans out, and getting 8 to 25% on
the money they pay us back with great gusto, And a smile
for our innocent good-will, Hell, what's thé diffefence!
I think we have a long road to go before we are good foreign
traders, an? besides we dont need the money skoe havent
even the first pfinciples of an excuse to do anybédy else
out of their old means of iivlihood.
We have three Japs, six Norvegians, one French,

two Venezuelans, a Mexican, and the balance in Argehtines
Brazilians and "100% Americans", Our table is nothing but
men and no two born in the same country---but that doesnt
keep it from being the sort of a place that the hotel Fal-
orie was. There is an Argentine whose oniy word in English
is VERY CATCHY . If you wear a new necktie or carve your
meat quickly or tell a rough story that pleases, you are
rewarded with an approving nod and a "vairee Ketshee" fpom
Signor De Miguel, lir, De Mike as Quinn calls him, Brito
one of the Brazilians is funny as the deuce for the gest-
ures he uses--- I never saw a man so dependent on the hands
feet legs and back to express what he wants as this"SR Nas-
cimento". "@nd she iss sair!B

I saw Clarine in New York before I sailed, and her
nusband too. I think he would be as good a8 any in the Bronx
to irk Mre Hanks but Clarine told me things were much easgier
in that line than before., and Mrs Hanks is anxious to patch
it up. Clarine looked very well and made the naive remark
that when you haft a baby you didnt seem to get your prains
back ! She sald you got sort of cow-like and contented and
that Hetty had noticed the same thing too. The only thing I
could think =mf it must be like is being taken into the Fly

Alec and so I guess You and I are barred from that sensation!



April 19
At two in the morning I woke up and saw the huge half-shad-

owed mountain of Cabo Frio rising out of the sea quite near
us, the now scant moon giving no more light than to show
gray-green rocks with blue mist floating over them, and the
strange shape of the outline against an already misty star-
light. Dawn was not for some time but I soon got up, And as
soon as I got up on deck the northern part of the sky began
to show an increasingly strange and fairy book sort of hor-
izon, Jjagged mountains of blue-blaclk running along the
coast., We were running before the

dawn, The sky behind us more and

neiro

more golden, the mountains more

and more a china blue, the sea

greener, The lonliness of being
on deck was nothing, I didnt
notice it till a gust from the
land iteelf brought a lot of e
earthy odors that made me want
company to enjoy them with, Very
soon we could see a huge beak of

gray granite, smooth and cold,

nosing right up out of the sea
at the mouth of the harbor, lokked
morenlike Sugar lLoaf--Pao dAssucar -- and 8o I knew Rio,

ow you will never read any exaggeration of Rio Harbor,
It is a little bit like what would happen if Keene Valley were
filled with clean water to the level of the top of Sunset Hill
and the gidee of the hills covered with palms etc,, and the
entrance £ rom the Ausable lakes, no, from the Chapel Pond
side, The city would lie to the south and soutwest and west
of the bay, a rambling enormous affair of pink, lilac, blue,
buff or white plaster fingering up into but thoroughly afraid

over
conquering the tree-covered mountains that hover the bay

b

o}
There are identically the same blg rainstain slides of gran-
ite as in the Adirondacks, but everything oﬁ a vast scale,

In the morning sun the Brazilian flag looked very much



like a young tree, so Very green and so very yellow,

As we were'waiting for the Customs and Port officials
Mme, Godoy's family came on board and made a good deal
of a scene. Her husband's family really, people she had
never seen before---which must be very hardg

llet Hackett at the dock and also Dr, Thomas Al-

ves, a Government official in the Public Health Service
who has been loaned to the Commission . The name Rock-~
efeller 1s somewhat of a sesame here --- I went through
the custome with no examination. Then getting into the
bCommission's Ford we road up to the Hotel International
one of the finest sites I have ever seen,

Rio itself 1s rather exceptional, it has the
formality and cleanliness of Paris, the hurry an@i lack
of tradition of the U.S., all the warm open house sub-
trpical things I had never seen before, and something
additional which needs watéhing before it appears in
the literature, But there's no more guestion about
it's beauty than that of Nancy Graves----it simply is

the lovliest I have ever scen or X imagined

Quinta da Béa Vista T Rio de Janeiro
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At the International I met Dr, Austin, a Philadelphia man who
knew Hal Thomas and Arthur Lyon at the R. Inst, Also Dr. Pearce
of Pennsylvania, who is going round on an inspection tour of all
the South American countries for the Foundation, He is about as
approachable as a stone wall round a cemetery, but proves rather
a cheerful duck at the end of a long attack and no fool at the
main chance, He used to gd to Marion in the dark ages, and so
knew the Sweetsers, He told me a story typical of the Brazilian
method of expression,--- a grammar gave the local definition of
language as "WHAT IS LANGUAGE?" '"Language 1s divided into three
forme: 1Written 2 Spoken 3 Gesticulated,

Met also Dr Hydrick who did the
H#* in the Camayan Islands, Trinidad
and Tobago., A very nice Southerner
a man with brains enough to go to
England as a Rhodes scholar and not
waste his time studying books in-
stead of Englishmen and theirrideas,
He took me over to Nicktheroy, across
the harbor on the eastern side and
there at the Hacketts we had a del-

icious warm swim and a pleasantmx



dinner---waffles off an electrie iron at the table and

some becns much like hoge, I dont suppose there are
many sunsete in the world more beautiful than the ones
you see from Nicktheroy,

Coming back with Hydrick I saw an exampze of
what others have noticed here,--the solemn determined
way the Brazilians have a good time. They try not with
the jerky, selfconscious mortified abandon of sope
sections of the Nordic race, but with amelancholy, dis-
tant look that the experts say hides a tremendous whirl-
wind of happiness., At any rate he simply stares with
joy at an American who really is noisy and happy and
original in his fun, Hackett says that an American can
do anything down here and the Brazilians say to them-
selves "He is an American!" or"The Americans are apract-
ical people, he must have a reason", This polite and
cautious of three or four boys from the battleship
0¢84 PUEBLO who solemnly imitated a barnyard scene
in the street in Nicktheroy was no doubt made by all

intelligent Braziliandl




April 20th., Dr, Pierce gave a luncheon today to the members of
the Commissgion and their wives, where I met Dr, Darling and also
Dr, Crowell and his wife, Darling is a tali,long-haired, open
eyed man of ideas; he'd be at the head of a ﬂew religion if he
were not at the head of the ranks in this new phase of medicine,
He 1is aperson who loves vistas, medical and anthropological es-

pecially- and the way he talks of the Nordic race the llediterr-

s
aneans etc,, is most fascinating, because he knows a great deal
about it, Smillie thinks he knows more about mosquitoes than all
but two or three other men alive and I don't doubt it, The Cro-
wells knew Don in the Philippines and have been mbdst kind to me.
He is at the Oswaldo Cruz Institute as the Pathologist, She seems
rather the worse for her time in ghe Islands, and looks very tird .
Dr, Chagas of the Institute was there also and I got along with
him fairly well in French --- it is going to be my salvation
until I get some Portuguese, Chagas is going to the U.S. and if
you get a cljance to hear him, do so,

After dinner I went up on the hill and watched the sunset
over the bay. It is the most beautiful place I have ever seen,
Rio de Janeiro,

In the evening sat and talked with Pierce and Austin. The
night was wonderful and you should see énd.smell the night here!
The tobacco is GOOD.

From what Hackett says I shall go to Sao Paulo with Smillie
and get familiar with various mosquitoes and worms and the sim-
pler phases of the Portuguese tongue for a month or 80, and then
return to Rio with a chance to really get to work, I suspect that
I will be sent to the state of Santa Catherina to do a H# survey
and then perhaps to keep on there in charge of a few posts. The
work here in Brazil is opening up with a most gratifying and tan-
talizing rapidity, for example there are eleven enormous counties
that have requested surveys lately but we can't help them because
we are so shoet of trained men, That is a monthd crop of reguests
---and look at the size of Brazill! I see where I get what I came

for -- experience in health administration.



April 21st, After lunch with Hydrick and Alves at a delight-
queer restaurant down town we went over to Nicktheroy and
had a row over to the outdide beach with an Englishman
by the name of Waugh; who has just married Dr, Hacketts secret-
ary and 1s living at the H's house, 'Twas pleasant seeing an
Engllshman again,

At 8:30 in the evening we took the train for Campos,
a sugar town in the state of Rio, and after a
very hot and close ride arrived the next morn-
ing at 7. The R,R, was called the Leopoldina
an English affair and it burns wood ---nor is
it‘more prosperous inappearance than it need be,
W8 went to the post in town where the guardas bring in the
bring in the work for the microscopists, and then we went
then we went out to the field, where in the
heart of the sugar cane country a large blue
stucco house gives quarters to the men who
ride about from village to hamlet, giving treatment and-coll
treatment and collecting specimens. The
sign outside on two high posts driven into o five foot anthill
read COMMICAO ROCKEFELLER., The guardas are all rather super-

lor men and ride well these funny little single-footing horses,
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April 22

Hackett and Smillie and I went out to a suburb well out
of town early this morning to see a place where there has been
a great deal of malaria among the laborers in a large brick-
yard, Going from pool to pool scooping up shallow pans of water
and spooning out the larvae to take home and hateh out, thus we
spent a very hot four hours., The sea wter has seeped in to a con-
siderable extent in the pits from which the clay has been taken
and forms pools of graduatéd salt content, We took specimens to
be tested for salt %. Brick yards are entirely uncontrolled and
unadvised in the matter of the drainage of their pits here, so
far as I know,

As we went along the road I remarked to Hackett about the
way the bullock-carts were droning and squeaking--you could hear
them quite a long way off before you came upon them, He said t
that the oxen have to be whipped all the time unless they can
have that squeak to cheer them on the way, so the driver s put
charcoal in the axle, and the result is'enough to convince any
living creature that something goes on, The towns make them tone
1t down with soap within the city limits.

We got to the hotel to a very formal dinner given by the
Crowells to the DR Pearce, with Mr, lMorgan the U.S. Ambassador,
as one of the chief guests, It took an interminable time, I had
a simple creature to converse with---most of the time it was
serving, for she never returned anything but a few easy ones
underhand, and I got well cleared out of leads bythe end of the
evening, lir, lMorgan gives the impression of a porcine dilletante,
the sort that wears a check suit, black pearls,and with the
handkerchief in the sleeve, and a handshaké like a warm oyster
or a surgeons rubber glove filled with warm water, He is said
to be shrewd , and commanding of respect in the later stages of
acqu aintance, and is a great favorite with the Brazilians,

I think it would be interesting t6 know what happens to

our natural antipathy when we smother @it for utilities sake,

April 25 .
Smillie left this morning for Rezende, but it didnt



seem wise for me to speed up tp quite that extent, so I stayed
at the hoyel and didnt get up till one, Pearce and Austin led
an equally lazy life |
Braziliban meals are mot on our schedule at all, In

the early morning they nothing but strong coffee and perhaps
a little bread. At 10;30 or 11:00 they have almoco, a com-

1. ri bined breakfast and lunch,
then comes jantar at 5:00
and thereafter nothing at all,
They are very fond of meats and
greasy things, and beans are
the only vegetable as common
as our potato. Ther is a great
plenty of fruit but they do
not eat it much, and have guite
a lot of rules about the eating
of itn milk and oranges NO!
Fruit with breakfast ? NO! etc,

ILimes are common and Pearce

says that everything we take
lemon on is better still with
lime, abacate especially, and in tea, Oranges can be bought
for 1§000 or about 25¢ a hundred, and of course bahanas

are cheap too., Mamaos are melon-like things (our name

for them is paw-paw) which have the flavor of Easter 1lil-
ies and are good, My stomach is meeting a total stranger
about twice a day now ., ‘

Rio is the most beautiful city now, especially
at night and from Nicktheroy, They dont care what they
spend in street lights, millions of them in long twinkling
lines along the sea or sparkling in festoons and chainsn
on the mountaine. The plan is not to have a certain amount
of light for a certain amoiint of money, but to have it look
well;, and it certainly succeeds,

April 26th :
Up before dawn to catch the train for Rézende
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The ride to the ststion in the auto was very quiet and beautiful

the chauffeur seemed to have pleasure in going that way.

s

This is quite unlike the normal Brazilian chauffeur, who has
a very niggery idea of driving and is hair-raising to a degree
in the way he cuts behind street cars etc,, taking chances
that would make Barney 0ldfield turn in his grave, It is funny
to see four policemanto a block, standing inthe center of the

sidewalk to keep the people walking only on the right side,

Panorama visto do Internacional Rio de Janelro




while automobiles are threatening death out in the streey.
iriting this on the train finds me climbing up
and up these bananax and palm-covered mountaing in an
ordinary coach, A good roadbed and in good time, The
gun is still very hot but the air is more refreshing t
than in Rio,
Imet Smillie in Rezende safely and we went on to
Sao Paulo, a long but interesting ride into country of
good elevationand perhaps more civilized than around RIO.
Sunday 27th.

Things here in S8.P. are extremely interesting,
Just as they were in Rio, The country, rich beyond

computafion, boombng, graft-sustaining, fazendas yield-
ing 20 to 30% a year, scant native culture, careless,
raw, active,eager,---- this country is our own country
of 1830 to 1850 all over again,., States Rights are far

stronger than Federal power,

Vista Geral de uma Fazenda de Café — E. de Szo Paulo,

They are keen for the Rockefeller Commissao---it

is in demand far beyond its ability. What with my trav-
elling expenSps paid, with new places opening up every-
where, a mod;rate amount of money to work with and every
kind of country in the world to be visited and work to

be done in many of them, I feel satisfied I shall get

valuable adminicstrative experience plus an exteaorginarily
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interesting life along other paths.

Most of the food is new, the language is new but not too
hard , there 1s going to be enough interesting medicine to
keep a man busy on that alone, and there is enough contact
with everybody----from the Naval Attachees wife'round_the
circle meeting the Indian sqaw at the place where the.
ladies drink, gamble and keep cool. . :

When we were out in Campos scooping up the larvae, Smillie

said "If only myhplinical professors could see me now!" But

after considering it we decided that they pay %100 a week for

the chance each summer and refer to it as fishing, whereas we
get get paid for doing it ---and, catching no fish either we

score morally by nop calling @ it"fishing",
I expect to call it off here after about a month or two
of studying hookworm, malaria and Portuguese, And in June or

July I'll go to Santa Catherina to make a survey there ---

nice cool country, I'm told,
This town of Sao Paulo is a delightfully cool wellkept

Californian town in éhigh rolling section of hills, and inp
all the obvious ways a good place to liﬁe in, It is not aas
beautiful as Rio but nothing could be very well, though it is
more cool and comfortalle,

Smillie bought a parroqueet yesterday in Rezende and we
solemnly carried the little green devil through two lines of
swell Brazilian soldiers in the station last night, who were
standing at attention, awaiting a pair of French Gommissionem
who came down with us on the train, After this impressive
reception to the bird, and an extremely affectionate and excit-
ed greeting by young John Smillie, aged 4, the'parroquéet met
tragic end by being under the advancing toe of Grandmother
Anderson---- and now the only thing that stands plain is that
tnere are lots more paroqueets in -Brazil and we were going to
get another anyway, Good luck tonyou all and dont worry that
these pages aren't numbered---much of Homer, we are told was
carried in the heads of those who liﬁ%d his stuff---and I shall

do better when I settle down,



II — Mussurana (Ozyrhopus cloelia) matando uma jararaca (Lachesis lanceo-
latus) serpente venenosa
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May 3

Today is a holiday in Brazil, these are frequent and
thoroughly observedbe becaﬁse they do not have omr custom
of a single long holiday in the summer, As I said well obsos;
ved, excepting the men who make a tidy penny each holiday
by hiding 1nAthe office buildings and arresting the people
who try to work against the law---the detective is glven
half the féme! | '

The last three days Smillie and I have been getting up
at six and hurrylng over to the Santa Casa de Misericordia
a huge hospital run by the Catholic Sisters, to run through
some c¢linical tests on the use of beta-naphthol as a remedy
for hookworm, The patients are all uneducated Brazllians,
in one of the eye wards, most of them having trachoma, and
all of them well infected with H# (hookworm), It is simply
a perfect little laboratory we work in, though the gift of
as much as five milreis (§1,) would be so frightfully liber
al an act that you'd be put in the papers for it instanter,
Where the money comes from to run the whole big place is
problematical---exceptathat the Catholic church is behind it,
Were it nq’ for the awful numbers of flies and the crowding
of patlenﬁs one on & high bed and one on the floor beneath
him, the hospital would be quite prcsentable, The gardens
around which the buildings lie clolatered are of course 1
lovely, There are royal palms, fir trees that come down only
to 156 feet from the ground with a little hedge of young bame
boo in pote to magqva cool little retreat under the fir tree
complete, And a dull droning noise fills the air, pouring
out of the imposing chapel that abnits ABahs senter of the
garden,--~ the prayers of the sick for rélier from their
11lls, When one of our patients, Jose Boli, a pasty faced
little defective with trachoma and an unqunchable grin,pray-
ed this week it worked wonders and Jose is host no longer
of 768 hungfy H# worms and is fast convincing me that even
if you dont prevemt H¥* recﬁrring in Brazil you can do an

enormous lot of benefft to some pretty miserably ill men



., Gowm here, .
I keep draamlng that I am going to South America,

which under the civcumltancea 18 an amnaing thing o-my

dream comes to with a rush each nornins when ny oyea open ©

" on the gracerul palm waving by my ‘window, A

ST ime winter sult that I brought down heére has not

been too ‘hot yet, 'and 1t bids fair to grow cooler eti*l
though ah overcoat will never be a nocosalty.

