Jacarezinho, Outubro 1°
1919

In the other room of this little hotel this very

warm raininy evening, I hear the endless monologue of my Brazil-
jan doctor,storming and threatening, playing Jeremiah for the
the whole of Brazil, crabbing the politicians and giving advice
to the goverment,---'Eu digo com franqueza's-~ till the dull
circle of listening fazendheiros dwindles to a slngle man, whe
will without a doubt suddenly find that he is the only one left
and taking that as a possible evidence of his 6un credulity or
lack of judgement, suddenly leave-- with Dr, Remigio scarce
warmed up to topie 3, which begins "Mas nossos caboclos nao 8ao
stupidosi- ete,

We arrived here today after a two days reide in one
of the dustiest trains I have ever been in, followed by four 1
leagues of riding behind a native wﬁoue driving consisted of a
contihuous straffing of four underfed mules, utterly disregarding
the position of the "troly" (cart) in the road, Before the lash
‘fell each time he roared the name of the mule who was to get 1te-
"BRIOSO" ! "PARAHYBA"™ ! or "ZONAS"!e-- and I was Qurpr&aed
thét they did not know their names, I got very fed up and was
utterly pleased when he nearly tore the back wheel off on a
wooden stump, and Miragay~, one of my boys, had sense enough to
pretend he wanted to drive, and thus the mules were spared the
additional»gnd temper, The passage was interesting for the sight
of several lagartos basking on logs by the roadside-- a kind of
very large lizard about three feet long which has a very evhl
look and lives on snakes, After being bitten by snakes it always
1mmed1ateiy\repa1ra’to a certain herdb in which it rolles and rubs
1tselt;.to‘%eturn later to the banquet, The herb has been proved
on numerous occasions not to have the same effect when so used

, X : : :
by man,  Then too I saw the almost pure white "ferreiros" a



bird about the size of a flicker and with a =ound Just
like a blacksmith pounding the anvile~ there is the . ‘i
sharp abrupt thud and the persistent ring of thb»-qzx\ ,
metdl after,
' This is a country of as great or greater vare %
ie by than the Behighted States, The change from one
sort of hills to another,from palms and bananas to plnes
and low bushes is often sudden and quite complete, Yes-
terday for about a half an hour at sunset we were running
along among & lovely shiny sort of grass that was in the
mass green-gold, but at one angle caught the sun in a s
11gpt violet color, with the same glint that golden hair
will sometimes do., And suddenly again we were out of thﬁt
region and in among nothing but hill after hill of the
deep green of coffee bushes, which are much more beauti-
ful (and this is no cringing tribute to the Anti-Saldon
League) as a covering for hllls than vines ever were,
But I have a friend who writes me of nature--

and the wealth ‘that I know exists throws the paucity of
his and hence my accounts of 1t well into contrast; per-

haps you have the samey~~ boredom, on reading accounts
of 1t, ' '

There 18 a book by a bird with the extr#brdin-
ary name of Sigfried Sassoon, gotten out by Duttqq; which
comes fiarly close to the Ware- and should you qfér have
oooaelnn‘%n:take anybody aside and glve 'em a};iéyébout '

the Glory of War, a few verses of Sassoon would do,
Does 1% matter ~-losing your legs.,....
“ For people will always be kind, Ry
And you need not show that you mind '
‘“When the others come in after hunting
To gobble their muffins and egge, , . |
£l i gt Rl E ey ol ke : (e
Does it mattere-~ losing your sight?..., =
"~ There's such splendid work for the pliﬁd;' ‘
And people will always be kind, ~ . /
A8 you sit on the terrace rememberiqg S
And turning your face to the light, '/ = -

end there's another which is still one too/runh}‘i‘oaht

hanta dhe manindsnenisn business vete-~ and I ﬂ&ﬂ‘tt“‘



| vondergif:thefcivil War was much of a war after alle== they
all seemed to enjoy their reminiscences 0, Good God !
It 48 'an‘odd sort of ‘thing to do-- to stick with

