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In his book "Out of My Life and Thought®" Schweitzer recalls that
when he announced his intention to leave for Africa his friends, co]leagues,
and relatives Mexpostulated with him on the folly of his enterpriset, For
one who had so much to give, and who was then at the pinmnacle of three
careers, this epic gesture must have seemed like an act of renunciation
that could only be described as foolhardy and absurd.

By the time that he was thirty years old Schweitzer had earned three
separate doctorates. Among his many published worles in the fields of

e/ DX WY MMM,E?

theology, philosophy, and nmsicologyAm important definitive works,
such as "The Mystery of the Kingdom of God" and "The Quest of the Historical

Jesus", "The Philosophy of the Religion of Kant", and ®J., S. Bach, the

Musician-poet®, that will remain as literary landmarks in the history of

these subjects. As a scholar lecturer, and orga.nist he jas acclaimed

- and honored throughout Euro ) . :

sidwb of his c_a.ree_;' as writer, concert orga.m.st «"versity lecturer,
pouphe:

he took up the study of medicine. a g;

His energy was enormous. Whilst studying medicine at the University

-
at Strassbourg, a grinding six _year course, he managed to continue as
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Maitre de conferencesh '1the‘h1eologica.l faculty and as vicar of St.-Nicolas

cathedral. During this period he also published a sb;rolume work on Bach
0eda s

and a classic book on the }}sticism of Paul the Qpostle. He mﬁfﬁg

he sometimes went to his organ studies in the morning without having been

to bed at all.

Why Liaser did he renounce all this to go to La.mbare’ne/ as a doctor?why M Qx,

M‘B«%&‘M&Mﬁ)

not'\as an evangelical missionary? He wog Ahe said, because he was tired
of talk and wanted action., He lm# chose.. Africa because of early conversations M
'
A—-%‘an.wwith his father and because as a child he had been deeply impressed by a
statue by Bartholdi of a Negro in chains that stood in the market place in
Colmar, BEurope at this time was just beginning to hear of the atrocities
being committed by white men in Africa, Athe baskets of human hands collected

by Leopold!s agents in the Congo) kﬁe a.ppa.ui.ng suffering and wastage of

life that had been inflicted by the slave traders, who counted themselves

lucky if 20f of their catch was brought alive to the coast, who a.llo{gd G’JA&,&\

9 A four cubic feet of cargo space in the holds of the slave shipsA expec
]
? a wﬁ spoilage rate during the Atlantic crossmg)aﬂ the plantation managers

-

who were thought to be not making adequate use of their investment if the
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slaves survived more than three years. The European conscience was

wﬁlmw& , 'f

stirring, the time for words was past. Medicine had wrrmet—bhemtonnor-ve

s L

oy

T
i
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that doctors could honestly say they were doing more good than harm. The
hideous tropical afflictions were being catalogued and effective
chemotherapy was being cewheeds. MM .

Schweitzer chose Lambarén€ because it was one of the most inaccessible
areas of the world, an area heavily infected with sleeping sickness,
elephantiasis, malaria, schistosomiasis, Framboesia, leprosy, and many

“oudle W, o Yonar orua oMt a MQ,Q; dhelin

other parewitto=tmnfesbubiong,

Schweitzer had to promise the Paris missionary society that in Africa
]

he would rema.in"a.s silent as a ca.rpvon theological matters. His);\th::.nkingw
was held by many to be dangerously heterodox. His doctoral thesis in
medicine had been a critical evaluation of psychiatric studies of Jesus.
And since childhood he had been in the habit of asking rational questions
such as "if the wise men brought such precious gifts, why were the parents
of Jesus always so poor?,