‘ “" mhe food here at the Instituto Paulista is simply

‘delicious especially the meat, I am getting S0 that'I can
get my gastric claims attended to by the waiter pretty well
but he 1s shocked more than he can help showling by the small
meals I take and the ever pbesent "Chega" with which I walve

‘aaide three courses of meat or tree kinds of Jjelly, The coffee
here is simply delicioun and the Brazllians take it the way
' the'English take'tea Theres a bis differencé in their sugar
though, it 48 fine and flakey and dissolves almost immediate-

i ¢ ; 1n any size cup, Of course the fruit is good éspecially
some of theee thinga I have never tasted before.

o Up on my wal1s' here already hang the pictures that
‘adorned the walls at 355 Marlborough, the M.G,H, &nd Gener-
al Hoapftaifsz, or at least somé of them, for I think ther's
a good déal to be said for hauling the Penates around with
you, As soon as I get to‘é post and settle down (as the sea
gulls say) I shall put up those famous flame célored curtains
‘which turned up quite unexpectedly in some of the stuff I
unpacked in that lovely oity of RIO, It was a humorous sight
to see them roll out in all their Tupper madness of color
upon the wéll swept floor of the Intefnncional,---’ir a few
certain spoons had ratg#éd'out with them the illusion would
have been complete! ’ '

Which one or the ramily likes the flavor of sassafrass
: especially? They have boxes made of the 'ood here and the 8
smell is really very ploasant and not too atrong When I get

to travelling though there will be a lot of things to get

so I'd best wait,
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liay 5th,
h ' This is supposed to bo the beginning of the cold

weather Loday, So I took advantage of the chance and walked
home with my coat end waistcoat over my arm -nd a nice layer
of silk botween my flea-bitten chines and the mild breezes
of Illmo, Dr, Epitachio Pessoa's native land,(He's the nut
that has just been elected president of Brzil), As I sald
,f;hh 18 the beginning of the cold weather, and 80l celebra=
ted by ghbing out to Pthelrog and collecting some anopheles
and culex larvae to study this next week, Elavo the negro
diener at the school of hygeine went with me and took gre: .t
pride in talking Poruguese to me the entire time, while I t
“took equal pride in understanding him, which.I can do now to
my great amazement by assuming thet he is a French Canadian
trying to talk Latin when flushed with the tnmaa.of winq.

The words bear about that relation to aaything you ever heard
before, Coming home I did feel the need of a more satisfact-
ory medium of exchange, for a very inebriate elderly negress
of navvy's dimensione reminded me of "lMy Sunday at Home" and
I knew fear what it was, The motormen on these bondes(srect
cars) stop the car any time anywhere and for anythinge--it
reminde me of La Belle France,

Before 1 rOrgét it let me call attention to the low
salaries and the equally elevated morals of the the Customs
Officials in this great land---if you must send me anything
that can be worn or sold ‘send it to 61 Broadway with the

- explicit directions on it Pobe sent in any shipment to @r
Hackett,ana not in the mall , Things otherwise get stolen or

require ages of quarreling with the auth@rities before they
can be delivered, 3 :
Yesterday Smillie and I went té& the Darlings for

Sunday dinner, Dr, Darling was one of General Gorgas' chiefs
in Panama from 1905 in the yellow fever days to 1013, is in
the R, Commission now and 18 the head of the school of Hy~
geine which the State of Sao Paolo has begun here, For the
last three years he has been in Java on H# and Malaria and

in addition to these remarkable experiences is a man who



could take you out to the barn and be worth llagenlns to on
anything he happened to eee first, Of course he is raéoinp
ating as an authority on Javam for he is crazy about ite---
sleeps in a sarong wears it all the time in his don,-uaod to
chew betel nut,which he says has everghhing that a cocktail
has except the alcohol, and has a collection of Javan things
that I've never seen equalled on any similar subject, His
wife is so amusing! She is a fat cheery outspoken high tem-
pered Southerner who is just a8 well defined a character as
her husband and is the mother of four perfectly delightful
and very outspoken and determined children, She is the boss
as well as the mother and the morale of the troope is obviaus-
1y good, I had an awfully good time there and shall go again,
The Professor is one of the worlds authorities on mosquitoes
and is the livest brain I've geen here yet,

You should see the use of the Boston garter here,--
it 18 but another illustration of the fact that you can do
anything somewhere in this world and get by without comment,
All the sporty children in the cities wear half lenghh socks
with a bréght blue or purple garter man's aiyle holding the
sock in place, An old stage device as I remember it at Keith's
that made all the women scream with raucous pleasurel

We used to think the soil in Colorado was red , Com-
pared with the deep dye here it was the delicate pink of a
ghell, It is really a magnificent combination the deep red
of the eoii and the rich subtropical greens of all the plants,

1 got Father's letter of April third on the 30th of
the same month and was glad to find it as prompt as that,

The opening of the 24e letters he mentioned was quite all
aé 1% shold be and if similar apparently impersonal things
turnup dothe same for it is no pleasure to have anaagerii
advertisement '

chase you all over the world,

There are no changes in the plan to stay here till
at least June 18t and there is not a suggestion of any Aiff-

jeulty in acclimating myself to this type of continual sun-
shine, Good luck to every Griggs ---its good‘to remember
what atall blond looks like! '



ITI1

— A Mussurana

(Oxyrhopus ecloelia)

engolindo sua victima
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May 10th Domingo 1
Please let me know if these typewritten offerings on
the family hearth are too much imfluenced by the commercial
scool (dropping my aitches a bit ) of thought, because I don't
want to be so formal and typewritten to the boosum of the fam-

31y
During the past week I have been JOHN W, SARGENT to. a

most interesting group of mosquitoes and though you may say
that the portrait of that elderly female culex is an outrage-
ous carieature and notbk at all flattering ---- you must admit
tha£ the one of those two old anophelines eating together 1is
wonderfully spirited,-- an amazing bit, I have also been
Margeret E, Sanger to those mosquitoes (business of birth
controlgd among the larvae) and have been Katherine(in the Be-
mis sense of ihe word)too:‘so that theres little I dont Kknow
about them, Though I may sound bored by so muck concentration
as a matter of fact it 1s a great relief to be at consecutive
well-ordered work again and the hours ;n the Laboratorio do
Hygiene e Saude Publicae are satisfactory.

There are some amiusing things to be seen here inthe way
of customs and points of view, Its good technique if you and
your wife belong to the liesure class, to lock her in when you
go down town in the afternoon, Quite the thing for her to look
out of the front window though and her counter move is to make
& nice 1little cushion that fits the window and there she lolls
all the P.M, shall we say slightly bored in expression, It is
& town where all the fazienderos or big plantation owners,
come to live from"the coffee" when they have become so absurd-
ly rich that they have té have company to live it down. So they
blow in, or rather out a good deal in perfume, in automovels
(guess at i1t), and as their women are following the. U,S. movies
as a standard of dress and behaviour the Society is rather dress
sulty and the women run to fluIf and picture hats: simple --
like an orchid, On the street cars the conductor alwaye blows
a tin whistle as a warning that he soon will ring the bell, and

en route the motorman anxiously looks up and down the cross



streete for possible lean-passengers or probable fat-ones;at al-
most any distance,

The people are odd in one way that I have mentioned before,
they are so subdued and sober, They are the sort of people it is
impossible td take off, because they have no tangible identity
to begin with and they'd take it with seriousness and fortitude

or with that wonderful explanation they give for many North Am-
erican incomprehensible acte "the North Americans are a practi-
cal people --there is a reastn for thét somewhere", But I not-
ice that Hackett and Smillie are both much quieter than the

men at home and they seem to have caught the Spiritleés spirit,

The negro blood has failed to cheer up the people in any percept-
ible way, though its the same negro in most other ways. In fact
Smillie tells me that up in the interdmor you can hear them tell-
ing most of the Uncle Remus storées -- handed down from thé ori-
ginal African source, Darling believes that they must have killed
of a very large number of the active spirited stock among the
Portuguese during the Inquisition , and to that lethal selection
you can undoubtedlya add the cumulative effect of the rule of
celibacy for hundreds of years in the recruited prdesthood, and
the factthat of the adventurers who survived their adventures and
settled here in the early days usually diluted their abilities
in the colored blood around them, The effect may not céme from
these causes but 1t is just what the causes would give, I can
assure you, _

I am getting very fond of the Brazilian oxen the more
I see of their touchingly simple attitude toward their work: if
they dont hear the wheels squeaking they stop then there and for
good . So the drivers --whose mothers are usually ministers wlves
and have had practise a with similar situations in the parish--
put charcoal in the axles, and you should hear country 1life in
Brazil! 1Its asseream |

Good luck to you and my love to the missus

Ly o B o

Alau .
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‘A warm blue-fogged autumn day with the night's cold mist
scarcely rolled back off the mountains arounds US-=---- and you write
May on the letter if you are down here for the winter! I havent been
able to feel cold yet and have been here in two or three hot waves
but these people are selling charcoal braziers and the ladies have
begun wearing their furs when they go out walking under the bananas
and palm trees, It is very attractively cool heree and no mistake

about that.
Your letters have been more welcome than you'd suspect

without 1gg(reminiscences of Bordeaux and the queer wave of isolation
that comes over you before you can get a foothold in a new place,
Menkind handles the problem of Isolatiom in various ways., Aneas as I
remember it made it quite objective by believing two of the gods

were mixed up in his leaving home, and when things went badly he re-
ferred to wrathful Juno interms anywhere from petulance to blasphemy
and when things went better he bhanked his stars for what few pro-
tagondste he did have in heaven. English colonials settle it by taking
out a great quantity of home with themand never thinking of returning
for good; thus ending by having more lovable 1llving in Kuala Lumpur
or CapeTown than they could possibly secure at"home,  Oyr friends
the Christiams who are morally so intent on the dismal business of
self-isolation begin about in the late after-noon to feel how far
away they are from everything and what a cool and uhrelenting world
of toil and struggle they are in ., It 1s in this evensong and vespers
etc. that they reassare themselves that there 1s some help for mans
lonely lot, his throes of melancholy, his nakedness to the winds of
adversity, and that (excepting in epic circumstances llke 1914¢ 1918)
most suffering and dying is done without solace of companionshbp--
and alone, So they reassure themselves with calling eachotherd attent-
ion to the “ Rock of Ages Cleft for me" (ME!!!)

or to the fact that Jesis gives "the weary calm and soft repose"

and with the burden of the struggle if not lightened at least re-
arranged they fare homeward---- feeling a bit less lsolated,

Still other people handle their isolation by great memory feasts and
recollection parties, ending with _"jus£ wait till I get back™!,

"Boy, won't that boat look good to me"! --- and others wellknown,



And still others, like the Supt. at the Good Samaritan Hospital
who says she won't have another dog because she expects to be
too miserable when she loses her first, refuse to feel anything
lest they feel alone sometlimes!

I have had the proof in the past two weeks that the
Past, with alla its certainties and wm known pleasures, 1ts mellow
satisfactions, its maudlin securities, acte as the great inertia
and obstruction to ke Desire and Impulse of any sort; capable
of smothering by logic any and every of the stange un5e3§3%able
sparks of wanting-to-do- something-for-its-own-sake, Of the strength
of the Past -- letters from home, photographs, and My God tunes

on the Victor ---- I've had proof adequate of late, but I never

have had such a magnificent knowledge of freedom as breaking with
it gives, nor have I beern ever felt as the danger of perpetual se-
curity as frsh as now comes the delicate security of perpetual dan-
ger and isolation, You are one of the few people I know who I know
can understand what I mean---- and you know as well as I do that
sometimes the Past gets a merciless 1nn1ng; that the worst of belng
sick is the vague homesickness that goes with 1t, and how disgrace
fully grateful you feel to the people who protect you for a second
and then plant you on your feet again ----but the other you like
as miich a8 I: looking over this Braziliankto the palms, cedars,
and bananas trees, the bright red earth, the pink and yellow
stucco houses, the distant fazendas, and the blue mountains at the
rim of the sky---- thats all new, beautiful, and 1t 1is reality,
for I'm out in those hills in a week treating 400 Portuguese a qay
and trying to get ideas of how to live into them at the same time.
Which 1s a great deal better than 2ekk looking out and .thinking of
"what used to be " ete ete. I am grateful to have you to write to
for nobody else I know could possibly conclude that (1) I am not
lying away homegickness, or (2) that.I em noy on the verge of bec
oming a Brazilian---- they would inevitably believe one or the other,
I wish you were knocking around with me here, réaring with
pleasure, as I do (much to the sfrprise and delight of the sombre
natives) at all the things I see, things that amuse all grades

from Rabelais to Charles Laﬁb. ‘Twould be such a'delignt -==- ToOr
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I know you'd think of tihem wmuca about tae sane &s I and they are

certainly like nothing on earth, Yesterday I heard a pleasant

flutey se»% sylvan sort of music in front of me on the street.

A rough thin slouching sort man approached with a large glass

case with cakes in it balanced beautifully on his head, and in his

hand he held "to his mouth an absolute replica of the pipes of Pan -

reeds bound together , on which he was sdlemnly rather wistfully

blowing-~-his cakes for sale---- as he walked down between the

open windows of his clientele on the.Rua Brigadiero Thomazo Tobias,
' B Hydrick-- one of the Commissao Rockfellar men down he

here says that about 8 years ago an American Gunboat, having

occasion to go up the Amazon a way, sighted a .Brazilian flag fly
ing over a fort ., The Commander was feeling tactful and oredcred
a four gun salute to the Brazilian flag--- which was duly carried

out, A single gun from the fort acknowledged the salute----- and
a launch put out from the fort with a huge white flag flying and
- the C.0. of the fort in beautiful uniform, to say that he would
have held out to the end but that he ran out of powder!

" Ther's a wave of anti- Americanism béing fostered by t
the I talians and the anti-governmeny crowd here now, and its
great sport to watch our opportunities to extend or retract out
work as the opportunities occur, Wilson's Kes lMexican policy and
his attitude to our foreign posseesions, in the opinion of the

men who have been here 40 years, is the only reason that it is
possible for Americans to live openly or honestly here at allg
There were some very mercenary and shady deals about to be
backed up by the U.S. government had not W, been elected,
Kermit was much involved! HalHA!