b

strangers tititil you know them and then to know that you never
will know them at.all, and to sgay away from acquahntances ao'v
long that you get to think of them as fixed impressions insted
. of wondering what they are going to do next, I doubt if re=-
flection has the virtues currently given "in the pulpit
_and the press", I huve reflected much and haven even been
fool enough to write people that I have learned a lot thus
but I th&nk that das so-genannte Reflection 18 more apt to
precede thinga than to follow theme- and I doubt if I shall
know anymore from heavy solitary "thinking" than from the
halfe-consclous day-to»day hunches that go with a‘heotlc Americ
an existence at home, Perhaps yes--- but not a shouting Methodist
YES that drowns meaninglessly all dissent, It has a very
bearish effect on the stock of friends one has; but they
unfortunately become ecarce as well as valuable, and I
shall doubtless know again the rare and rather fine feeling
that I had coming home from France, ( which is considered
pathetic and melancholy by some ) that I cared a damn sight m
more for some people than they had reason to care for me,
for I had had no substitutea the meantime, and they ahd had -
.to put the poorest interpretation on it all,

o And along with the caring for people comes caring
'not”aSJall»tor all the comforts of living-- which I wish I
cduld care for, I had infinitely rather sleep out on the ground

e : under thia strangely dotted sky and sleepily outline the Cen-
%ﬁi; | }% taur as it glows above a palm tree than to fulfill the
3 \curront idea about where and how the Chefe of the Rocka-fell
\Poondaiah should retire at night, Manello Patatisco ! (local
\for‘Fer th' love ov Mike) So I sleep out -~ greatly to the
laaa of- 1oea1 Prestige of tho Rochkafell Foondalsh, But this

1a 80 much nearer to a real Job than I have ever had borore



that ysgxtugfxmamt I laugh aloud to thimk I might be answering
telephone calls as to milk formulas or tréating neurotics
with bromides and 'tact' if I werent a free lance doen here

in Jacarezinho,

Good luck and Merry Christmas




Nevember 12 1919

Creséiuﬁa'

Imagine to yourself a rather ruinous Hasty Pudding
theatre in a very poor state of repair with many banks of séhool
desks scattered through it, my camp bed in one corner and a bunch
of T talian women with crying bables wandering through and around
it, ﬁ fat little officious Brazilian doctor making phxsicai exam-
inations and a gang of thunderstruck It8lians watching me write
and saying "Ora | Oral" at each move of this personal machine.,

A commission of rallroad employees are gasping "Nossa Senhora "
at the sight of such huge worms as the microscope shows them, and
the flies are acting és the only common denominator of the crowvd,
We aré‘working in a deserted church and the motto that is painted
on the rough boards is " Adeamus cum fiducia ad thronum Dei",
With some little fiducia(if I must admit 1t) I went up to one of
the few coal mines of Brazil this morning and examined abéut’aAh
hundreg miners---but it did noﬁ.have the appearande of the throne
of God--rather the tower of Babel, Polish, German, Portuguese,
Spanish and Italian being the languages neeessary to suécess.

The coal is a fat lignite type--with much pyrites, but
all in horizontal layers and.aleo without any gas ét all, so that
ihe mining 18 very easy and with no hazard to compare to what we
have, The companies have been slow to get started and we are on
and in the front wave of surveyors and expioiters--yeaterday I
saw the foundations of one of the stalons of the railroad being
built and the only things in sight beside the work&en and the stones
were a blue print plan and a Winchester rifle, The trains to this
‘district are runhing 1rregﬁlar1y, with engines such as the General
Beadle bullt in Leeds in 1881 and other treasures of malcoordinated
stteel which render as usual the virtue of Patlencia a mere wie -
confused