In 1913)before leaving for Africa, Schweitzer had said to friends

that he credited himself with health, sound nerves, energy, practical

common sense, toughhess)and prudence, and that he believed himself to be
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quite capable of enduring the eventual failure of his plan., These qualities
were soon tested. Arriving at Lambarend in 1913, he set up his first
consulting room in an empty chicken hut in the grounds of the ﬁotestant
mission, et in 191 the war started and Schweitzer was promptly placed under
/ Ko epdd

house arrest by the French as an enemy a.I:Len.atﬂcl--lq.i-aho/k watch as all his supplies
and equipment so carefully purchased with his life's earnings and the gifts
of his skeptical friemds were looted by those o’\he had come to help., Iater
on)as the war became more bitter, he was transported back to France and
interned in a concentration cam&where he became sick for the first time in
his life,

In 1925 he returned to Africa with supplies to build a new and better

hospital, purchased with the royalties of six more books and the honorariums

of many lectures and concerts., Working to an undrawn masterplan, he built

the hospital that stands today. (Eneert—mrto-repage—i)
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Schweitzer, the intellectual, pushed back the forest, planted the

fruit trees, dug the well. (He told j er a certain depth had

been reached, the walls were in danger of collapsingj Qe ordered his
men out and finished the well himself,) Schweitzer, the intellectual,
taught the convalescent patients how to make string from cactus leaves and

»
how to forge nails from old scrap iron, for in the jungle everything AR.

\
snddendgiLeeemes precious. It was a prodiggqous effort to supervise the

kY

S Bk y, ae  §
sawing of lumber from the huge ironwood logs, the mixing of concrete with A%v’%ﬁ

stones ‘Wf His vegetable gardens were a source of amazement

\....«

to the old Afric hands. Boats incongruously resembhng R_hine River i'-h

the Og?ié today.
The trickle of patients soon grew to a steady stream, and Schweitzer,
the mason and carpenter, labored Aa.s Surgeon and Dentist, as Obstetrician
and Pharmacist, compounding his own drugs and teaching the patients how
o
to knit bandages, In‘ﬁe Edge of thegcimeval Forest® Schweitzer recorded
how glass containers in which to dispense medicines became infinitely valuable.
Tusaskenlslin st
A Readers of the book a-okstill moved to send him crates of old medicine

bottles., Schweitzerwould solemnly pay duty on the incoming parcels of
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Pat
bottles, write in longh}}a.nd a sincere letter of thanks, and then dump

<" v
the bottles in the river, since aewederes medicines mAa.lready mix

in individual bottles.

In later yearj as the hospital grew and more doctors and nurses came

to assist him, Schweitzer would survey the teaming pharmacy, and say

h rone
s and turn with renewed

"Agh)v:ie W’Rﬁg;oss
eneré;y to build more é.ccom’sdationsfor the patients and staff, Schweitzer
always managed to keep his eye on the main objeci;ive - t0 treat suffering
Africans. The treatment remained the first priority; no one should be
turned away. Even ifea-peiisni-mepe.in his normal state of health, several
parasitic diseases could be found and treated. No payment was asked other
than a Mcoup de main® from those fit enough to work, and a token gift to
the hospital, The tasks were tailored to suit the Africans?! ability. The
wivesof the operated man were requested to help scrub the operating room

*
floor. Other m;\l would haul water for the vegetable garden. Squads
of the patientts relatives would be put to the endless task of keeping the

Jjungle at bay. Others would help with the construction of new buildings.

The effort required to organize and direct these work teams, often recruited
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amongst Africans whose physical and mental powers and will to work had
been eroded by years of malnutrition, anaemia, and repeated i‘ev%absorbed
YN/

a large amount of Schweitzer’and his assistantst energy. The exhortations

to accomplish the task at hand often led casual observers and transitory
ol o .0

visitors to the,\jmpressgon that Schweitzer was autocratic in his manner

and dictatorial in his administration of the hospital.
There are many strange customs unigue to his hospital, and it is

sometimes difficult to understand Schweitzer's fundamental logic behind

o e e e, Py hiuring St conng Ot
PAedo) appplian i Tass Nadda
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The criticism has often been voiced that Schweitzer did not move W:L‘bh

\ W%Wf

the times, Visitors to the hosp:_tal " W that Schweit.zer ha.d no

power boat to move supplies and visitors to the hospital. 3

Cﬁh& early days of the hospital there were ore or two passenger

Lol

53,2 a yar reaching the west coast of equatorial Africa; bisheeemis—

-;5/1,. a erous two~ or three-day motor-boat trip up the OgcWwd,

riv‘erA Wow one can reach an airfield near the hospital by airplane. From

O{?[) we
the dlrt runway hewn out of the jungle there is a short ride by iruck, if
it is running, to the south barnk of the southern fork of the river.