Good luck and tell me what goes on, when the

spirit moves you
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Does it inwardly irritate you to have it type-
written? I won't again if it does but 1t is so convenicnt to
have all the letters describing things down here done this way
to keep the coples of for thc ffiture 'nd the rest of the family
-==%ell I have yet to hear from them as a matter of fact on this
and other subjects,

To-night, May 10th, makee the end of my first
month in Brazll, but I wont burden you with the soggy eort of
review of deeds that falls due upon anniversaries, but pass on
to all the things that are making this long chance I took more
and more successful as time goes by, Of course the 10th of May
i1s most famous to me as the great national holiday of that
paragon among natlions, the TROBANS, bisw but the surfeit of hol-
idays among the Brazilians has begun to eclipse the rare days
given over to rejoleing among the smaller peoples,

I have been here in Sao Paulo fo: about three
weeks plcking up some ‘of the medicine and lab, work that is
going to be useful to me at work here, In having the comreade-
ship and direction of Jack Smillie, a C,C, graduate who was
in IT Accdemy Greek with me and is assistant 1n-the Govt,
Sehool of Hygeine here and in the Rockefeller Foundation as
well, T am certainly fortunate, And it 1s just as comfortable
to have ae chief boss Lewis Hackett, who preceded me up atit

‘the Richarde Camp, This week I shall go out to Atybaia or to

Parana to a post up in the coffee to get broken in to the
real fleld work, And thence to Rezende again with Smillie for
a longer 8tay and probably some rcal first hand work, August
(the dead of winter) will see me in my own field possibly in
Santa Catherina or Marinhao where it is ésaumed I ghall be the
boss and run things to suit mycelf and write my own reports
and have the management of three or four posts and all the mie-
croscopists and guardas( men nurses ) that 1t takes to run them,
| But as thinga seldom are tle Bime as you expect
and as prophecy is not anybody's forte these days, to confine

my lettoers to what I've scen will satlsafy you best, But I cateh



myself wondering where you are and what goes on? So much so that
1 an going to send this home to the Flat and rcl}éhon Jour home
coming about the time this gete to the U.S,

Yesterday eo I was coming home to lunch a ragged slouche
ing sort of man approuched me and he was making a‘pleasant Eyl-
van sort of music soméhow,wlth something at his mouth, Balanced
beautifully on his head a large 51488 case of cakes ~and in his
hand sure enough Pan 8 Pipes--rcads bound together witn a thong
on which a& he was solemnly rather wlatfully bl@wing--a-his cakes
for sale----as8 he walked down_between‘}he>09en_w1ndowa of his
clientele aloﬁg the Rua Brigadiefo Tob&as.v Tis a great place herc
to find new and conaequently very old eustoma._ |

when Jou pases the cemetery here every hat in the street
car is l%fted, And a bquk further on ;f the girl in front of you
gets off she says goodbye with her hand péim up wiggllna all the
fingers, to the friend ahn 18 leaving stlll on the car, All the

i carrying is done on the head ---up %o pianos where it is8 recog-
nised that four heads arec better than one, Of course all the
stores arc open to the stgcet, and the same holds true for the
many laundries, apparently the girls who 1roﬁ there in their bare
calves and white dresses find that 1ook1ns at all. uhe passersby
makes their work drag less boringly, The butcher shOps have to sell
each day's meat before noon or it 1s taken away from them, And 1if
you like fresh milk, as the cow might say to tﬁgrggif "you know
what you can dq -== l'Or the milking can bo done out on the street
in front of your houae. B ks i

There 18 no libel law herc at all aqd ihe art o:iscpro
rillous writing flourishes to an astonishin; degree, with .plority
'of sheets like "Perfuso"(which means the secrew) to ruin peoples
nomes, But of course the writing is amusing and it must be a rellef
when you have a ghod mad on to be able to publish all of itlf -
During the past week I was the speaker at a Current
Events class where with ‘& Coldstrean Guardsman I told them about
this wa --«uAW%%‘they are so blissfully ignorant ot down here,
I didnt let them off with the journalist's ideas about the war
and told them that if the Americans had not boasted so much about
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the perfééficn bf all they did and of how they had won the Wwgp
and of how well the mail was being delivered to the boys etce
and of how the American soldiers were the best fed of all ete

then I should not feel so 1ncl&h$d\ta eriticise, but that as it
i8 ~-~=and then T told them some¢ of the thinge I have secn among
the Asericans and $7ho1a Ahem fha mest Lhteres: ing thing to me
abogt those facts was that I couldnt get anyone at home to believe
them, and they wouldnt either, ThQ‘I.M.C.A. criticisms were brought
up ef’cnurse snd I thld them everything‘can"happen in war and that
I think that the current feeling among the troops was due more to
Y, inefficiency than to sectarian rasentment (a reason suggesed by
& woman whose brother is in the ¥Y,! ). I also think that some of
the Y, difficulty was due to the fact that there were large no.s
of Americans who up to the end didn£ know that there was a WAR on
and were acting a bit peovlsh ‘because thinga didnt go as smoothly
as they had been told abwut in those damned newapapera we all
read and ot our ideas from in the U,S, ;

Well to tell the truth I found homecoming a very dispirit
ing business because I dont think the erowl who stayed at home
will ever realise what has been done fer Lhem ;-~- I didnt see
enough folke who were wbrth all the dyzng that I saw bekng done
for them, Too many curs,

There are perf ctly lovely woods here in Brazil, Such
colors and arrangements of grain as you could nbsldream of, and
in the hands of some of these native woodworkers & marvel of
their own possibilities, I shall nbdt leave ‘without some of their

boxes and trays,
Do be a good lady and write me q h&t of a letter about

how you find these United SQaten when youbaaturn4 Youll find
Faiths family more amusing and delightful than ever, She is the
only one who moking much application of the sterling principles
of large families which we learned at 731 North Cascade, And
as a partial result the place is in the most agreeable stir all
the time, I liked it better than ever,
Good luck and cheerio--- wish i could have waited
till you came back before rolling down to Rio
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Hearing that the Uberaba is leaving Santos on the 25th

I an going to chance a letber filled with the urgent trivial re-

quests that seem to develope 80 acutély when you are miles from
any sort of stores or agencies for the wellbeing of man,

Sometime when you are in town can you ordier & pair of
low shoes from Coes& Young (they have my size and style) and going
next door order at Delanos a good Leghorn or Bankok hat size 7 3/8
or 7 1/4 large, And can you telephone M, Sullivan in Cambridge on
lit, Auburn St, near Boylston and tell him to make me two suits of
light white duck and two of light weight kahki drill, with waiste
coats, 1,e, 3 plece suits, He has my measurements, And give to
each the enclosed paper to be put on the package when it is sent
to International Health Board 61 Broadway, New York City, to be
forwarded from there, Charge them to yourself and I will see that
you get a check for {100, in time to save your using the back door
as they flow in the front door bills in hand, Clothes can be gotten
in about 2 to4 monthe time thue ‘and are infinitely to be preferred
to the atirocious prices and doubtful workmanschip here,

If Sulliven is dead or out of reach they may remember me
at lMacullar Parker's where I got a suit in shantung silk about is
Feb 23 last, ' | '

Today as I w-s working at the School of Hygeine I heard
a w{d yell or two aﬁd then the usual sequence of pistol shots and
more yells and then looked'out to éee the whole neighborhood on t
the deag run toward the row, which means 1t was a civilian affair
beczuse in the case of its belng the State Pollce in a row the
crowd 1s always and wisely gcentrifugal , I dont know whether any
one wag killed but like our own early-days fights are menaged that
way. On one of the fazendas we did séme work on & well known bad
man got into touble with the owmer, At eight o'clocL in the even=
ing he told his friends that he was going to shoot the owner the
next time he saw him, The fazendhiero knew the man meant what he
eald , when he heard the threat two hours later, He knew that the
gunman would enter the fazenda at about 6 the nextv. morning and he

knew the gate he would be coming by, S0 at 5 the owner went to the



gate with no gun showing and when the murderar came up on his
pony surprised him g0 that he simply told him that he didnt
dare murder him and that if he d4id to try, All the fazendiero
had said the night before when told this fellow was after
him was " I will see him before he works himself up to it",
liy period of instruction is nearly over, It has been
simply invaluable ,a: you would suppose for I knew nothing
of H# or malaria when I came, I shall be at Rezende doing
regular post work next and will write you from there,
I have seen what a tremendous diseage hookworm is demonstra=
ted on the small hospital scale here, The seriosly infected
look like perniclous anemla with bloods as low as 205 hemo-
globin, and the common rate being 40 to50, It i1s interesting
to be able to predict a mans wages in the coffee by taking
his hemoglobin;ao closely does the proportion work out,
And another interesting thing is that in the lMalay States
the proportion between ankylostomes and necators was so def-
inite &hat for each race,--Chinese, Tamils, Europeans ete,

that Barling thinks it may be of some value in wnravelling
the obscure pointe in the origins of the races there, ethnic

groups widely scattercd having the same "ankylostome indexY

He 15 a moay stimulating and interesting man, and has a

mental sweep that is qultgogire and yet not at all put'on.
I fthe Gregg family wish to have a bro, that in the

immotile immortal phrase of lirs, Forbes, "is out of touch
with thinge in Milton" they could club together at say July

11th and give me a subscription to the Sunday Herald,
Your birthday will go by before you get this but
best of luck and frequent thinklngs of you,

Y.L.B,

MM( U -
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It i¢ the third of June ---the dead of winter here ,the
tlme most dre ded by the coifee growres on account of the chance
of frost and when you look at the beauty of thu endleasiy blue sky
and the temperature of South Tamworth in late lMay ,-- 1t is not a
very threatgning sort of winter after all,

S8ince the 25th of May I have been up in hthe interipre-
that 1s about 12 hours in , at two places named’ Brodowski and Ati-
bala, tiny primitive frontier places where we have posts and work
golng on actively amon; the cofiee c«.d cotton fgzendas, To Brode
owskl the night train from Sao Paulo takes 12 hours, at first on

a perfect rail , later on the wildest sequence of Jjerks and lurches

that was ever called & rallpoad, pulled by Lhe usual woodburning

engine, These woodbufning engines are no Joke, the glowing cinders

frequently burni your travelling cidthes in large holes, --- but
at night are quite fine to see, a crbss between & volcano and a
pinvheel,

I wenb up with Dr, Hydrick and his successor here as state
director Dr, Mario Pernambuco, Hydrick is a very likable and pol-
ished southerner, a Rhodes scholar, and a very good man, Dr, Mario
is a wise, eoven-tempered little fat mm man, with the face a highly
educated baby, and a pleasant way of deliberate contemplative action,
Brazilians are much more carcful about meeting their friende and
employers at the station than we are, so it wae no surprise to see
most of the personel of the post at the trailn when we arrived, We
walked right up to the post arnd surprised the secepetary still in his
pajanas at 7 o'cloek in tlie morn,--for which he promply zot a cool
comment from Dr Hydrick who 18 one of thoaé ehvlmble-people who
doeent lose his own balance when he wants to upset others, We found
that the guardaa'( the men who ride out and glve treatment under the
doctors ordems) were on strike and the mornings business rapidly
turned to the interviewing of all the guardas, and running a South
Americon strike smong about twenty rather frightened but defiant men.,
Not knowing enough Poruguese to follow the talk I spent my time trye
ing to decide vhethorthey were lying or no§, You would be surprised
to see how much behaviour tells,how little what i1s sald, At the end



we had fired three men, These went to the others and started
a little movement to call our han? by all goéing ., Hydrick's
- southern tenmper was Jjust the ﬁhing for this and when he
went out to them with eyes blaﬁlng.and called out " Que
male ? que mais? " (who else ? who else ?") they decided
they wouldnt go after alland the strike waxed very weak.
The cause, in case Richard's social instincte are arroused
by the apparently high handed treatment of labor, was the
fact that they were all reprimanded for being late to break
faat by their chefe, who owed a 11tile money to the ring
leader of the"strike",

The town of Brodowmski is flat and western 15 the
completeness of the plan and the Lnéompleteneeq of the aegz
gettlement, It is 1n'highx relling hills which are covered
with unending rows of coffee bushes, a rich deep green and
g beautiful thing to see, You do not think of Brazil as :
monntains, but that 1s almost all I have seen thusfar aund
‘Hackett saye that 1. nearly all there is, The ground ;s a
very deep red, almost purple, and looks just like blood on
the horses legs when jyou come in from a zone or,af@g of treat
ment, It is an enormous country and in the interior I was
juet at Abraham Lincoln's time--- the early settlers are
pushing out into the wilderness with muzzle-loading rifles
and axes, the shanties are shared by much of the livestock ,
and life in many ways 1e dateﬂllaas . |

 On the 20th, starting =t 4 A.M,, on a little single
footing horse Raoul Dini, the suafda, and I rode out to the
fazenda Ollhos d'Agua. lNost of the way it was bright sior-
1light with a cool morning breeze and evergbhing on the road-
gside looming very large and more than ever strange, as in a
fog. Whea we gotto the taéeuda nadrugada was just breaking
over lovely rolli .g hills whose outline o alnst. the 4&e red
sky showed the low even planted coffee bushes as far as I
cuauld see, Our ponies wheeled sharply into a court-yard of

a l.rge low buildin  and two large dogs charged at thenm

Yy
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in a professional-watehdog sort of way, to be silenced gruffly
by the fazendero who Game out in the half-darkness with a candle
in his hand to b4 us "Bom dia"! He was a large fab nhort-nnckad
men with porky eyes , a rough unkempt beard, & nwarthy skin, but
rather gracious menners and obviously nobody's fool, ie led wne
way wup sémo=law'and cramped‘staira to a large dark room where we
had some excellerit coffee and bread and were eyed with glggling
curiosigy fro. the depths of the kitchen, by whdt later provel

to be his daughtér, The dawn came on quickly and soom we weat

out to some of the colonistac houses to zive the medieinm to

various membors of the family--- usually & very weary and wi.cors=

setted mother, a tired and wrinkle? father pale under his sunbura

and an assortment of undersized tired c¢hildren, on for every year

since the Catholic church lent its authority, The baby always
 hovled and spat out 1/3 of the medicine, but the guarda had be-
come an expert and d4idnt lose his_temper at all, but shovelled

in the £oo with all the zeal e#-= that comes of an incomplete

training in the art of medicine, Then waniering round the fazenda

t111 there wereno posstbilitice of any polsoning from the mellcine

I was shown more amusing new fruilts, insects, and methods of
farm manageuent than 1 have ever seen in 80 éhort a spacu of
time, There nere cidras, bright yellow fruit on low vines that
ccem a cross ‘between & squash and an orange and maxe delicious
doccs or candied fruip; On gnarled low trees I plcked and ate
jaboticaba, a berry aboutb the size of = large cherry an Wiih
the flavor of & jaboticabi.--- the be .t fhut can be done by Wy
of telling vou what to expect wien you ta te them for yourselfl,
They grew in an unusual way from the under :ide of the branchies
of t..e tregu cach fron a tiny stiff little ctem sticking straight
downward, And crwling on the ground were ants of an enorious
size, nearly zll head and 'jaws, awd yjou can pick them up
safely which enrages them and they will blte whatever is placed
in front ol them, They can essily draw blood, And out on a tree
was a very neatly built lollew globe of 4 rﬁd mud, with & nice
litlle entrance or doorway, the home of &4 bird culled Jao de

Barro, John of the 'md, anotlier uf whoee neste I saw later on



the crose bar of a telephone pole just 6o that the wires went ine-
to his house and out of 1t again, as if he weré cent.al hime
r\self, One day & new line-managcer foem the U,8, found a line

that Wes shorted-circuited snd sent & linean out to find

out what the matte, was, The man found one of the nests just

like the one I saw , promply climbed the pole attached his
appafatun to the wire snd.called up the line- manager,

"Well, who i: causing tho troudble?" sald the llue-nanage:,

"Jao de Barro" sald the man laconieally, having seen the same
thing before,

" Tell him that the Coapany 1ls golng to atatt‘legal procecis
ings ageinst him" said the manager, : ‘

They have a plensant nusicsl and very antiquted way of mille
ing the grain out in the rural districts here, In a rough opeéne
air shed on the fazenda there was placed on a big stone base the
stuip of a cedar trec about two feet-high and hollowed out in the
cehter into a huge bowl,gleaning red graln of the wood polished
by constent use, The reat of the tree, along hcavy log, was bale
anced in the middle like a se¢-saw, with one end just over uthe
. bowl and the other sticking oub of the ahbd. Sticking dowir into
the bowl was a very large peg fixed at right angles inteo the;
log, and tgﬁtgnd gticking out of the shed was'hollowed into a
huge spoon which they led a amall brook frou a chutc e# or
spout, The watcr filled upthe apoon, with a loud crcak she log
teetered down,poured out the water and with athud fell back into
position to refill--the othor end with the peg thus pounding down
into the wooden bowl heavily. It mode a pleasant nolse, dull and
ambling like the wori of oxen, and the shed was cooland mos8s growa
with a sort of swallow nesting and £1itiin: in among the eaves,

' 1n Atibaia on the ist of June I took & bully long trip
on horseback, 11 hours in the saddle and an endless variety of
sountain & cnery and native customs I have never seen of course,
nor even imagined the possibility of , You would rile down & steep
hill to come suddenly upon & barefooted mA& man corrying a mnizle

loadins rifke and a otterskin hunting bag out after his dianer,



The la joelo,

A cart with wicker sides for taking

coffee to the Railroad,
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elaply Dunicl Boone all over agala, Or Ju would be reccived
with great cereucny and nospltality in sonme \“rt-tloor parlor
Lo seca varict, of Lhinss bealdea opillacao -- the native name
-for hookworm, of thinge that the local medicine man thu curane
diero has told the Leoyle are incurable, and they take his
word as religiously &g some take R,C, Oabotd in other parts of
the world, I just longed ror a few 1n~truments --= it's r ther
fun to be taken for a mirﬁele workez when Jou ar¢ surc of your
resultsli

The doctor at Atibala wus DR, A. Pimanbal Salgado, whose
nane in Portuguece me ns pepper and salt, and who was rather
amusing company and & source of ﬂome n;w information about Bra;t;.
He hus blue eyea --2n English grandrath‘r - whioh is a dia-
tinct relier nowadays& a more wclcome and s fcz sign of relia- ;
bility thun it was at homex, That sounds ridiculous probably
but blue eyes ae:n less of the tare-brush, and as a rule you know
that meons something. He toldme a gesture Whlch Wil NeW ===
if you snap your fingers against your neck it seans " dont ask
me to talk about such a thing 1" and anothcr if you put the:
thutb of the ribht hand in the palm of the left and turn 1t é
1t means "th ‘% man is a thief --- he's cheating you", He tells
me he nade xagpg 33000. 1n the grippe epidemic here 1 ast sprlnb
in about 6 weeks =nd Just barely out of school at that,

On the 6th I o to Rezende for Lome field work there
It ia about ?hree hours out o¢ Rio apd Laigerrectly 1ovely ‘
country, Thank the lord I got my sense or direction back while
I was at Atibaia, it was eo hard to th&nk of the sun coming
rrom th- north! And at firat doan here I was losj beyond hOpe
becau.e I couldnt keep my dilhbtiJnB straight, :

An getting vcrylmuchysnt':ested in zoology with seo
mony new things to zee down here, It 1s s4ill time Dr,Darling
saye to0 naue a new specleg after yourself! He hus refused a
nmosqulito and tgo ticksee- I would be proud of anything,
There are entirely strange ﬂisgwseéhcr; that do not uppear
in our English textbooks, just freshly deacribe& end Jlscovered,
I notice the abscenc: of much té aduire or be fond o{ﬁ
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but that is not uncommon in living in tbreign c&untri@s and
letters remind me that tere are such things . It will be odd
to have thﬁ'eaménisolat:on froa th b atof péople auvrébarda
Brazil when I get back th&t‘i h.d abqun Europcan War when I
was at home, Twill be fun meeting pebple frémf-f-Bfazill!