~than-ever trait of this peopleg When the trains dont
run they always have the hand cars which are run by two men wiih
long poles and they pole the car along at a_reailyhéﬁrpriaing rate
of speed, They can keep up with a train mﬁch of the way, and need-

less to say the hahdcars are ana much better than the train for

£



travelling in the clean and fresh air,

An interesting chap I met here last night is a Rumanian
engineer who this timé last year was a prisoner in Germany, He
was shot through the belly in 1917 and got well cheerfully and
apparently without much bother, to get it again five times in
the legs.’/He thought that I was a @erman and I ﬁhought-the same
thing of him so naturally we were véry peased to finé th#t
stature and blue eyes and a red mustache can mean other things
in Brazil, He is in great doubt about the future of Eurppe and
18 one of the few minds I have yet encountered who sets a suffic
lently large value on the Bolchevist mbvement. It 1s amazing to
me’ that people who have been taught all their lives that the
Right will triumph in the end never stop to think that things
that last any time at all us&ally have some considerable value
and are not wholly bad----but I find many who think that there
is no advantage in Bolchevism at all, The Rumanian said that it
was spreading just like Christianity--- a remark that has a stri
king flavor, Much of what ie consider as important now will
be forgotten in the interest which Bolchevism will draw to itself

in times to come,

Youve no idea what an easy social existence there is here,
There 1s no repression along our lines, One of my guardas re-
ferped to his amour propre as his character and I am inclined
to agree with him as I think it over, for there is no such thing
as self control, nor any idea of state service or the common good,
Work begins and ends when it pleases among the natives, and they
simply dont know what application to work as an affair of the will
is or can be, My guardas are no end proud of the fact that they
are not as the others and are I think really grateful for the
discipline they have received,

Well, I must cease this drool and go back to minea, The four-
teenth member of a family of 15 has just come into the room to be
examined, All Italian peasants at present 8 years here but not
yet speaking Brazilian, I can understand the 1mmigrant problem
better now that I have been one, YLB Alan,



The table nhu.s been clénred and th the music of & huge
German music box, which will play the Wedding llarch from Lo-
hengrin, or tﬁo Foust Waltzes or the march from Aida, twice
without any encouragement, I find a pleasantly long Brazillan
evening shead of me and nothing exciteng to do but dodge the
millions of insects that arrive arpund the lamp every night,
The day wae typical, Last night the local chefe politico
a rather pleaéant apoplectic Italian, who is distincly first
in the 1little Iberian village, promised us three horses and a
carroca for four  ersons, %o go an 8 hour journey to a place
called Aramangua, of which I know really nothing except that
it 18 low and hot and that we ought to be able to cxamine and
more or less cure about 500 persons in about five days, The
horses and the cart were to be ready to go in the coolness of
5 AN, Multo meliore----ete, In 2 miserable dark at sbout
4330 Big Ben went intermittently mad, and moatly for the s.ke
of example I got up guickly and made enough racket to make my -
men get up too, Dawn was very quick-é a 10voly c1a§dy pink affair b,
among very bright fresh green palms, ile are quartered in a de=-
gerted church where we have rinishéd examining 400 in 3 days-=-
hearly a 1007 infection,So 1t wae to the hotel we had to ;0 once
more to wash and to get our coffee, All bags and baggage were
ready and we walted and walted and aaited till suddenly at 7:30
a funny little cart turned up , of a size to carry =2 only ,
and no horses at all, So I had what Cannon deecribes as " ten
minutes fury" ( speaking mostly my native tongue), and arranged‘
for the stereoptican to go on ahead and three of us to wait
here till we could get conduicao, Set Bonini at work on the
Parana atatistica and went off with 8ilveira to the mines,
There we met the 'jlestre de iilna, Sr Comacho, a little
Spaniard who has managed a French phosphate mine in Tunis and
mines in the Andes, He speaks French, Arabic, Italian, Spanish
an? Portuguese well cnough to be articulately angry in each,
and who is an interesting fellow; besidesa having a lovely

madonna of an Italian wife, She was always at me with a basin



of water, a fresh towel and good Paris soap, while

I was examining the miners: Indians Germans Slovaks
Italians Portuguese Spanish Poles Russians and Bra=-
Zilians, No other equal courtesy under such cénditions,
After we were through he showed me & picture of the
Andes which looked so much like Pikes Peak from a .
hlace near Glen Eyrie ! We went down to the mine.
and ducked along the stoop-shouldered galleries where
wet coal was picked out by big.pale tired men, Of all .
inhumen work I can recommend for inhumanity coal mine
ing:- but after all these men have it easy compared
with the miners in the U,S,-- for there is here no
fire damp and the seams are all horizontal,