Visitors to the hospital £ind the 'hospi"aal canoe waiting for them at the

river's edge. This venerable craft WW

has outliasted

Gozzn motor toats, and its mobor has never failed. It is powered by

or or £i.. lepers from the leper village. These men, long-time residents
. — » a

ox tue ool have feet so eroled by rebveated injuries znd infectlons

rostltin Lo tholr disease thot they are bavely eble to welk  The
PARUITEEIS IRV N Ca

© Le cance proviges then with the ideal shehvewwd occurstion.

Do el

MW

K.* aoxr Lo fresh air,qu tris <ownsirosm is really no effort ot all;

oD ’ 23 s
Gl twly vack glves them three-quartzre o hour of good, solid axercise.
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ale LAl WALU O SG ) rerts ot Yo e g NTe
=5 WAL Lo i raver's bonll koeps oo off thoir fao-. or this

ol Ll wre provided with o bt ireatod with medicines » Ted, and clothed.

Sclrieitoos has been eriticized or uot woderndzing s transportation.

dowerar, -2 one looks in thc shed Just below the pharmucy, one will £ind

o cumiloes Of Uwo eight-pasconger river bosts s ceach T1lttod with an

Goe.que w.o~cylinder engine. These boats were a glft to the hospital from

4 group of Swedish admirers in Shc :1920's. In fact » the hospital was

uolieorized at a time when there werc Pew motor boats in Africa. Unfortunately,
the hulls were made of good Scanlinavian Pine wood, which has a very short

life in the tropics.

It has been said that Schweitzer denied his patients modern drugs and

treatment and that the standards of hygeime were bound to prejudice

the patients?! recovery., However, it should be remembered thaf)
- prnIY |

2ceor in -y a,

sar.cal oscrabica is the skill of the surgeon rather than the complexity

4]

of .z incoruncnts. Sterility depends on the cars with vwhich the instruments

anl. wae Jinen are sterilized rathar than on their color and polish. A

Selureditzer’s hosplial the preparc;;_un of patients for operation and the
o, catizetion of linen and 1nsw‘v:.1c.“s axe conducted in an elaborate

ritual ecareiiily worked out thiri- rears ago, and modified only as proved
Wl
vatics. «introduced into procticu. Africa is ro place for /
e.  rmel ...on, because the prezs of roubine, life-preserving surfve%'zak’:s

Lo Lzm o slizost crimina.l to waste t.-2 on unproved techniques. New techniques




o “Chiv, 0w, and children, and to be fed with food cocked in the
tilc.al rammer by their owm women folk, with the cocking potc Lalanced
o.. shree lzrge stenes and heated by a handful of burning slicks.

It has often been asked vhy Schweitzer% train Africars to
staff his hospital and other hespitals. One answer may be that he came
to wash their feet and to bind up their wounds himself » aud not to train

others to do the task that he hag :aken up in the name of all white men;

but ther

i

15 also the suggestion in some of his writings that he »
Ciwnllted “hut the Africans had reached the stage in their development when

tri. training would be successful.

Ag one sorolls through thaz nessital one; is sulleted by confliicting
L. eEecos - vepelled by tho Llidlegus alfiiciicns of scme of the felierts,
~ . ~ar el by the sound of laughter, sinée the hospital is surely onc
Co vl oozZiplest of hocpitals; eppalled by the squalor and £ilth s then
- - =wTod by The thought that the Lospitel Gormitories closcly ep-oxdimate
onoavereg? African’s village; shcooscd Ly the weagzer ration;) out chastened
by remembering that few "eivi_.- .l hospitels provide free foo&.