They will be live bi:ds 1hmany'cuaes—-you shoul sea'ﬁéw the

crossing of the eg ator onlarges the realms o topics accepte

in politek conversation! A dinner perty is something clsc
again Mawruss, to what it was in Boston
| If any of thce offs rung have ltaﬁp collections I aa'
lokking fo: o position as foreign agent for & Brazil and
will be pleased teo eervé’.
I do not believe tha. Farwell is regretting his trip
at ail, and though I never thought him one to frivel overuuech

1'11 bet he 1s pretty serious minded whem he comes backe Take

him round & bit as soon as can bee- 1t 18 hard and tiring work

to try and bear the burdens of the world at this particular

stage of the same, I should bé so interested to talk with him

vhen he comcs back, I shall be interested to know what his
impressions of Englahd are, ‘

I hope that thuvﬁlologlcal detalls of your family are

" beginning to toke less and less of your time, the brushingof.
tecth,tho wiping of noses, the cutting of teeth and God knows -

what more, Make then take ¢ re of themselves for a bit and
put in a2 prayerful half hour each day thinking of what you'd
moat like to do and doimg 1t, Just beciuse mf you have had
a large and happy family, nor lost a husband to death or %o
indif€prence like many other women, nor lost a ebn»in the war,
these are no good reasons for not béing as happy a& c.n be
now that the famrlily is fair into college, Iou;ll make better
ay in this bit of sunshine if body 1z given over to splirits
and Rkapuex’ your scrutiny is glven to theatre programs instead
of the cternal dlaper, Without more advice from a brother as
0ld as Jim was vhen your ceccond was born (figurative way of
saying young but not so awfully young) you con continue your
wellknown domestic triumphs unaided ---but do write me Soone
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It 1: Bunday and we have just fipished the
morning me.l called almoco, at 11330 and Smilled and I are sitting
in the bed room rwaitin@ for the spirit to come over us to make
out a list pr all the people we have treated since 6 this morning
both in the Santa Casa de Misericordia and elsewhere, We are no
longer in the state of Sao Paulo but down near Rio in a town by
the name of‘Rezende, sltuated much like Celorado Springs, with
splendid high mountaing to the west of us and with the same beau-
tiful weather to bless us all day long, '

We came on the 6th and today is the 8th ; yesterday
went into a long day of w ndering up and down the village street
looking for special cases ia treat today~;-an attenpt to geat the
routine treatment for its efficiency'in gebting rid of Hx infection
and to try out the value of aomé more frech chenopodium, I begin
to sce signe of people here being kecn aboqt the work 1nvthe b oJST
ceptions 5igﬁn.yauﬁ in the native hnts,fandﬂiﬁ;tha vnlgntarw réé
queéts for'treatment from the people who have seen wnat 1t has
done for their friends, The number of hagroee hire 1& much above
what 1t 18 dowm in Sao Paulo, and thelhousea are even mndre sketchy
than ever, 4

k Part of our work is in the local Sania Casa, a combine
ation of poor house and hospital, It is large and airy but none
too clean and floating about there i1s that same old acrid smell
of the poor and unkempt, that makes me thankful at least that 1t
is not Russia with any ezcuse for cloéins the windows ! There 1s
a girl who propels herself about the floor oﬁu her hands, legs
long since puralyaéd, vho elfts the corn and leers at the strangers
or beats the wandering chickens cats and dogs who are far more
real to her than toumz us, There is an 0ld man who w.nders about
telling us that if he had had any scnse he would have taken kero-
sene years ago for it brihgs the alr in higs body Jjust as it takes
the air into a lamp--and he then produc?s o bottle of it from his
dirty pocket and drinks plenty of it for a demongtration. " I used

to like Jao Periera da Silva once" he murmurs frequently "but thanks



¢ %0 God I domnt 1likr him any more", And all the othér inanig
8 of a Portugues or rather s Brazilian poor house, and its
ruel stupidities, : : . :
Outeide two’Royal Palms reach up their tiawlé&a'qﬁafta
seventy or eighty feet with 4 thick rioh oollér bf gréén‘at
_the top from which sway the innuamerable stately leavea--- |
one or the most wouderlully satiafaotory trees I have ever
seen, And to the west down a pictureaque street of blue, white
yellow or bronzed housges stands an old ehuréh'agalnet'the
deep biué'of these strange irregular monntainn; Long teams
of oxen lazily drone down thé street, the whells creaking
exactly as the bookcasé in Fathers study used to, louder
and never ending while the catr still turns ite solld wood-
en wheels, ‘ _ o i
Last night the village drunk, G&briel; cume round to
see us,?0 years old, but happy with pingg‘(tho native whisge
key) and insisting on long conversations witﬁ himself or
any one else, only too deliglited to élng and dénce for us
in the moonlit garden the songs of the early days when he was
a glave and & man he knew who tried to kill his fdrmer nag-
ter, He is a p rfect natural clown,and I can see him sgill
dancing extravagandly and to a chorus of handclapping a
gong to a flea ‘
Estava na cosinha
Fazendo o meu  Jjontar
0 diabo da pulga
Morden meu calcanhar,
Olhe como pula,
Como transita,

Como e travessa
Esta maldita,

Pulga te juro,
Dou testemunha
Pego-te no dedo
Estalo-te na unﬁa

Sacudo a coberta, Torno a sacodlr,
0 diabo da pulga

- Nao me deixa dormir,
Father's polyglot tendencies will probably suffice to une-
ravel all this, which was sung in a very thick gutteral

way that I could only recognize parts of,
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Aletter from Hackett tonight confirms my impression which I
wrote t0 you that I would go south to do a survey there,
He saye "We have two pleces of work to be done this year since
the bugets expire on Decembor 31ist, These are the surveys of
Santa Catherina and Parana, Since the work in Santa Catherina
is to be followed by the immediatex installation of an inten=
slve post, it would be well to do Parana first, The trained
personal from the Parana survey con then be taken te Santa C
Catherlina , and later used as the nucleus of an intensive poat,
You will w nt to begin this work in July,"
Which when translated into terms of one U,8, syllable means
that I am going into the coolest part of Brazil among more
white people than anywhere else t0 do the work of finding out
the extent of dnfection in & state and later going to do the
same Lhing in even a cooler and more southoern part of Brazil
this later time anong the great German section !

Look up your map and finé me ---for I'll be there by the t
time this gets to you,

That was rather extraordinary news about Gerald Seldom=
ridge that you wrote me, Gene Prston had taken the element of
‘8urprise out of it by what he had said to me the year I was
out ink the Springs but I cant say it is any less impressive,
As you say 1924 ought %o be a great celebration and I thinik
you can count on my belhs at the table with a few remarks about
how well I like the U,8, food and what it all means to have
a large family of eiblings and a supernormal Mother and Father
of the ANGLO-SAXON race ! In these things I am content,

All the afternoon we have spent at the Santa Casa,
watbhing o girl with severe symptoms of pobsoninga after her
dosage this morning, and peor old Smillie whose wife died here
in Brazil last fall in childbirth, h.s all the scene recalled
to him every time he comes near to death, I dont suppose that
I will ever have to gee so much as at Remye-=- and surely I hope
not. She is much better this evening poor thing., When we left
the hospital the crawling girl and the old old man were sitting
out together on the stone porch in the twilight quiet in the
quietness that cannot if it would---simply without hélp.

Good night to you both



Out of the Cosinha window Itatiaia,

Coming over from the mangero tonight I passed
two enormous palms, splendid, smooth-shafted, Royal
Palms, eighty feep high, quiet and motionless in the
soft brilliant moonlight, against the strange irregular
outkine of TItatiaia,cloud ridden and high agggggx the
white huts, It is' a village by day of bullock carts
squeaking down from the hiils,bringing r&ce, beans, and
other coarse farm produce to exchange them for salt and

enough
such implements as they may be intelligent to want

But for all the beauty and novelty I do not forget that
part of the world where hushed,stark, two-storied farm=-
houses stand, not low white-walled casasa humming with

the chords of guitars, nor where flutters white birches
in the moonlight and not tall wkikke shining-leaved palms,
With moonlight on its slow swaybng leaves--- well you
but the chief trouble

say ité unforgetably beautiful 3.

is that such beauty is forgetable, it surpasses memory

and all that stays is the remenbrance of being overwhelmeqd ,
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June 1#th finds Smillie and me up on a huge fazenda at Itatlala
the hipghest mountain in Brazil, busy treating the natives here

on some especially controlled work to determine the offectivoness
of the previous treatment they had. It is very satiefactory to
see that tho hemoglobin of those who have had the treatment be-
fore is notably higher thon it wes when they vere firat tre.ted,

and to see the willingness of the people to take the treatment,
Smillie 18 a very good sort, with the saving virtue of ine-

gatiable curiosity on & wide range of subjects and consequengly

now well informed on many things here 1n'Bra311. He has been
doing the same sort of work in the U.8, before coming down here
and has had several amueing experiences down in N,Carolina,
When a diagnosis was in doub%'yesterday he remarked that if we
were in ll,Carolina it would be easier because with children

there can be only two things the matter: "Hives" and "thrash",

there con be the bold hives, the inw rd hives, or the plain hives,
The bold hives is always fatal, Tnward hives are where no rash

appears, Thragh 18 any disease of the throat or mouth and includes

‘what we call diphtheria, tonsillitis, thrush, bronchitis and
‘peritonailiar abscess, The treatment for thrash is to pass the

child backward through & white muled collar, The chief cause of
death is periéhing“to death and vwhen pushed for an elucidation

of the term the county clerk explained that "it happens that way",
I call thesge things to mind when tempted to think that things

are & bit backward in Brazil!

You'd have been a perfect oompanion at a part I saw night
welled th ; awd | thrulk d *
befqreflgit. It was a negro danoc straight from Africa, held
u

on the maw moon, in the full moonlight and around a fire under

& crude vhalch of banana leaves, tok the rhythm of two "tambours"
or raw-hide drums beaten withk the heel of the hand, When I saw
an execited buck in the store about eight in the evening buying

ten bottles of rum and taking them away in a huge demi john it
was clear there was & party to come, These dances are always on
church holidays and are preceded by miich prayer, o that Smillie
and § waited till ten o'clock before we heard the thud of the
tambour, Wandering down toward the negre quarters we came upon

& mule train camping by the road, the animals just unloaded

were rodling in the road while the men oooked.oorreﬁ and warme
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ed up some beans for the evening meal,around a fire in thedust
of many a former mule train, The men told us that the pretos
(Portuguese for blacks) would take a bit more time with their
prayers, but that soon the "jongo" would begin, In the bright
moonlight I drifted down to the little chapel, which looks
for all the world like & parched whitened bone on the iree-
less field, and listened to the endof the service, It was
wild waliling and 1nton&u5, wi;h the left hand holding the
forenead while the right held the chin, A dog, suffering
terribly from the fleas wandered in and out among the worship
ers =-while they screaned requests to HSao Antonlio, Suspecﬁ—
ing by merely an@regationél-intuition that services were
nearly over I drifted back to the fire where Smillie was
still talking to the men of the mule train, We could hear
the gueer resonant thud of the tambours, getting higher and
higher pltched as they were dried by the fire,and soon church
was out and we saw the white figures of the negroes uresses
Arifting across the fields, We followed and came tLoa& a hut

with a small cleared dirt yard in front of it and a roof of

o fc oo

banana leaves covering one part néar the house, Nothlns

can qlitte describe the nolse that two men were making on
the tambours--- 8 most inticate ,evasive rhythm fpon a
most primitive drum, A combination of resoncnt thud and
shallow rattle , the'contrast-will carry a league on a

quiet night, A tall very black buck stood swaying @nd
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crouching by the fire»libht 1n hla fight. hand; a. t.i.nca.n ‘with
geeds in it,which he struck againat his lof% “hand in rhgtha . k
with the drummers, He was singing a loud danoe song 2ls0 in '
perfect time, and 2@ a chorus to this the negro women stan41n5
at the edge of the floor wauled a serles.of yahe~al ah, Other
negroes notd singing took turns rushing into the center or'tha
At:nd chooeging & women from the chorus ¢anced around her
with wild leapes and snapping of‘the legs and geﬁéialrmuscul-
ar taut extravagance, while she unconcernedly gpun slowly
ever to face her partner at two poles of an eblens oval
through’which they danced, This to nothing but rh&thm and
wild songs from ten t1ll six the next morning, I woke at
four by chance and st1l1l could hear the strange beating_of
the tambours far away and an occasional welling up of thg
song into the night, Later I learned that the big coon
song an"enigma" or conundrum and if the chorus couldn't
enever back she correctly he sang the same question all
night at them and in the morning he would have tom give
the anewer they should have guessed,
‘ I zpoke of the mule train, You'd hoave liked %o
gee them coming down the valley road, first a distant
tinkling cloud of dust in the moonlight, then a beautiful
slow ringing é&mes of four notes, and soon the lead mule
5kt quite proudly ahead of all the othére and his owmers
his collar hung with belle which rang clear and true,as
he passed, to point the way to the heavy~laden drooping
followera that scuffled along behind him, with theer
barefooted darkskinned owmers and a stray cur cxhaustedly
heeling the whole procéeaionpu\('of M.‘;(_L{' aﬁw"M wfe a M'L‘( “‘”“'é)’éf
They have an amusing phrase for board and lodging
vwhen it is included in a man's pay, He 18 payed "milho"

or wet, whereas if living 18 not included he is payed

"sececal dry,

I wonder what happened t0 the search for my
good old clgarette case, I havent heard of it at all,



ich I can be.r with fortitude, but if it was found by

osh I will be angry at the Brazilians if it has disappeared
in their mall or thelr customas, If you are holding it till
hearing from me, send it to me marked &s apackage to be sent
down to Dr, Hackett and send it to the International Health
Board at'el Broadway, 1 am certainly attached to the thing
for 1t recalle many queer and some very hectic ae well as
happy times ---beslides belng of adequate size and shape,

The fleas are somethiang shocking herc and I an
deflecting the course of miserable contemplation by conside
ering the whole persecution in the codl though somewhat
pruritic light of anaphylaxis, I can take the top of of a welt
with more good cheer and as much zeal when I remember that
each bite reduces my censitiveness to the toxin of the
flea,

I shall soon have finished a aescription of one

of the posts, the one at Brodowski, of which there will be
a carbon copy to show you a bit more patiasfactorily what o
gort of work it is here,

Do not let anybody worry about the fact there has

been yellow fever in Rio, We shall not have anything to do
with it and there is8 no évldence or liklihood of its spread,

Good luck and lots of it from

Y.LB,
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Itatiala, June 14

X¥ I'm out on therfazenda Itaiaia, at the foot of the highest
montain in Brazil, with a deep blue panorama‘abouf us, a wild
and simple sort of patriarchal cdmmunity, treating the workers
tabalhadores, for thelir hookworm infecﬁion and 1é€rning'this
extradrdinary 1anguage--Pbrtmguesé. "Lahguage" begins my gram-
mar didactically, "may be Qﬁakén, written or gesticulated",

The last is the most novelg and engaglng éportﬁ a gesture here
is usually a brisk summary of a set of ideas too complicated o”

unsatisfactory to explain,and they have such amuslng ones,

Snapping the fingers during any statement -means- that the speak-
er 1s incapable of finding strong enough' words- at- the moment

to express his ideas, Rapping the collar with the back of the
index finger means "Don't ask me to explain such a flerce thing
to you!" Spinning the hand witht the thumb down as apivot means
or rather is a warning agf agaihst being robbed: it once meant

f a corporal and ihrsrx four soldiers' and hence a robbe?y on
the horizon! The language itself is not hard td be poor at,

but very much too rich in syndnyms1and sibtinstivan. S0 b Apoken |

easily and well at the same time,

I wonder if the Freudian dope is still taking much of
your time: 'twas awfully interesting to find a person perfectly

integligent , knowing'the Jargon and more cheery than morbkd as

a result, lMost people who"study" it get ina sort of dementia-
precox state so far as company goes and are sort of aloof and
intangible as the result of a little learning., But the pokix

point of view means such an engagingly openhearted and cheery

way of going at trouble that I can't quite understand their gloom,
And thank God you hadnt that abstract and superior air of the
psychologiste ordinnaire --- that 1s boreing to an amazing %e
degree and so futile,

Down here I have waves of considerable loneliness, with
much interest and satisfaction in between, If ever I went into
psychiatry etc, this would be forever an interesting contrast
to remember---- for where psychiatry devotes much time to patch-

ing up a man to be adequate to his environment and demands , pub-



lic health attempte so to modify his environment that no break
cam take place, 1 do not know much about either of tham yet---
but at the rate of the past two weeks I'll soon know moee about
P.H. than psychiatry..