After almoco I slept an hour and was wakend in
much the same way I imagine people go to Heaven if
that custom actually obBitzins: right 4in the middle of
perfectly satisfactory realities siich as dreams you
suddenly hear a huge and inescapable " DOUTOR GRREGY"!
and you open your eyes upon another world,

lfore miners examined and then a thunderstorn
which caught us in the middle of the matto and sowe
took off these useless clothes and had half an hour
in the buff, Then back to eat and play the musicker
and talk with Georg Jonescu,a great husky Rumanian
engineer who is a kindred spirit from having been
very much more than I in the war, Then too but eight
months in Brazil, he is & person with whom I can talk
freely discuss the country-in French-- a great relief
after three or four months cmong only those to ﬁhém
praise ranges all the way from bilscultse 1o anbrosia
and blame or unfavorable comment & between stupidity and
and deliberate insblence,

About 22 kilometer: from here thore is a packe .
age of mail for me: all the news up to October perhaps,

How curiously some people 8lip over the horizon when



others don't ! Like o0ld clothes nearly everyboddy fades
to a rathér better but less vivid shade, I think it is
when you you return to them actually that the gueer 3gtby
effect appears as if a part of them was covered over and
thus protected, The great speed with which communications are
cut 14 a great arguncnt for living in your owhn home town isnt
1t? And yet somehow or other I like toisnatch at kindrdd spire
te and try to keep them instead of we:ring myself down or up
to a hundrum familiarity with o fellow townsman who in all but
houselots and subways might as well be 500 miles away, The peo-
ple I have known and liked and now dont see at all are the dly
permantnt fixtures among my acguaintances, Queer effect!
By the 27th we shall have examined and treated about 2000

men women and yowling children, anf will be on our way Lo

the German sectlion Blumenau and FXarksnapaXka Bruske, Then a
month in the mountaine and then & month in the island of
Sta Catherina,

Well I burble on «- " Easy writing Sir makes damned hard

reading" ,
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Ararangua Sta Catherina
Brazil

I cannot remember for the life of me whether I
wrote you once before or not: my good intentions are of
such a vivid character that they pass at times for reality,
But at any rate I wanted to and now, having the chaﬁce.while
people are not coming in very fast to be examined and treate
ed I'll take a chance on being a repeater, Tis at least better
than a continuous--- I have been buying alarm clocks of late
and the lingo clings,

At present we are on a survey of this state to see
what fraction of the population has hookworm :nd how it is
distributed among the people, I have five trained Brazilians
as helpers snd a Bz doctor as my team, We have portable and
at times insupportable beds, railroad passes for anywhere
that the R,R, goes, 'nd the occasional honor of a special
engine of our own, and the wilds are ours for the asking,

We go anyvhere that from a distance hasz the reputation of
belng a good place to find heavy infection and usually we find
it, Good== we cxamine about a hundred pecople a day, treat the
sickest, give a2 magic lantern show with lots of lurid and
forceful pictures and sho. 'em how to avoid the dlsease in
the future, and later on if the place is valuable Trom &
strategic point of view there comes a gang of ten or fifteen
trained men nurses and a doctor undee American direction
and the region ie¢ really clean-d up at the rate dr about
1000 a month, ledical prospecting le what it amounts to,
and it 18 pretty darn good fun,

| Dey before yesterday e trip from Cressiume to thie
place up over soge low hills and down onto this extraordine-
ary emoothc plain, a trip on horseback beginning at 7 and-
ending at 9 in the P ! in sunlight poisonously hot-- but
with lots of excrcise and diversion for all that, This is

low coastland and is well away from civilization-- all along



the road I saw in the adobe houses women with spinning
wheRls ond looms going about our great-grandmother's
business, We stopped in a ruinous little roadside store
for almoco which is an elevn o clock breakfast and after
the meal the owner siad that hIa wife begged a consulte
ation, After I had talked to her and arranged for treat-
ment, I =sked him how much was almoco, With all the
bucolic subtlety of wit that you cuan imagine he said " AH
Senhor Doutor how much is your eonsultation ?" I told
him 1t wasnt anything-- and greatly pleased with his ruse
the poor man said "Entao. precisa pager 80 a cerveja"
(Then pay only for your beer),