Schwaitzer &%“that "A single doctor in Africa, even with the

most modest equipment, can mz:m very mach for very many. The good which
bhe con acccrplish surpasses a imundredfold whet he glves of his own life z=nd
the cost oI the material support that he must have. With a few slmple
drugs, and sufficient skill and apparatus for the most necessary operations,
he con, in & single year, free hundreds of men from the grip of suffering and

deziz.” If this be true, can & doctor justify taking time out from the
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struggle vish zuffering and Ceath to labor with en air-conditioning plant
for Lis chzrating room? Can he divert funds from the purchase of life-
saving Gregs to purchase the comforts of civilization for himself or his
pationte? Today in other parts of Africa there can be found several white-—
elephant hospitals, beauviful to lock at, but understaffed and underprovided
vl druzs because the cost of building hes been so great that there was
nothing 1:20% over.

On crc notable occasion, in April 1957, Schweitzer did take time
00 from hic medical and adminictretive duties in the hospital. For many
selrz ke nad become increasingly concerned sbout the nuclear arms race and
cuolocrnek abgcut the havoe being wrought on the genetic material of all
~%. .. e was concerned that this beautiful world, with all Z¢s myriad
vorzms of life, was being slovly and permanently altered. Iartotiozne of
genes were taking place at a rate considersbly higher than before Lhe
advent of man-mzde lonizing radiations. Recognizing that there was a rezi
risk that the unrestrained arms race woulld degenerate into a cataclysnmic
holccaus: that could terminate all 1ife on earth, he determined to use the
Vil given him by the award of the Hobel Peace Prize to speak loudly and
ciozriy to all who would liisten.

In order that he could not be accused of speaking like a dotard, he
sco himself to understanding the mechanism of creation of radiocactive
<lczents in a nuclear explosion, the injecticn of the radioactive dust
cricted iu atomic explosions into the upper atnosphére » the patierns of
Yeliout of this radioactive dust, the routes of assimilation of radio~
acw.ve isolopes into livirg tissue, the modes of genetic and somatic

damage by high-energy radiation; and the half-lives of the radicactive
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elemenis. e also aet himself to suudying the availleble information sbout
tre provoble effects of the explosion of megaton boubs in heavily populated
erccs in a nuclear war, studies waich only a few military men had bothered
to make.

On 2% April 1957 Schweitzer dramatically added his name to the growing

list of those world leaders who had publicly teken a position agaianst the

WO Oslo in Norway there

ris now Zamous statement "Peace or Atonmic

continued "cestin,g of nu;bj.r weapons

was issued, and reioroadeast b

" (4

War. Tuis statement, rovieving the discovery of radiozsctivity and X-rays
ab the czd of the 19th century and the realization that these rays can
demere living tissue, echoed President Eisenhower's call for a "gigantic
lexy invo pecce rather than a leep into space,™ and called for an end

to atomic testing on the grounds that "We of this generation cannot take
respoasibiliiy for the consequences of & raised background level of radio-
activity on the gezcrations to come.™ "We must muster the insight, the
sericusness, and the courage to leave £olly and face realily,”™ he said;
"The end of further experiments with atounic boumbs would be like the early
sun rays of nope which suffering huma.m.tj is longing for!”

T
Datv—yeem, ofler six yem")s of uncertainty and alfter a period of

rceaosed nuclear testing and further convamination of the atmosphere with
reiocactive Pission products and carbon 14, the bomb-test treaty advocated
by Schweitzer was formulated and then subscribed to by most of the natic..o

of the world. This act has led to reduction of tensions and to an increased



22
L

hooe loz the eooliticu of var and its replaceuent oy world law. The

cucre ol Uiz .obel Peace Prize Tow 2952 to Albert Schweitzer was presumably
is— on tke basls of the refercence: of Nobolis will to work for fraternity
corg vutions; Schwaitzerts labors since 1852 provide the additional

Justificaticn of effcctive work tove *d the abolition of standiry armies. "\)
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