A nice old nigger, Jovita, (little Jove) has just come
in and given me acup of delicious coffee; with the nicest manners
you could imagine, Life is rather beautiful here for all its
crudities and inconveniences, and with work that sees
me out of bed at from four to siz in the morning I
am not worrying puritanically abouﬁ my soul's being
- able to arise ,stretch every nerve etc, Ready rising
and psychic integrity are somehow related, don't you
think so? Abrupt full consciousness seems to cut short
a large amount of furtive half memories and moods that
cramp & days work or play continually, Nao € ? I have
had rare experiences with ready rising, I may proudly
add,

In the Smart Set the stuff by Nathan and Mencken
at the end of the number is worth everything you pay
in buying a copy except the agony of the jejune aphor-
lsms about Love, that are scattered through it like
brilliants in a haircomb, I liked Nathan's definition
of a Broadway star---" usually a heavenl& body".

I wonder where you are this summer---but it
is pleasant to reflect that you're not one of those
for whom the question of "what are you going to do this
winter"? has any terrors or desperate importance, I
would invite you to Brazil on any acceptable outrageous
pretext, and write rallroad passes for you even when
you chose to visitar, provided you refused to learn to
speak any Portuguese to me and provided you wore some
shade off blue that I might never be under even the
fleeting impression of a fear that I was looking ab
another browneyed creature! 1In case you can imagine
anything more delightful and refreshing than wandering

in a lovely country (expenses free*)X among a kindly



simple pastoral people, raising their hemoglobins, wages and
what 1s more their spirits--- with fleas and the distance
from New York as the only drawbacks --- come on ! In case
you can imagine a glorified California, where no one 1is ever
criticised or restrained, because it is well known that A-
mericans live very strange but very happy lives (they adore

our movies), and in case you can think of eu® Brazil as

s
Just as healthy a place as Baltimore, and a wonderful hop
into the middle of next summer--- in case all these things
suddedly surprise you all at ance and you begln secretly td
look up the sailings to Riio during say the month of Novem-

ber, please write in time and tell me what you are going to

do next winter !




B.2.0.

I've been counting and differentiating some
5000 worms in the past two days with Br, Smillie and
living during the scuro hours of the night in a large
Brazilian fazenda.'Tis most interesting as a-form of life
--s8lmply our own & West of 1848 all over again so far as
the distances, fortunes, life in the saddle, frequency
of Jjustifiable homicide, and the other ephemeral phenomena
that go to maxks be remembered as our lives. Iam enjoybng
i1t @ lot but would be more so had I found some U.S. blond
of all the nameable and unnameable virtues to "share"
this life with me. I  will admit that "sharing " would
include the following dialogue:

"Ermintrude" (I am in terror lest Mrs. Gregg will
have some exotic name that I will be all the time forget-

ing so that I will have to punch her to get her attention)
"Ermintrude, the fleas have bitten are biting and will

bite me terribly today".
And she would reply with delicious brevity and an

eczematous cweep of the hand "Me too"----- and that would
be sharing life,




June 10th

§

Your letter of June 10th making splendid time got here
Just in time for my birthday and helped the day on a lot, And be=
fore you stop to call me a toad for writing you on a typewriter,
I want to explain that ink isnt easy to get here and another man
hes my fountain pen for the moment and he ig up in Sao Paulo, and
that T will write you a longer letter to make up and ask your pare
don for i1t anyway, Gosh how I would like to be there if you decided
to grant a pardon!

I am going to send you a plecture that will, yes it's got
to,make you stop thinking that California is as good as can be had,
There can be no place in the world as wonderful as Rio harbor, Most
of th: globe trotters aaj 80 and I can not imagine a more beautiful
nor more unreal place in all the wide world, The mountaing tumble
into a bay that reaches in 15 miles through rocks and slides and
palm-covered hills end the city with all ite pink end blue and
yellow houses seems not a city at all but a few dwellings hidden
by the trees, Royal Pams that reach eighty feet up into the air
a clean smooth shaft and then flare out in a great eusy swaying
tuft of big shining green leaves, And colors such as I never believad
could be except in dreams, When the picture comes you may as well
look up the sallings to Rio! That will settle 1it!

1 $0 to Parana in a week I expect and start a survey there
of the exbent of hookworm in that part of Brazil, It will be wild-
er and I expect rougher work than up to now and will last till
Octobor or November I expect, You have a chief guarda or nurse,

& man of about &7 in my case, and a microscopist, another doctor
and one or two nurses, also men, You go into a country and take

a tewn you want to do, arrange and give a lecture and then examine
end treat the people after for anywhere from 5 days to two weeks,
examing far more than you treat, but keeping a careful record of
all the people so that when a post is established later you can
save all the time and get right to work treating and using a cure

ag an argument show them how to prevent the recurrence of the



disease, What I get out of 1t mainly 1s the munage-
ment of men and money and I hope I dont go galley
west on either side, I have a good boss here in the
Central office who wont do a thing but give me all
the free rein you can think of giving & man, 80 I
thihk thinge may prosper,

 You wrkte a very satiefactory sort of letter
Merie (Gosh I dont know any Marie; what goes on here
in Brazil!) lMartha you write a very satisfactory letter
and along in September or whenever this reachaa'you,
forget that Marie wriges a good letter and remember |
wvhat Martie can do,;;; and do it, And inasmuchae I got
a birthday letter fpom you vhen would I be writing to
return the sensation which was a pleasant one T When,
I repeat,

Has Dwink come home yet? And have you seen the
I1lustriseimo Dr, Schollyms yet? I shall be very worried
when I hear he is loose in California so do not write
me when it happens. _

I asked an old Brazilian woman we were treating
how oid she was, "Thahks be to God I do not know" she
said, "Well have you any children?" "I have lots of
then"she replied,"Where 18 the eldest"? Polnting at
the reilroad dowm the valley she said in despair "For
the love of God Senhor ! Before those iron boxes went
sliding down tﬁe valley to Rio I could know something
about my children, but Nossa Signora how is a woman %0
to know anything c~bout her famlly nowaaaya!“

If you dont get a word from S.,Anerlca pon
a bit xnow, blame the iron boxes because they are

to blame again,

Godd night



DE JANEIRO, COPACRABRANA
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This is the 82nd of June und a holiaay, We have returned to
Rezende for a fresh étart G our soall travels and I have seen
some of my mail, gotten eome fresh clothes and generally cleuanéd
up for the next selly,

e-- Snrilliec an’' I --- have been out on two big fazendas, the
one belonging to the Itetlala Company and the Fazenda RBoa Vista
which belongs to the Villa-Forte famlily. In ﬁhe firet ouée we
were intercsted in the results of treatment which H&ckdtt had
given some 30 or 32 -onths ago, and we treated the same crowd
together with ceveral others and found that the treatment had
nade a gréat difference i:n the nuuber of worms & 4 the hemo-
<lobin, The work at Boa Vista was to try out a modification in
the present routine treastment and see 4f it can be 1inproved upon,

At Itaiela we were in a huge old "bighouse", now ecumpty but
very well adepted to our purposes and asx the manager of the
place was a cheerful bachelor 1a another part of the piace
entirely we felt free %0 come and $o as we chose, The people
on the faaenda were.:atisfactoryjto treat and tﬁe manager uaa'.
gracious and helpful go that work was noet any too strenuous,
There's alway: soneé man or woman who takes kindly to such
work at the very outset, has conough iaflueace to heckle the
others into having their hemoglobing done and lnmediately mare
challs his entire family to take the tréatment. Antonio fcreirm
vas our man there and I wish you could have seen him shoveling
the sugar and chenopodium inte his offspring age three and spank
" ing the little browm behind a miahiy whack to ensure prompt
obedience %o hig roared command of "Em301h§l". While nis fat
hndsone negre wife stood by and smiled and laughed, espeelally
when Antonio himself ren out under the banana frees to swallow
valiantly his cup of Mag, Sulf,, with much greaning ed "Nossa
SENHORA" An sing-song Pertugucse agoﬁy and much staring pre-
occupiedly at the horizon és pecple do when awalting newe of a
threatened gastrie revolt,

The stay at Boa Vista wes not so comfortable in many ways .
Work wag conditioned by meal-tinmes, there was Ao light to read



by at nlzht, and the weathcer was cold enouglr to be very un-
coufortable with only one bl rket, But we had a violin and
plano every night end a bit of Brazilian family life which
wad most agreeable and entertailning, There was a girl who
played Liszt'c Jiebectraum very well, also Rachm ninoff's
Prelude, and both of theae I like ﬂ“peciﬂily. Twas queer to
hear them in such a different aurrounding~-- walking up and
dowm among century plants and banans tree:z in &« fine old
Brazilian garden, with these surprisingly loud bullfrogs
fililng in the intermlssions instead of the huaun clatter
and racket of & concert, The last time I heard the Lisat
wag in Paris at the Concerte Touche--- and it clmost seems
as though it w.s another decade rather than leas than a
“year ago. My but this part of the world has been for away
from the war ! It isn't & war except for the pressumen,

one would suppose,

At the Villa-Foréé's therc w.s o very cunning little
kiddie who .ore & bright scarlet jadkat and in cuong the
poinselitia {iress would have scarcely been visible, They
had her recite ut the table oue day and she stood up and
with every counc eiv ble zort of 5eatura apoze in a timid
1ittle undertone the following:

N'esta maozinha direlta
Eu tenho cirnco dedinhos
Fazem tudode ume felta

- Fazen tudo ligeirinho
Sa0 pequencs, sao prendados
BSa0 formoses, pols nao sao
IEu acho tao engracados
Os dedos da minha mao
8z0 espertos no@ bringuedos
02 meus dedinhos minosos,
ilag da ecquerda, eatce uous dedos
Ja gao nulito preguicoaoa

Well,"without more" ac the local letlers frequently
observe, may I subscribe myself
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June 28th ---Itati:ia, You should have seen us yesterday, We
had a special group to be treated to see whether our routine
| treatment iz effective in getting all the wormsi--which is
lmportant when the medication bille are running into the tens
of thousands, lMe in command of two slaves whisking white enam-
el affairs about the village, going from hut to hut explaining
in wretched Portuguese what I wanted done, Animation, Delicacy,
o Gayety, And then a second time around with capsules of vile-
! %1 smelling oil of chenopodium, nailing each unfortunate Brazilian
' purgee as he stood groaning in his hut, and greeted everywhere

with a sort of Epeom'S%lt expression of the eyes and a fresh
a

R groan of "Noala signo Presenting the capsules and roaring
; "Bmgolhe" 1| 11l the victims choke them down, Today we counted
;,; ' the worms expelled, Average 160 per person, One man had 976,
but he was too anemic to be capable of any emotion on seeing
them, HMis friends however rallied well and their circle of mare-
b ok velling 2stoplshment wae damned funny, They sing-song their
- T : P ‘ c
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"By Our lLady will you look at the snakes!R" .

I am getting to ;he point where I begin on my own hook
down South, which 18 the firet place I have eveer been in ex-
cept one or two Clearing Stations in France where I didn't
know somebody who knew somebody who I knew etc,etc, Being in
Public Health is no sacrifice to my private stock of the same=-
Ive been much out of doors, some days 11 hours in the saddle,
Devil taking my hindmost, I'm roaming up and down a perfectly
plorious country, learning administrative methods first‘ln terns

of Hookworm and later in terms of malaria, I hope, Fifty per

e

cent of the hemogzlobine in the State of Rlo are below 70%, I've
gseen them aown to 105, 85 tO‘OBW of the rural population 1is
infected with hookworm, and with the good cooperation we have
from the govt,, a totally new strange country angigge distance
from N,Y, and fleas ae the only real drawbacks, you can see

an existence pretty full of opprtunity to keep busy and away

from worrying when i shall be able to earn my s:lt, Of course



af I miss a few objects of inveterate interest such as an
occasglonal mad merciless dance, & rush to some show or game
an occasional (znd please God well corsetted) blue- eyed
sympatica, and the chance to see firends I'm in no hurry

to forget, But much of these chances fade with advancing
age and retreating front-hair‘anyhow, 80 I cant mourn very
loud withédut hearing ridiculous overtones,

Junho 20th, Today we started work at 6, dark cold and
misty, quite like Remy of an early mbrning, and kept count-
ing and differentiating till about eleven when we stopped
for breakfast, As we finished an old negro sorcerer of
some 100 years came wearily flatfooting up the road, We
had asked out of curiosity for him to come to see us, for
he 18 credléed lecally with the power to cast love and
destruction spells , The o0ld fellow was awed by too many

strangely dressed men, not evidently in search of his ald
seriouely, and in his canninesshe said "oh no, Signors !

If I could do such a thing as Magic it would have made me
rich", Well, as a matter of faet it haes kept him alive

some 100 years here in this valley, with guite a humming
trade in curses, especially in slavery days, As our admin-
istrator on the fazenda said "If the old man's magic were
effective all the fazendeiros would have been dead long

g0 from the curses their slaves paid this old man to cast”,

When you can see the heavy iron manacles rusting in the



barn, scarcely an object of interest as yet,«-= the manacles
that bound slaves hands and feet together in a bunch for days
at a time, in active use till 18f2, you can reallze we're just

out of the pretty raw stage of life here,

I got the most amusing comment on the rallroad as xga

an instrument of progress and service from an old mullatto

1

whose age I was trying to get from her, "How old are

P

woman
you"? "Thanke be to God Ido not know", "Have you any child~
ren?" "Oh yes", "Where are they"? "Why Signor in the old
days 1t was allright and I could have answered the Signor,
but Nossa Signora! with these iron boxes running down Lo
Rio so fast how in the name of God can a person know where
their family is!"™ 1Isn't that delightful !

The cildren here have & variation of our old game of
horge, in that they use a bamboo pole half broken in the
angle of the horse head to his neck, and with the nose they

tap the ground so that it makes just the nolse of a single
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Juhy 8th Yesterday and today I have been in Caxambu which is a
watering place and mineral spring up in the state of Minas, v
I am wriring‘much to the excitement of the local Jaca-tatus
or country boobs, on the train down to Cruzeiro, on the way
home, Hands are blue from the cold, which seems unbearable to
the Brazillans, but which is simply enough to make me shiver
a little and feel like work, It is a great mistake to think
of Brazil as a hot country exclusively--it is far from that,

On July 2 weht down ffom Rezende'to Rio to stay at the
Hagkekk Hydricks for a few days, The ride up the hill from
the Central station was a jJjoy because the chauffeur did not
realise what a long distance it was and he certainly had to
use lots of gasoline before we arrived, He was very angry
to be paid only 203000 instead of 254000 and we had the usual
passionate refusals of anything at all, followed by the re-
quests and later commands to get out --vae emboral--this time
by Dr, Hydrick, The taxi men here always work in pairs here
one to drive and the other to ride on the front seat and argue
when you come to paying the fare, Really the essential thing
to realise in all bargains is that these people if they can
possibly avoid it will not work steadily and conscientiously
at anything and so are forced to charge you for the amount
of livelihood they might have been earning since the last
victim was stung . , ' v s

The stay in Rio at the Hydrick's was very good fun/
They are a pair of young Southerners who have been down ‘RWER -
here two years, Mrs, H. is very young and simple in tastes and
requiremehts, affectionately threatens to beat her husband
whenever he teases her, treats her servant girl so decdently
that said girl stays on and is keen to work for her-<while .
Mrs, H, marvels at her luck, innocently., She is pretty tirved '
of Brazil and the wanderer's life, but is too young to know
the situation any more ‘clearly than in terms of "feeling blue",
Her husband runs the roost in all things except where her :
vivid instincts result quite unconsciously in am persistence

of attack which wears away his interest in the question to



be settled and he doesn't bring up the subject again, They

have .one small boy 2 years old named Pete, who has a most
amusing face, a sort of ianfaantile Irish prelate ofm a face,
-and who talks the most delightful mixture of Portuguese

énd English, He always starts a rquest in Portuguese and
then if he doesnt get his result he slides into English in
& very canny way that speaks volumes for the casual good
nature of the maid as contrasted with the more careful
hesitation of his Pae e Mae, They make one gueer mistake
with him which is not common to see nowadays, his Dad is
veyy sehort with him, insisting on a good deal more foreth
thought and care than a kiddie of 2 is capable of maintain-
ing, so that there are frequent céstigations and reference
to Father is usually followed by a sudden arrest of all
Pete's activity, cerebration and innocent cheer, and a
concentration on the question"Is He going to give me a
whipping and for why"? The end result at 17 years is not
hard to guess---but I may be wrong. Anyhow the effect at

2 years is pitiful, but Hydrick has thin lips and is a
disciplinarian, not caring enough to see the effect on
Pete's'feelings.