Life 18 delightfully simple here, The hotel
keepers daughter last night returned from a dance she had
been to and camc into the dining room, a very pretty
1ittle Horth Italian and shook hands with all the guests
in a grave polite way-- but immediately brightened up
when somebody asked if the dance was good, It was eight howx s
herd riding away from here-~ at Nova Venizia, and was
a blg party on the anniversary of Nossa Senhora de Boa
Vista: everybody from far and near, eight hours in the
saddle as a preparation for all night dancing ! Her
mother every morning comes running from the kitchen
aluwost wringing hﬁé hands with anxiety about my cofflee,
<nd T have been no Turk about it -- it's much better
than whet an X would get me at the Ritzl And such guas
va jelly! And cheese, Yo HO,

On this job all round the State till JMarch and
then I guepect to the North-- the Bahia region, the Brazil
of-the geography books, boas and parrois and monkeys and
politics,

Gosh ! This time anno passado I was in Paris
having an extraordinarily agreeable leave--~"and now

just look at the poor dam thing',



Well it is a long cry since Sao Paulo where I
think I wrote you 1last or first or atk least once, Now I
nave a wild ambition to write to a few of me old and hon-
able friends and tell 'em what goes on, :

Thie 18 in a town called Ararangua in the Syaté
of Santa Catherina, sufficiently removed from the ordin-
ary cascades and whirlpools of progress for 1t to be merely
the rule to see o0ld women seated on the floor of the houses
carding spinning and weaving their husbands and their own
cldthes and dyeing them with crude but beautiful vegetable
dyes., We are here on the usual job of finding out the per
centage of infection with hookworm and here up to the pre-
sent have examined in the three days previoué 500 persons
and are well on the way to a hundred a day till our 800
are completed and our treatments finlshed, Thus wandering
on one week medical stands throughout southern Brazil I
have already spent & 3 months and have the same amount of
time to go. After March I may go to the North, i1, E, the
real tropics and see the Brazil of song and story, with
alligators boa constrictors and monkeys and politics =--
'n evrything. '

‘ At present writing in the Camara Municipal of the
town where we are doing our work and evry minute or so arrives
a new sick one--- the infection is close to 92% --- to have
me Jjab him innthe ear and punch his side a bit and ask him
a few improper questions and then send him forth wondering
at the slight of the first Englishman he has ever seen--we
make no distinctions between the English and the Americanos
here, They all have very red noses and red mustaches and
talk a very loathesomé{gutteral talk, There was a very am-
using but very pale little rascal in here yesterday with his
father and he didnt like me a little bit., He kept turning

to his father and saying " Papal, chega | Vamos embora !"
oS 8. { {’ 'ﬁ ! ' o
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for which the translation is "fathert this is enough lets
get out of here" But it has a funny flavor because 'chega'
is what'you say to a person who helps you to tooo m;ch medt
or begna---which is frequently the case here,

Last night very nearly all night long I heard the wild
weeping of the fapher of the dona of the hotel who was over
in a neighborly jail with senile dementia, weeping and or-
ating and yelling bits of the past history of Italy at the
top of a very a very hoarse voice, He was not a prisoner--
they have not the instincte for restraining eachother in
Brazil that we have-- he was just there because having him
in the house is a bit thick fo¥ the guests, But Gosh what
a2 hellish noise, SACRRRRAMENTO! :

Thie is a high alluvial plain, the town consisting
of pretty pink or yellow or robin's egg blue plaster houses
“scattered round on one vest big absolutely smooth lawn of
bright green grass. No roads at all, Of course it is beau-
tiful and the distant sharp irregular mountains in a big
semicircle and the sea at our backs-- well I have only to
remepbg; Commonwealth Ave in November to know that is mean
to go any further , But dont forget that until you cut
your thumb you never knew what it was for--- and until
you go without speaking English a month or ;wo and without
letters for a month ---you dont know the advantages ef
Boston even in the winter time, I look forward to hearing
a word from you for this same.rgaaon”and in the meantime a