On the Fourth we went to a dinner and dance at the
Central Club --held by the American crowd here, and it was
really #ery good fun, They had the old techniqpe of settling
each course into place by dancing while the waiters changed
the plates,and what with Mrs, Hydrick, Miss Williams, the |
new and rather beautiful secretary just down from New York,
and three or four laecal rainhas, and two or three of the
people from the good ship Hollandia, there were enough to
manage the evening very well, It still amuses me to see the ;
fascinated astonishment of the Brazilizns watching the
Americans having a good time, The fact that all khak the ..
moving plctures here are made in the U.S, has influenced
the standards of dress here eﬁormously and all the truly
chic things for men and women here must be at least on the

pattern of The Americanos, I expect that Joseph Lee or Iirs,
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Hodder will soon be out among the motion picture people tell-
ing 'em what Right Living really is ---far the sake of thelr in-
fluence on the American youth, Or a solemn conclave will be held
at the R.C.C's in Sandy Cove on Our Duty towards the "Movies",
Considering how very little we are satisfied with 1life in the U,
8. we do a good deal of telling others how to conduct their exist-
ences, There are niggers'down here who dont have even a chance
to read somebody-else's Atlantic Monthly, who are making a hagpler
® 59 years of life than---than they might if we decided they
ought to read it,

Last night I went to a solree Brasiliera at the home of
Senorita Nalr Paiva 1n Caxambu, The Dr, of the post took me, or
rather with endless frightfully coy loks and much trembly giggling
the Senorita consented yesterday afterhoon to have us in for the
evening, The guérdas were all there tambem, and it was very humor-
ous, Like us the Brézileros want nothing but praise from strangers
which is tiresome after the spontaneous variety is spent, I get
my second wind though when I see how a little extra laud and flattery
willbrighten é dull eye and moisten a parched 1lip, and I go on to
the limit.of my words, which are scant but ready for an -osa or
an -0s80 any time, A pilano 1nahellish condition of discord and
tincanniness was the instrument of our relaxation and enjoyment
and had 1t not been for a lovely pig rocking-chair which gave
the appearance of rest to anything that sat in it, I would have
blown a fuse at the noise that a Braziliera, playing the works

can make .
of a Brazlliero, on a piano Braziliero, I danced the tango with

the local beauties staring excitedly at the third button of my

walstcoat or about that level, with all the grace that markedly

fgmurs
unequal K8 can ever extract from cacophanous music, and what

a8 senoritas
is more thanked effusively for the chance, which was agony to t
them too--- and for this they think me "muito simpatico” 11!
However as the proverbhere says:

Cada roda com seu fuso Every wheel to its own speed
Cada terra com seu uso, Every land to its own customs,

In a week or ten days I shall be off on my survey down suuth

and though that will make letters a little more delayed it has



advantage of being reall work on me own and in a country

cooler when all else is hot, than much of the state of Rio,

lavrinhas, a station on the E,F.C.B.

coming down from the trip to Caxambu,




s o Well, Alice, your letter of June 15 arrived just on
» .

Juiy 11th wheth is & date of great celebration in Brazil
with me because 1t was my birthday, You say the next one
to you should be a r.al letter, wedl here's hoping.
The plcture of the funny little huts I took at Sao
" Panlo where the Government rune & bilg snake farm, They
have more poisonous snakes down here in Brazil than any
wh re in the world and lots of people were killed by them

every year, Some of the Brazilianm doctors got interested
in trying to stop all these deaths and so studeid the snakes
and their polsons, They found that 1f you could catech a
rattlesncke and hold him in the right way you could take
all his poison out of hiu through a ho@low needle and then
if you gave just a weeny bit of it to a horse om one day
and a weeny little bit more in a week and a bit more 15 a
week after that,adding a little bit more ecveryweek to the

cmount of snake poison you stuck into the horsés skin every

time you could get the horse so used to the snake polison
that you could give him a trem@ndgus dose of it and it

wouldnt hurt him at all, It is Just the same with mosquito
bites at the Farm - they always itch more at the begim-
ing of the summer thén in late August, Well when the horse
is so strong against the snake polson that he can stand

as much venom as would have killed him at ihe beginning,
the doctors take a little of his blood out of a vein in his
neck (which doesnt hurt as much as acrack with a whip), and

then they save the blood in the ice- box, When & man anywher
in Brazil i bitten by a snake that he thinks is poisonous

he can get in any small town some of the horse's blood from
this laboratory and by injecting it under his skin he can
be protected against the snakes poison by the horses blood;
Perhaps you think this is a poor life for the horses but

compared with the ordinary horsés life here it is a para-

dise at Butansan the name of the town where the snakes arec

kept, Butantan is a suburb of Bao Paulo,



~ They hav¢ lots of othcr kinds of snakes of coﬁrse.
The giboas up north arc so_feet long and can strdngle a cow
quite easily, Their lower jJaws are not attached to their
heads 4s ours are, and so they can sallow the cow just
as you might pull your stocking up over a toy cow, But
the giboa doesnt like the horns, o he coils near a big
‘tree or a rock and then with the horns still sticking out
of hisg’ mouth Hé ‘swings ‘his head right by the tree so close
that the horns hit it and are broken off and the skull is
crumpled in so 1t will get digested better, I saw the skel-
eton of one of these snakes and it was naerly 40 feet long,
A friend of mine here took some pictures of some of
the Bast Indians who have settled in the West Indiea where
he was working, He took a picture of a woman and it came
out so well he went and showed it to her, He had printed
the plcture on Velox paper which as you know is & black and
white paper, The Indlan woman was furious at him and tried
to stick him with her knife, because she pad never seen &
snapshot before and thought that it was a magical mirror
and that he had turned her black, Dr., 8&11119 and I had
the same sort of thihg happen to us up in the interior,
We were testihg how good people's blood yaa_by pridking their
ears and seelng how red the drop 6: blood was 6n & piece
of blotting paper., The curandiero or medicine man there did
not like to see his patients being treated by anybody .else
so he told them that we werc selling the blood on the blotiting.
paper to the Devil, So all the people ran home and we had
nobody left to work with in that town! That was only just
e few w&eks.ago;‘
| In the farmers' houses here all the animals come
in and out of the house at their owm sweet will, The peo-
are all very polite though and when the pig tries to rub
his back against my leg they yell "SIST!" and the pig gets
& klcknout of doors,

There are lots more humming birds here than in



the United States, The are called bei jo-flores in Hrazilian
which me;ha kiss-flowers, I an go;na to get soume stuffed
ones which yéﬁ dan seé o; have as you chose when I get home,
Instead of stirrups the ladies when they ride horseback
_here put thﬁlr feet 1nto big brass aandals which hang Juut
80 you can put your foot right into them the way you would
if you cut all the leather off your shoe around the heel,
And the aaddléa have a big silver piecethat keeps you from
sllpping forward whcn the horse gtes down a very steep hill,
or when he.ahlea suddenly. For this reason I havent gone
oosting doun my horaea neck oft onto the ground yet--but N
ny time will come, Has Yours?
There 15 a club of Americ@na hore 1n Rio or rather it
- was atarted by Americanu but 1n moatly Brazilians now and
-the name of it is the High Life Club, The Braziliann though
always call it ©h Cloob Higgy Liffy ! And they always
call a streetcar a Bondie because when the streetcar line
was first bullt they had to wait a long long time before
the company_could sell enough bonds to buy cars with and t

the newspapers kept saying that the treuble_wgs that the

bondée couldnt be settled =--and when the cars finally
came everybody thought they were the bonds and so now

they havent got any other name, _
You had better be glad you are not = Brazfllan little
girle~ though I forget youre not little any longere== be-

cause they don't have much fun and are never allowed to
chagse aroundb at all, I am glad to know that cocoa-butter
is good for mosquito bites--- I have a good chance at

getting the bites but no chance of getting the butter héro.

If you discover anything better than scratching inu the
treatment of flea bites make a letter out of 1it!

I met an old old moman a while ago who complained to
me that she did not like the railroads at -1l because before
they came she used to know where her son (aged 45) was but
now with the railroads he can go away so far that even the
neighbors cant tell her what he is up to!



Last year -t this time I was in France and the Germans were
¢oming stronger every minute and I wished I was in
America; this year I am in America and the fleas are coming str
strong r -every ‘minute and I ‘wish I was in Francel,

Goodby and excuse mistakes and bad spelling.

When Brazillians have had you to their house and it comes time for

you togo they always say“"@ood-bye and I hape the Bignor will
excuse all my wretched mistakes™, And then you say

ol Ry RY "
"Pois nao, NWada ‘signor nao tem nada verdade

Withlove ‘to you and the rest of the

Benl
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July 13, Since the third I have been hereat the Hydricks
in Rio with very little to do except walit for Hackett to come

from the South and enjoy a touch of the civilised life

s

gain, I never have seen a town as beautiful as Rio, The day

night is overwhelmingespecially from this

b
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wacre you lobk down on the town in the moonlight

out to the ea,vhere Pao Dassucar




stands sentinelj 207 twice aday B the most wonderful sun-

sets I have everseen ---once a day to be accurabe bui the
dawn 18 as good as the dusk , The bay winde in among a
long succession of mountains, the air is filled with a
purple and golden haze, the long atratchéa of quiet bay
water shine green-blue in the twillght--;weil I cant do
it anyX longer , it is the most beautifui piace I have
ever seen, And then the million 1ighta besin to tuinkle
and the moon rises between two steep rocks at the entrance
to the harbor,....sssss dots meaning gewalt I cant stand
it no longer, |
liet a Mrs, Nash yesterday at the International, who
is down here on a pleasure and business trip with her
husband, and who is a classic dancer at home in New York,
Her husband 1s very amusing and delightful company, He
has been up in Ilheos looking over a 6&0&0 plantation
and has been gane 8 weeka, durina which tlmo sho waltod
rbr hin nervoualy here He had malaria and was afraid 0
call in a local doctor for fear he would say it was
yellow fewver and intern him, He was up there with his
step dgughter a Misé Ryan and finally they got from Mrs
Nagh a desperate telegram ashing whare«they‘were and when
they were coming down to REa Rio, His telegram back was
"Keep your tail on the dashbbard Ulysses and Circe coming
by the first boat," And the only person lirs Nash could
show the telegram to for sympathy was a éwiis who was
Just learning English! } :
; Poteithp‘ﬂxdtgekﬂ kid is
the most dgllghtrulrkld
I have ever:seen. He is
keen for everything and 1is
moat satisfactory to play
with, He calls me Shane
shan and he talks a wone
derful blend of Portuguese



and Englishe-~"olha! Bichos!
Olha Agui! Look!"™ and he |
certainly misses very few Xm
tricks, He goes to bed with
no protests, usually he
announces that he is ready
for it "Queir cama, mamae"
and he hae the other re-
markable virtue of not cry-
ing when he falls doWne==
they do the s:me thing on

these occasions that Jack

and Hope Richardsén used to 3l
in not consoling thekid wery often for his hardluck, The
noonday nap he is not o ready to take though, and two

days ago when he was told to vae na cama he came back xkh

with "onde sta cama"? (where is the bed?":

The watch on the Rhine here certainly has o Swiks
movement---everybody is at least a Swiss here now and the
number of Danes and Swedes who know German is certalnly large .,
Last night on the bonde coming down from the Hotel I saw
a most affectionate and Brazilian fafewell to a famlly that
was getting on the bonde--- the affect of the numeroug adeus
and passa bems was sort of spoiled by one of the little kids
who bawled out to his father "Wo geht's Mutter?"

The weather is glorious and I am very lazy, I want
to get off a few letters to all my young friends before I
go Southe-- for I imagine that once the work begins I shant
have much time for that‘sort of thing., I keep in the best of
health and everything goes muito bom, Got thirteen letters

for me bipthday and what more do ye want at this distance!






July 20th
This is another Sunday in Rio and at the Hydricks, and

I feel much as if it were on leave because I know that
not far ahead now comes work,

The past week has gone in small errands, in seeing the new
office established and in playing about a bdbit with a few
people here in a very small way,but pleasantly as a contrast
to the rather marked lack of folks at the fazenda existence.
Lost lionday we went up Pao dAssucar, the huge rock at the
mouth of the harbor, which shoots up so abruptly that an
aerial cable is the only way to get up to it, It is 400 metres
up off the sea and one of the most remarkable places I have
ever seen for the view of the harbor and the mountains at the
fleat , We saw the sunset sky fade out quickly from orange
to red embers and from dull smoky red to violet and then
to night, while the lights along
Copacabana came out twinkling
along a graceful, curved shore,
Then in an hour the sky in
the east grew red and the:
full moon floated up over
one of the islands out at
sea and the mnoonlight be-
gan, You must learn to par-
don all this description-—-
it is almost impossible to
think of doing anything down
here in Rio without thinking

how beafitiful it is, --every-
where,

Hydrick told me an amusing thing about Elavo, the diener
at Sao Pakulo, Dr Darling has made out some tables of figures
comparing infant mertality with the amomnt of income, Elavo
who 18 a wonderfully funny looking coon, very usefull but
terrified of Darling looked at the taﬁles with closest att-



ention, He h.s been trying to get‘his courage up for six
months to the point of asking for a raise in sal-
ary to help out with his new uhlté wife of whom he
is very proﬁd. He come to Smillie and said "How is
& man going to ralse a child if that table is true?
'200 milreis most of the chbldren die, 75 milreis
all the children die'-=-~and he wont glive me morec
than 70 milreis!#® How is that baby of mine going
to get along in this hygiene job!" |
There was a neat little skit ink the news
paper yesterday about the fact that Wilson has a
‘appointed a Commission to study the causes of race
hatred in Poland, which is doing so much to keep
the nation from a state of admirable unity, It went
on to say that already the world was the beneficlary
of two American millionaires: Carnegle who in 19013
had done so much to promote the worldd Peace, and
Rockefeller whose-erforts are meeting with a more
favorable reception, How can Poland show i1ts apprec-
iation for this considerate interest from the Uni-
ted Sgates? Perhaps the most delicate way would be
to appoint a Commission to go to the United States
to study why the Negroes there were not given their
civic rights and allowed to attain their ambitions
to be regarded as the equals of the whited, and wvhy
the Japs were not getting along so very wedl on
the Pacific Coast, |
Incidentally the position of'the negroes here
and in the North is so nearly that of the whites
that if I were Jim I would look into the feasible
lity of teaching Portuguese to the boys at Hampton
They could come down herc as representatives of
firms in the U,8, and enjoy'a type of life and
climate much more to their tastes than anywhere
at home, And completc cquality with the whltes;



July 23
‘ Just abit of tbme tonight to write an additiomal note
or two in time to get into the mail onto the Byron on the

26th,
Today I have been out to Jacarapagua with Dr., Alvez

taking some pictures of septic tanks which he is forecing

the peopie there to install.
They make a good deal of trou-
ble at first but about the time
the tanks are done thex owners
begin td show signs of pribde
and swell up with pleasure when
you tell them the thing is very we
well built,
' It was g hot day up there and I
5% shall notice the excess sunlight
unless I get some glasses to keep
out the glare, The heat as heat is .

not excessive though and surely it

would surprise some of the well in-

formed in the Benighted States to

know that Americans are actually

using hot water bottles at night, Here in Rio that is.

I am going to be delayed a little longer in getting to
work in the South, because Dr, Placido Barbosa has taken a
Job as head of the health serviice in Plauhy and this means

that instead of having a man who can talk English going
down with me I will be alone with the Portuguese language
and heppy days those will bel
Well best of luck and thanks especially for the lam-

poon which is going the rounds of the Harvard colony here

with a great relish,
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July 27th finds me 5till in Rio buying frying ppns, soap,and
mosgulito netting, keeping desperately sbrict account of all
that goes out of the purse and planning to leave for the South
in three days time collecting the personnel of my survey as

I go, That means three other new men plus my guarda chefe or
sergeant, so to speak, whom I have already chosen, This belng
the last fling I shall have at the English tongue for a while
I have been going to parties a bit and otherwise eating such
hunks of butter as will have to scrve in memory to go with the
plain fare to come, I was about to say the loaf to come but
that would glve an unfair idea of what it will prove to be,
for the securing of so much information in three months time
on a limitef budget and from a crowd of men that will loaf on
‘the job on the least pretext will use most of the time and
brains the Lord gave me, @xfhk Of the country I shall see I
know very little except that the life is very primitive and
largely in the saddle, no townse and not much civilization,
more hookworm than anything else---~but of that more when

I am there,

I do not know how much it means but the animals here
are all suspicious of man, If you say"hello ket"! to a cat
nearby it id enough=-~ghe cowers and runs, And if you reach
out to stroke a horses gead he rears in apprehension of avblow.
I wonder sometimes that the people do not suspect us more,
as did a man tother day in the offic , "What is thia commiss-
ion of docters anyway"? he said to our factotenm, Then»all the
pride of Alfredo in the patriotic labors of the Brazilians in
the Commissao and his prbde in being in it came out and he
told the man how the health of the Brazillans was being bene~
fiteg etc, ete, all for nothing, and at no expense, "now"
sald the men =fter Alfredo had finished, "tell me the real
story!B ",

If they are stlll giving History 17 a course in the
history bf the middle west especially, or better of the country

in terms of western settlement and westward expension, take it



if Turner is still giving it, Take courses for the men
not for the subject, I used to think that was the foolest
advice I ever heard,for how was anyone to know anything
with so hodge-podge & preparation? But unless you know
much more than merely the'groression or business you are
going into you will get more for your time from seeing
enthusiastic thoroughness and genius at close range on
some subject you may not immediately calling your job
for 1ife, than it 1s to wade through book after bogk
under some teacher who has no other advantage over you
than that of & headstart in time, A poor centence fo:
“the English of 1t but the idea is good,

I an finishing this in Sao Paulo where I am fine
ishing the preparations for my dash into the wilds: buy-
ing all sorts of stuff in the way of household furnlshings
etc for many a time and oft we shall be provides only with
& shack and will have to have everything else"found" with
ue, It will be the real thing in the line of excitement
and I will be as great a variety for the natives as they

are for me,

As soon as I get something more than the clean-

1iness of Sao Pauwlo to write about I will ,




Sorocabana R;R.
| August the third

Well I am in the sleeping cor of this funny little railroad and

opposite sits a young German talking the lingo with loud gutt-

erals with anotier o! his sort--- the first long conversations

I have heard since the time when I was interpreter at C,C.S,
45 near Doullens, Gosh less than a ye ar agol
With Joao iliragaya, Jose Machado, and Deodoro Silveira
I go south to rargna to make an inepection of that neok-of the
woods, It will last about three months probably and wild
take me round into all sorts of places, some far from the R,R,
and a good many on the same, The men are my guardas and mie
crospopists and 1t was very good fun picking them out, It is
my first real whack out alome since I capn remeber and it cere
tainly is very good fun, I have kissed goodbye to the old
language I used to be so fond of » bo wit English and am
hereafter committed to a mixture of Portuguese and Bosch which
will be amusing I am sure, Gosh you'd be zmused to see all
these things we pass: men in long flowing shawls and all shades
and races of theu too, I an getting a new point of view on
this business of being a foreigner, It may seem funny to see
a Dane out here on a lonely fazenda here in Brazil; 1t did to
me when I first saw one blue eyed and towering out in the wilds
but when I came ti think 1t over I realized that it would not
have seemed queer to see him in liontana----well liontana 1s
Just as much of a change for him .8 Brazil is , from hls nate-
ive Demmark, It had alwuys seemed n tural for them to come io
us in America, but it seemed very odd to have one turn up in
Brazil! Do yu get the new point of view?
Ther are a lot of interesting people to be met with
down here, last night I went to dinner at the Robert's house
in Sao Paulo, He is a huge kindly qulet self-poesessed engine
eer from Princeton; she a talkative quickewitteed amusing
Westerner from the WEST whose voice is loud and who would
make Mrs Parkmon shudder and Malcolm Peabody feel awfully



Christlike and forgiving, but who has a very good head

on her and a very clear mind as well to dealX with all
the things that come up when your husband is gone some=
times & year at a time in the woods of Brazil-~-and believe
me that 1s a plenty, He 18 a very good sort and has done

a lot of Surveylng work for”the rallroads---s0 much life

in the wilds has meant to him the common price down here
which he has just learned but really does not realise I
thinke-~- the ulcervde Barru or Button of India a disease

which begins as a sore on the leg and ends pretty horribly

in a long deferred dcath which no one at home knows enougsh

- about to make home going worth while, for the treat ment of

it, As the preceding suggests the writing was stopped for the
urgent reason of getting some sleep and I continue in an
‘appallingly and palatially stuffy room in the Hotel John-
scher in Curityba,where Frieda has just becn biitted to
maken eine bad fur the herrschaft and things are much as

- before Chicken Wheeler announced at the home-coming party she
had given her in 1014 that there was a war on in Europe,

Gosh I remember that day well! Up in Ipswich, Etc,Etec,

We rode all today through high rolling cool grasse-
covered country, with valleys lined with pines of the local varie
variety, which in effect are like glant candelabra
and very handsome too, Instead of dry gullies as the average
superficial winding depressions would have been in
Coloroado they all had beautiful clear streams of water
flowing on shallow channels in the living rock which un-
‘derlies so closely the surface of the soil, The rock was
pinkieh and full of potholes, called here calderao
which are all the way from a soap dish to a barrel in
size and shape and were bright green in the sunlight
with all the clear water in them, A strange effect as of
tourmalines strung 1rregular1y, But the air was fresh and
cool and in the unforrested sweeps of hills I had all
the reason in the world to imagine myself well horth



of the Equator and going into Wyouwing or lontana instead of
Paranaf which is pronounced with the sx accent on the last
syllable), The red dust rose in clouds when the train was
going in the line of the wind and poured in over cverythlng
and everybody, but every hour or two we'd come to a lonely
little étaion where'we all piled out and swaldowed a small u
cup of very black and very fragrant coffee and I deckded

NO on the cuestion of doces or the local idea of what sweetes
should be, The engine would wahdor.dOIn the track a bit‘to

the woodpile and some huskies would thréw big sticka up onto
the coalcar till the thing looked twice the size of the engine
and then we'd go on, When I got to the station I heard "DOATOR
GRREGY DOTER GRREGY !"R being called so stepped out to see

the Brazilian with whom and through whom all ﬁy plans must
get their accomplishment and found a beautiful smooth article

in a cutaway coat,on the black and white line, white pallid

skin -nd black halr eyes and mustache, black tie and gloves,
and all smiles and temporary graciousness, a Hervey Wetzel
of a man with pretence in place‘of reserve, and slopover in
place of girlishness, I expect to be very simpatico bul xra
rather disgusted with him as time goes on, But he is nearly
my contemporary and that will be fun, for the chance I have
to meke a swift and effective survey is godd, Af this fellow
18 to use the old and honorable idiom, HANDLED RIGHT,

N

You should here the churches here on Sunday, A man gets
up in the belfry with a hammer and proceeds to tune up on the
three \béll,s “ﬁpey always have thus: Dee, dee, deel dee-dec~dee=-
dee-dee, D?m; dum, dum! dun-dun-dumn-dun-dumn-dum, Dang, dang,
dang! Dang-dang-dang-dang-dang-dang, Deedum, deedum, deedungty
deedun, qiq; t111 1t sounds like a ragtime syncopation,
except th&%ﬁfﬁé hopelessly loud even for that, It keeps up
for ten ﬁinqteb this syncopation from the belfry and then begins
in twenhy $ﬂputea all over again,

ghié tovn humorously ic now to be my official home
f_?"_\
/ ‘4}»}[\



you inow, the sort of a place like Chestnut Hill,
convenient place to refer to when ushering at a
wedding or when trying to think of some one place on
God's green earth where they could send a bill and have it n
have it not marked :95 =:02:(fig instead of cap)
NOT KNOWN and returned to the sender, Well in case
anybody wante to know where I was ralsed or where
my home 18 or anything, tell 'em I'm a Curjtyba boy
and wont hege of ever having lived 1in larlborough
street and that home is home and that's that!
Good luck on those Giant Slides 1f as the
paper says the First Division getea home on the 15th
of August, God knows I'd like to be with you but
would amend that to read 'like you to be with me'
and send the minutes of the mecting thus amended to be read 1

read in the upper house,

'te logo
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Imagine & huge well built flour mill bullt at
the water's edge along a narrow spria of land that separates
blg fantastic tree covered mounégzgi<rrom a warm,lazy, de-
serted 1inlet of the sea, ahuge mill whose gate opens act-

ually on the wild matto or bush, ehowing no sign of extend=
ite influence beyond the royal palm which waves peacefully
at ghe mill gate to the wild palms on the hillside two hun-

dred yards away, A big boat from the Argentine nestles ag-.
ainst a steel pler while through a long pipe its load of
wheat is sucked by & vacuum machine, 30 tons an hour, into
the mill., A little red faced Englishmen is menager, --- and
to the place is doctor, policeman judge and foot-hall pro=-
motor to 300 Brazilians, Italians, and Spaniards, living all
alone but for a setter and a great dane, in a fine little
chacara up on the hill, and boasting that next christmas he
will see his FEngland again, A nice simple little fellow who
has been out 8o long that he talks English with lapses into
Brazilian-- he told me today ruefully that he had had a
monkey and two deer, but that when one of the deer and the
monkey were killed by rattlers he was so disanimated ( des=
animado = Aiscouraged in Portuguese) that he had tried to
keep any more than his dogs, Outside the mill the hogs g0

in happy processions up and down the atfeets and under the
houses and life rolls on in what would be but for the disease
a fairly happy and self-determined squalor, We arrived yes-
terday and in the evening gave a magic luntern éhéw to 40 or
50 of the village and today we have been examining about 30

for hookworm (only two were negative) and tomorrow we shall

treat these and examine probablyloC more, if Brazillan
habite are anything to rely on, I have & very decent Brazil-
jan doctor and four trained assistants with me and ff am
spending the next three months coasting around the state of
Parana, scarcely settled as yet, but cooler than Rio and



in its wild poor half- settled condition a wonderfully in-

teresﬁlnggplace 1o be turned loose with a book of railroad

passeg and ones own wishes as the sole points to be cone
sidered in the great and increasingly amusing question of

where next, Of course it is well to admit that you are a

bit exaggerating. I do have 0 go to the places that need

to ‘be examined for hookworm and that runs the choice of
places -- but necessity frequently means more variety in
places than cholce, as anyone who has fallen off a cliff
will be ready to admit, and eo there is some consolation
to the fact that where the hookworm there hook I. -

It is great sport learning Portuguese now, When

you can understand everything or quasi tudo ( there's a
chance for you) it is encouraging even.to listen in on
everything, and night before last when I had the first
dream wheréin Portuguese was spoken and enjoyed by all
you can bet it set me up for a day, Tonight they told me
the classical Brazilian stories of intoxication and Af
its not like mentioning rain to a sensitive Saharan ?

- The latch-key saga here varies only in that the man is
found waving key in air at mgderate distance from house
and when asked for why he does it replies that he
walting for the house to come along again just alittle

bht nearer, Anothér of a sort new to me was of a querulous
plaintive welleducated man who sald at a certain.atage in
the evening "But I dont see why Gallileo got so much crede
it for his discovery!Who etctiace eda &y AL

A funny thing happened to one of the doctors down

nere a while ago, He was smoking and happoned'to blow a
little cléud tat of his mouth and then to inhale it through
his nose, A Brazi’' n gawped at the sight and sald immed-
jately and in &1l ( riousness "Truly you Americans are
marvellouely economs:al! You even use the tobacco smoke
twice!" They watch us all the time and attend the movies
not 19&eau1tory twos and threes bdbut 1q&resslng crowds

all the afternoon houseful after houseful,



Tonight walking down to Itapema-em-baixo I etopped by the
side of a pool and in the half- moonlight was able to see
without in the least disturbing what I have never been
able to see without being considered as de trop, the
evenling soclal life of froges, I dont mind saying that -
they appeal to me tremendously on the epic sldecofe their
existence, They are an immeasurably old form of 1life,
and consequently either much favored or elee very perfectly
fitted to the task of existence, and when you consider how
‘many strange forms of organisms they have outlived, marsh
forms long since fossilized, the driving resonance of the
evenings puddle of frogs,and ite ringing mellow continuous-
ness 1s impressive, A very simple very perfect answer to the
forever puzzling riddle of what will the morrow bring and
how can we keep going? They are killed by drought and by
any ingress of too.muéh water and yet in the delicate

e tteeis lyne eu

in between they've lived, &nd outlivaJthe rest of us by mill-
ions of years, Frogs and pigeons--I'm fond of pigeons, but
they have none of the Jack London antiquity about them that
& frog has, You see it is early early epring here now,

We are very far from thcgg&p here, I am picking up a
bit of German again because we are nearing the blonde region
of Brazil now and because I used to like German,

I am doddering on and with muitos tratimentos para
fazer amanha eu vou a cama, a0 e?
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It being August the 10th today I naturally awolee
in tears to think of how much older we are all getting, mere
particularly yourself, and then to of how small a chance I
run of getting anyone to take you a birthday present to you
in time from here in Itapema, which though it 1is on the
same water as Noeth Haven is a bit difficult now that servants
coet so, I keep my servants -- and I have four here -- all
busy at the job of finding out how much of this gueer little
place has Hookworm, Out of 127 thuefar we have found 4 who
havent Hookworm I say some fellers have sll the Luck dont they?
Yesterday with a hemoglobin book
in my pocket and a guarda (male
nurse) to do the difficult talke
ing I started out on some house
to house investigation which
yielded me about 60 cases and
was the most interesting and
amusing work yowu can think df.
The natives can barely read,
live in the simplest sort of
traditional existence and with

= T » Y ne 194 e ——" " e
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- straw hats, wooden bowls for
‘the evenings grain, doublestringed bows called bodoques
with which they throw stones and kill evenings roast as
he sings in the tree, figas or little carved hands to keep
off the evkl eye, old muzzle-loading flint locks or cap
rifles ~---and the very latest ideas in the treatu.nt of
their Hookwornm provided with much amusement and pleasure
and satisfaction by yours truly,

This 1s my first stop in the survey of a large and
spareely settled state called Parana in the south of Brazil,
wvhere I make it immediately clear I heap all the clothes
of Messach@wisetts and N.H, on the tp of the bed of a night
~== briefly Gaspar, I aint in the tropics by an overcoat

and two pairs of undtes,



g e Parana 1s cold distincgly so
and at present we are in the
iy {ZI warmest part, Dont share the
opinion of the Benighted
States in general that Brazil

is a fine country place filled
with many handsome boaconstricte-
ors -- Lo use a phrase deap
to the heart of any Andoverian,
and youre one in point of fact,
There are as fine huge rolling
hills here in Parana, as fine
pine forests as ever I saw in
the U,8,~=~~ but here only
a begxinning at settlement and still a map that reads
in big blank spaces 'terra incogndta', At Guarapuava
we shall be in a place 80 miles from the railroad or
more and with more Indlans and Caboclos to treat than
anything else, Imaglne the English ranch up in lMatto
Groeso 330 miles on one side and 300 miles on the other
where a troop of horsemen simply ride in every once
in a while and round up as many as they want 2nd then
ride out again! And that 1s going on now-- when frontier
1ife was supposed to be dead,

Agter I finish this survey herein Parana I shall
50 South to the next State Santa Catherina and do the
same thing there, All this lasting %11l about February
of 1921, I find it bully fun but at times get homesick
fer friends and the sound of Eagllish epoken, Lelters too
have the same high value that you might suspect them of
possessing and thanks a lot for your description of the
reunion of the clasgss of 1011, It 1s diverting but not
flattering to my intedligence to thimk of they way I used
to agbnize to myself about the class reunions having a
pood spirit ete All that work over appearances! I should

have loved to have seen gome of ‘'em curse Carlie Hann



under thelr breaths, Or to have merely seen the Bish | My God what
a charming thing it is to marry young and never have anything hape-
pen to you! illssing street-cars, going to "little dinners", being
rung upp on the damned telephone all day, 4nd wiping noses of
little snipes people iﬁgratintingly say pook like joUe==-- well
I am golng to do it sometime but it wont be (a) Now (b) in Brazil,

The chief difficulty I find in this job is in the abrupt
change from trying to like what I get after all is over, to trying
to anticipate exactly what I want and then getting it or nmaking
other people get &k it for me, It is the change of existence from
one of landing various jobs which were considered as good and then
trying to fill them decently, to an existence quite without any
criterion or precedent, where the ideas and the necessities must
all come from me and be passed on energetically enough to make
a go of things.'As a matter of fun 1t is immense--- I sit up here
planning their tomorrows work as - e
if I was the Lord, or perhaps
Chas Storey on the Peace Commission
in Parlis, something pretty big any-
how, znd before I know it I cant
think of anything more to be done,
The funny thing to me is that they
say "Sim, Signor" (which sounds
more like 'Seachoré') and then they
20 and do it and come back with ree
sults milee ahead of what I thought
they could have secured,

I had a ?ivé%img time seeing
tR president of this State when I was

in Curityba, He was a rotten looking

little sawed off Brazilian who you |
can see any day consuming toothpicks andehisperinQ and grunting
in front of €Gity Hall and he was in deep conversation with the
chief of State Police and a heeler, but he gave me a very polite
interview and I got a book of passes for the Survey off him, so

I cant complain, But POLITICS | as the saying goes here among



The Americans " Hell, Tamany would be put in the Kindergarten
class in Brazil", And really that is true, The mayor
of Antonina does nothing profitable but buy and sell
government concessicns , +30,000, is about right for
a small concession! And éveryone krows it;

However you can apply the local proverb locally,
"Servico de crianc: e pouco A ¢hild's work is amall
Has quenm depressa e louco" Who hurries it is a ool
To which yesterday the milcroscopist Wiragaya remarked
at almoco (lunch) "Tive um parent qui morreu por causa
d'isso" (I had a parent who died for that reason)

We all eat dinner in the RESTAURANT IVAFEMA
B hichoie run by a big
f'chearful Itslian who
| thought I was Rockefeller's
son and tried to charge us
double prices, 50 I had
to set aside halfl a niorne
ing and go 2nd talk to him
which was very amusing and
excellent practice for ma
for I am couming to like

dickering and palawras de

negocios,

Let me recommend the Brazilian déy for work, You get
up at 6to 7 ahve hot coffee and bread only, Then you
wrk till 11 when you have almoco, Then tili 2 when
you have more coffee simplis, and then at 5 or 5330
Jantar or the big meal and the last one, The evening
that begins at 6 and lasts till 12 can contain work

in pretty fair quantities,

Tell best of luck Alec The empty spaces
in the text are for photographs to come later, for

my films must o to Rio to be done decently,

My bes{ to Eleamor and the rest of the fami-



Lapa Agust 14 1919

I am out in the garden ot a house we've just
been given here, writing on an old wooden grinding mill
turned upside down while my guardas are out in the high-
ways and byways inviting the g@?ts, metaphorically speaking
to the feast which we hold tonight in the local cinema
to instruct the local nga»tatu ( the Brazilian for hayseeds)

as to the meaning and purposs of the Rockefed' Foondaish
3

-

1 Brazil, There will be a crowd and when all is over with
the speeches,and I'll back my Brazilian doctor Doutor Re=
miglo against all comers in the art 'of Portuzuese oratory,
when he 1s all throwogh, we give out the little tin latinhas
and o home with the first days work done, Early tomorrow
will begin a stream of people to be examined, and in ‘three
days we ought to have 400 or more exauined, and as scon as
I get 500 to 600 I am going to beat it for Rio Negro, the
next stop.