L PRt L
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very Happy New Year to you, o




, It 18 nine o'clock-~ the local equivalent of our mide
night - and I am finlishing a long and rather busy day. Next to
my cubicle a young Italian ie having occasional epileptic con=
vuleione as a result of a brain tumor, outeide an old man in the
mBnicipal jeil is raving at the top of -a very hoarse voice--the
second year of a senile dementia, I have just been throﬁgh a bog
or two on a visit to a man with a broken ankle,a woman with endo-
carditis, a man in the last hopeful stages of TB, and another with
sﬁaatic paralysis, ~---leaving four others till tomorréw. Today we
had a heetic time with 350 patients all treated to the cure and
twas the darnedest Jjob I have done since the walking wounded at
the 10 €.C,S,

' I an doing what the old ladies think is a tremendous

lot of good ! Welle- I know it 18 not that , but it is a comfort
to know that I might be walting like a hungry spider in the U.S,
to do the same and then very doubtfully to charge for it! I have
glven up the idea I once had that medicine is an honorable affair,
Why 18 it creditable to get up at night, to have all the fleas*
that once starved on & Brazilian, or to make.léng eXplanatlons to
a neurotic ? A pgolfer cannot legltimately pity hinzelf for the
difficulties that make the afternoon worth while, In othgr words
this Job is too good fun to be creditable, The big difficulty is
that the'brain tumors stay brain tumors and the old man raves on
-== I somethmes think that Jesﬁs Christ had it pretty easy with
his miracles--- it i8 no fun to have people brought twenty miles
to see you .and then to be helyle?s. But'the other work-which I
know i8 worth while makes a fly wheel to carry on by -=-- and so
it goes on, at times with great pleasure,

Of course the plea&&nﬁ part of today was getting some
letters from home, One from you whiph was on the edge of startiug
out for an A,lf, and even in spite of the indecision ever so much
cheerfuller than the ones when you firset got home , I dont want
to inhibit them at all but the two before made me feel very lowe-



it seemed so eaay\for me to flee the country which was not in t
- the least real to me at the time-~ whereas you had ite
stick it, |
© What do I think of the way the country received

and supported Wilsoni " And he went unto his own and
his om received him not"---it reminds me of that a
little, It gives me the same sensation, as I had oce-
asion to remark to English 12 (I dont know how Cope
got me into it), the same senasation you have a§ the
the lMeasgs, Gen, Hosp, when after staying up all night ,
trying to save the life of a case of Mcmorme pois-
oning say, the ignoraont family uneasy 2t the novelty

and the strenuousness of yoﬁr efforts decides that
you are experimenting and that i1t is somehow wrong
and proceeds to take the perilously sick one homeee=-
you know to die, But they prefer the known”tolthe
: Gnknownfo,it takes a pan to keep confidence in o pal
plan instead of & custom when there is a crisie at

hand, All zood will and ignorance--- on the pirt of the
people in the U.,3, and sophisticated ignorance in
Washington among our Senators, My God was thore ever
such & dearth of brains mixed with charity! I am bored
at the whole businesa,'and a good éeal more than bored
when 1 think of what 'used to be taking place in the C,
C. 8. But 'how 1little did I imagine what Ypres ih have
been In'15 ‘from reading about it in Brookline---it was
Ypres that made me understand, I euﬁbbue it is the sane
with Lodge and CO, I think that it is prepostroug to
treat a President with sullen reeéntuent and distrust in
lMarch when American 8011dity of sentinent could have enabled hin
dictated decent terms, and now to accuse him of beling
weakly overwhelmed at Paris, We have had our fling at
being Saviours. I never knew a succegaful Saviour who
vag afraid of losing himself: incredulous ignorant timid

Senatore and 100% Americans ,,,, pish !
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To one ‘ever tries t6 run anybody clse ere in Brazii, <