Lapa 18 on a high flat table-~land and it is good
and cold here now, down around freezing at night, But there
ls a pleasant little orange tree out in front of me as I
Write so what do I carel It has a curious parasite this
tree, a thin green cord without form al beginning nor ende-
ing, which c¢lings to &he lower pirt of the sm:ller branches
end winds 1ts way out to the extremipy in the most meaning
less and structureless way.. In the barn walke the prize
gamecock of the neilghborhood, red-legged and meanlooking,

and the urubus, great ugly carrion vultures who are the

ing than most other birds, for
I notice that when one has ob-

viously vanguished the other

1 Arta §




he flies after him for some time, with a sort of
follow-up system, The people encourage the urubua‘
--= that is they have a law agalnst killing'ﬂhem
--= Which 1s more of an exemption from criticiém
than the other public health officers are likely
to enjoy for sometime yet, Dr Darling has made it

| fairly clear that they are not
}true public hezlth agents,

| because théy i1l the role

all too frequently of

carriers of anthrax, and -

| probably act as carriers

| ‘for some of the animal parass
ites, They naturally play
quite a part in the local

folk-lore: the urubu who went
0. Nogsa Signora's feast in

| Heaven carried in his violin

TH W a turtle who hid in it because
he could not fly , When they got to the party the

Urubu discovered the turtle and was very angry at his
social pretensions--so he threw him out, But Nossa
Signora took pity on him aﬁd though his fadl broke
him in a thousand pieces, She gathérad them together
and gave them life---- and that 15 why you see a

turtle's back made up of so many pieces,

It 18 humourous to see how these poor men
suffer from the cold and even more amusing td see the
awe with which they regabd hy sléeping out on these
nights that leave frost on my trench-coat as it lies
over me out in this nice little ymard, under the orange
tree, This town is about 2500 feet up and this clear
early spring weather is much the'same ag September in
the Adirondacks. The village doesnt awaken until near-
1y 8 o'clock, Then come the men with thelr palaq or

big tasseled woolen ponchos, ¢h ivering and unhappy.



The shady side of the street is quite deserted and it is a
full two hours before the sun has made things comfortal
ble, We afé finding a low rate of infection here,
which mekes the work of the microscopists more wearing
and ﬁh&ch'holda us down on the number of treatments,

I am afraid that the numbers gathered in wont reach
500 as soon zs I thought, but I have learned that you
cannot ignite people here with ideas that will take
in three haurs or apreéﬁ with any effectiveness under
24 to 48 hours,

Therels a cinema here
vhich has inherited a
planola from sbmewhere

- and last night while I
etayed here going over
the Itapema records I
heard one of the kkixz
Ldztthapsodie Hongroise
set winding out into
the brilliant moonlight
in the garden here,"Thence"

to quote qubte an illust-

rious predecessor, " to bed"
under a new bunch of stars
to stare at till insistent
incoherent remarks began to crowd into my hearing am
I saw and talked to a few Americans whom I 4id not

sce yesterday in the funny little towm of Lapa,

I have been having to diuner an'interesting old
party of 68--an Engiishman of the ske wild and wander-
sort-~ who has spent the last 50 years of his 1life in
Parana, and speaks Portuguese, French and German with
the same specd that.he talks Cockney, He is the station-
agent here; & fine o0ld pink and white specimen whose

race now serves to retain the superiority that his age



has need of, He i8 rather an
i amazing old bird but for gen-
| eral purposes the experiences
| fell on reather uncritical
 and unobservant senses, 80
,  that he is not the mine of
storgles and anecfotes that
M old Buddha Waddell at the
| Anerican college in Sdo
Paulo can be, But he has ab
‘old French Bible that dates
‘from the time of @ood Queen

Bess, handed down in his fam-

ily as an heirloom, which I anm
golng to see tonight when Re-
liiglo and I go down to0 take matte with him, He agrees
with me that noghing has done so much to civilize the
people here as the American Clnema--- he says jhat thelr
manners of greeting eachother , and of all soclal be-
haviour are now modclled on the hRbits obscrved in crowde
ed houses every other Sunday, Of course that will put a
finish on lots of interesting customs here--- I've al-
ways maintained that love making must be more and more
stendardized and unoriginal as the Youth of the land
attend the lMovies, In fact 4f I were a girl of spirit
and experience 'twould be an interesting game to place
them all in whatever school they most closely apedwe
those young friends of mine, But t0 get back:to Brazil
the novdes says my friend Sgnr, Tamplin, is notably

ivilized in the past ten years by-y@;ﬁ& oL,

While I pick off the hoar-frost from my cot in
the morning those who had a tear thelr eye at my
coming suffering from the tropic heat, are drawing 106°

without fresh air in their homes in the North,

Heppy days 1
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Now that I am falrly well into the job here and beginning
to know from first'hand experience what things are like here in
Brazil it ie eapler to do what has for some time been my intentlion
and write to you, A L

At the momentil have been agsigned the job of lnvestigaing the
c:<tent of Hookworm infection im the southern part of Brazil, first
in the State of Parana and later in Sta, Catherina, both regions
quite cool and comfortable thusfar and not at all like the gen-
eral imprecsion of Brazll which invelves white plaster houses
cocoa pl&nﬁ&tions and epare revolutione p,.r.n, The survey of this
State began on the 4th of August, when with a Brazilian doctor
two trained male-nurses and two micfoaoopiats well versed in the
local parasitology, I started out a wandering region-to-region
existence which will keep on til1l I finish in Sta,Catherina in
February, g

Our proce@ure is this; we have our beds and -skeeto-nedting ,

our kitchen utanéils, three Bausch and Lomb'scopes, a special
centrifuge, about ten thousand capsules and enough oil of chene
opodium to fi1ll them as required, and a good deal more miscellane
eous material all ready and in trunks, We choos€é a series of re-
clone to be visited and with the aid of a pass-book and much
patiézia we get to a town.‘The town prefect is overvhelmed with
pride at being visited( often mixed with suspicion and a certain
arch "oh-yes-but youwwont-find-hookwormehere" expression) and we
are installed in the local city hall, That night the Brazilien

doctor gives & talk in the local cinema with our lantern slides

greatly ailding him in explaining vhat uncinariose is, and at the

end of the service we make not a collection af but a distribution

of small tin cans for the apécimens of feccs, The next day the
stream begine and I stay in the laboratory ex&mining the spleens

and the hemoglobins and seelng that things dont go galley-west
.,“nd keeppng an eye open for whatewer interesting nay tuﬁn up in
the way cf clinical pathology, The pléoes chosen have been all



been small and fairly typical of'this part of the country;
Though 4t sounds like rather a limited field of interest it
proves %o be anything but thét, for I am expected to gct.a
fair idea of thé general prevention fo rupal diseases which
Eax® could be applied--and ‘thus mosqui to-hunts, vielting
and talking with the local M,D,(when the place sported one)
and making notes on medicine ingeneral here hos been part af
the program, Nuturally there is abundant interest on the
gidea of life other than medical, and now that my mail has
begun to come through with hesularliy though well spaced
and 4n big batches, I find this life very profitable in
every way, Rot that Brezil will be my dwelling place for
good, No, not that by .any means, but I an 59tt1n3 anple
'“experience on the side of adminiatn&tl?; publio-hnalth and
that is what I came for, ji2
The curandheiro, or wizard-medicine-man here 6o¢upies

an intereatlng'poaltion.'SO'poverru17and widely recognized
are they that as yet the medical profession is unable to
doal with' them, for they frequently have political influénce
and as is frequently remarked, in Brazkl Tammany woul& have
to start in the Kindergarten class, Among the caboclos or
peascnts of the foreét,I kiow of a cursndheire who makes
the prognosis of all severe coﬁghs as follows: a fish 2bout
the size of a sucker ig caught and theb patient is 1nstruoted
to spit in the living fishéu mouth; the fish is then thrown

“k inte the water and if he swims upstream the patient will

1ive if down the patient will dle, And it 1s well re‘odgnim

. if « woman in labor will change shirte with her husband

each wearing the other's inside out, she sitting with his |
hat on, in the center of a twenty-litre measure, she"sive The chiake
fo s 1igh€~t0x¢be/ch&1&$ as the phrase goes, much more sﬁocesafuliy.
A ung doctorbout in the matte, $61d me that after a nine
league ride the sight of such a thing nearly compensctes for

the trouble, , .
No one can exaggerate the effect of thc Americen cinema
we in Brazil, For meny little hamlets it comes once & week’



serving as the sole but a curiously effective contact with the outer
contemporaneous world of which they see nothing else, In the last
ten years dress and all the habits of social greeting have changed
amd I am asked in the samne breath if I know Dr carrql personally
and 1r 1 heppen to know Tom Mix, or Dustin Farnum, or Mary Pickford,
They look on the American Army a9 its fondest Jingoiatio adwirer
would not drean cf doiag—- vhey think the Estados Unidos are always
worth watching,with admiration ready to flow, like the saliva er
Pawlow's dogs-~hefore it ie Justified. Sone day the date of the first
moving picture will be given plaoe with Guttonhurgs work as a factor
in education, f}

Ther is one place here wherse uurk of tha very best p sort
is being done and that it the Inst&tuto at Butantan, where Dr Vital
Brazil has worked out serums for the po&sonous snakos of Brazil
with remarkable success, and now ie recelving Very satisfactory
public support, If the full detalls o:5th£§ would interest you,
or if you have any friende who would like a full report of the

- technlque I could send cladly a copy of the report of the process
in Frenoh, :

The work of the Commlssion here has resulted in an incroasel

interest on the part of the Government in various problems of
public administration of san%tation, and now their reports are pube-
lished along side of ours every nonth in the newspapers, Mr‘Morgan
the U,8, Ambassador says that the Commigsion 18 the only American
organization htat has not as yet goliten iate trouble in Brazill
v wevhaps we will have alchance to continue owr 10,000 treatments
a month for a littie while longer !

I am writing this on & eraszy 118416 river boat on the Ig=
vassu river trying to take 800 sacks of herva matte up a shallow
and tortuous stream from Sao Matheué where we have jusg finlshed
a survey, to Poarte Amazonas and later Ponta Grossa, where perhaps
I shall find some mall from the States--a thing that is like roast
beef and mEm nush-rooms to a hungry uen, Lord, A delicacy !

Neﬁ that you know the general outlines of what I am doing
twill no$ be hard to drop you a line with less of formal descrip=-



tion and more of what 1s going on from day to day under the
sky that sportes the Southern Cross, the Centaur and a
Moon that rises and sets with a brilliance and & speed
that makes me forgive the theatre for all its dash
aﬁd vigor in ﬁnis pagicular.
With the very best of reﬁembrancea and I think
from all I know now of Brazilian poétorfxeea, vile

very best of Chrisitmases

In Campo de Tenente

Polak Family in Sao Matheus




W QITE KIK.

Deai g s L. i

| Anid the thousands of letters with a more
familiar postemark than this one I thought you'd be amused
10 have some mall from a young Brézilian friend. He opens
with a pollteness characteristic of the country and hopes
thaé%;urrlod departure from U,S, battleghip without saying
goodbye to lady who mada'sfaj.in Rio more pleasant than other-

wise would have been, will be as excused as 1t was justified,

 Just got to train 1n't1me'to'have a five-milreis squabble with

the porter--- and that 1s as late as you qah eéoncmically be
to a train, here no Bﬁazil.

Today waé a‘screaﬁ. We asked the Preféct of Lapa to
sive us a horse to'go out to the colony outside town, He came
across with a swell barouche drain by four,scrhwﬁy but unguest-
ionably apirlted o 1ighend :lbaya, with thousands of sleigh
bells everywhere about theme-- and depois almoco with the
whole village salaeming reverently a guarda and I set to the
colony abouﬁ gix miles out of town, The rodd was the sort that
keeps you apologising for 1nno¢ent violenoo the whole time,
and when we'arrived I was glad ﬁo look the driver in the cye
and memorise what that sort of a driver is apt to look like,
He kept glving the horses the right of self-determination
and the rore.pair never looked at a crosseroads in the sanme
way that the hind pair did--- I jumped out and had to hold the
municipal barouche from going over the edge of a hill, be-
cause the driver couldn't get cnough unanimity in the team
at the last minuté.

Thé colonlsta are It&llana,reaily splendid looking
peasants but they have had nothing much better to copy than
the local customs, and the result is a little séd. The
mein room of the kitchen is ncarly always a mud floor around
an pren fire built on a raised platforme--no suggestion of
a chimney, The entire colony of forty or more houses has been

built without any sawed wood at all and the effect of the



constant thick smoke oh these huge slabs of the x
rough wood makes really a very handsome thdugh«dirty
house interior, I dont think that in one afternoon I
haveever seen so many kindly raées a8 today-~ they
were all so cheerful and pleasant and agreeable, and
told us all their troubles in the simplest and cheer-
fullest way, Ne'would exémine the wholémfamily fromlthe
Pzl on down to the pequeno ’all of them t21l pink-cheeke
ed Itallans and sailing and 1au{3hbng the whole time,
This 48 the country for you. High rolling hilll,
no 1ife that is not on horaeback Frost on my bed in
the morning, to the horror of my crew who think that
to sleep out under a fine little orange tree on a cold
starlit night i1s the heilght of insanity, Verdade it is
cold here, I have had to buy a local comforter which
makes a good bedding roll even if it is lavender on the
outside, Yesterday they had a horserace out near the
charch and it is a very plcturesgue costume, the long
: fine woolen poncho that the horsemen wear here, The
horses are ¢00d t0o0gyy-- in fact this 1s no more like
the rest of what I've seen than Montana or New Mexico
is like Palm Beach, It'ls a country of pine trees and
clean cool fresh skies and I like it, There is about
a 6% 1nfeétlon.here in lLapa---30 I expect I shall never
see this town again,

Much oblipged for the forwarding of all the
stuff; my address will continue to be Caixa 205 while
out in the interior of this bon 1liltle ssate, whose
cpaital is my home--and if ever a word deserved " "

marks that word home is the word sint 1t?









G P e

August 19

To-night I have been down at the Station Agent's, iir Te
Tamplin's house, first talking at some lenght with his
Brazilian wife about the hablts and customs here in
this country and later going over Tamplins siter-in law
to find a full blown Tb, process in her right upper
lobe, They were rather amazed ot the fulness of the
examination, which was good fun merely for the practice
it recalled, '

The women here nurse thelr children up to khxa gwo
years of age; celdom leaving off before the third month
and 1t is very rare to find a case of undernourishment
among the infants, In cnees where they wish to wean the
baby an early start is made by squeezing beans up and
cramming them intouthe kids mouth almost from the astart
and golng on to a gruel made of flour or milho which is
I think a rough native flour, It is admitted thet this
18 hard for the baby but it i practiced philosophieally’
and soue seem 4o survive, :

Tamplin's father was a feather merchant in Englend
who lost through 1llhealth a successful business in Lone
don, le happened o o the Brazilian-coneulaie in ILoadon
when he was hard pressed for & new chance and seeins there
the alluring posters of life in tﬁéﬂéolonlea of Brazil, he
sold the famlly plate and all but a fin; harmonium bought
at the Paris exposition in 1853, which he brought to
Curityba for his wife to have in the new land, The Prese
ident of the Frovince of Parana when he saw it was so keen
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