ﬁTheyemxﬁeeompletefpegaanalkltbertyjtf”youfhaye“thaﬂmqney; R
Ifwynuwhayentwthere ;s~alwaysr@—gevermen%“30b~or>aﬁrelative'

A&Q_liYQ.Qnsse and the 1nteféstingsthing is that when no one

makes anheffort to,progrese_thera-is-absolute‘apatheg Lo -

‘~E§£Q§_§gy,ﬁria;mthatwig.ugprogrgaa;ve,;;iﬂafchglg of eight -

does not care to take the remedy == then the Father cays .

that the menino n@o_qugr-v—.and\hgare_ls;ngt even the lmplied
appgpgy:of @ shrug of the shoulders, IhgynputmeOple in Jail
only uhen itzis_nop,prqf;table-in the real sense or the word

to have them out, And you can do what you k like, Tney Juat
look on and talk--- but more than thia nothing. And talkl

An educated man who cannot narangue is NOWHLRE I havg heard

my doc Remiglo hold forth on the cause of the failure of
; Brazil to take a leading place 1n the world for 45 minutes

at a stretche- ralrly sreeching at the uoliticoe qv tneir
tawcrltism—~-vand the next day. ha hinte that we muat certain
ly ao a survey of Tuberao, ror it 1s the home tom of the
~head of. the local lealth Dept, and Dr Ferreira nust keep hlB

local prestige.

1ast mgm after 1t was good and dark I went with’tle
Padre down through a bog and through countless fence rail gates
to a c;sual little mud house where fared a’ ii“ty oil lamp 1n

the usuul sooty chimney-lesa kitchen or the caboclo.'”m Senhor
Tiburcid!" shouted the Padre, "Sim Senhor!™ from a timid we-

an who appeared in the doorway, " Ah O Padre-- pode entrar" in
a'tiréa'lifélésélvoicé. We went in stooping and there on a

bed in the inner room lay an elderly mén with his Fight foot
arapped up in & woman®s red and black waist, very dirty and
soaked 1n Whiukey of the local evil smelling sort, There were
butss of pailll cigarrettes'evaryﬁhéré”and"With‘an‘agilefénapg
of the wrist the old man caught crickets as they sallied from

the mud chinks in the wall and dash them to the far corner of —

- the room, where with this reprimand they escaped. into the mud



chinks again, We unrapped the foot and there it was, broken

tn-two places-- the mete-tarsals- and very much swollen, He
had taken the wieght of a falling horse in a queer position,
I had " commanded to be constructed" a right angle splint
which the padre had with him, but there was no padding.
"Mariazinha ! Venca!" ‘sald the man in & low voice., The woman
appeared and opened with here teeth a seam in a new quilt
and there was plenty of crude cotton, After it was fixed up
and we had had a desperate search for three pins all ovér
the house, Mariazinha was told by her hasband to bring a
chicaras of cafe-- which promptly appeared and we all took
some, It 18 always sbrong, aan?requently very well made,

but this was queer for thg;féste of the crude native sugr

. they use here, Then while the hoarse. shouts of a friend try- .. .. .. "

ing to catch one o1l tae ﬁaannx.cavalloa tor the morrow
became progreesively nearer we talked about some of tne
neighbors until it was obviously useless to nope for a horse
from Sr Tiburcioc and so vhe padre and I got up and left,

And all quite without rancor--- because quite without
ambition--- a funny country, A long walk through the bog

in the blackest sort of night you could ask for-- to the
house of an old German with a ruinous heart and a very large
and mean family, Thence on to another family etc etc at the
hour of eleven I was good and weary but possessed of the
prospect at least of horses to get out the next day,

The next day 1t rained cats and doge and we set out
at eleven instead of four and went a}l along a big river
bank with crude fishermans huts with distaffs and splniing
wheele in use by countless old crones, and an old Xaron of
a native to take us across the ferry, Thence on riding till
six on rather a smooth little single footer, Thank the lord
I am getting more used to horses; anatomically and psychically.

Pardon my wearinessofm the flesh I must to

bed depart for it is 5 am we rise on these days of
treatment



