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Dear Dr. Georgiev: 

Our labora tory  has r e c e n t l y  become i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of  
mobile gene t ic  elements of  Drosophila i n  view o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  t he i r  in t eg ra t ed  and unin tegra ted  forms t o  the forms 
of r e t r o v i r a l  DNA. 
t o  determine t h e  abundance of  f r e e  forms, w i t h  a view towards more complete 
s t r u c t u r a l  ana lys i s  o f  the f r e e  DNA and an examination o f  t h e  mechanism(s) 
by which the  f r e e  forms a r i s e .  We would very much l i k e  t o  have a look 
a t  mdg-1 and mdg-3 i n  th is  regard ,  and David Finnegan suggested t h a t  we 
write d i r e c t l y  t o  you t o  ask f o r  molecular c lones o f  t hese  elements.  
you be ab le  and w i l l i n g  t o  provide us w i t h  e i t h e r  the appropr i a t e  bac te r i a  
ca r ry ing  such clones o r  cloned DNA t h a t  we can use t o  t ransform c e l l s ?  
( I n  view of  the d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  procedure would probably be preferable.)  

We a r e  c u r r e n t l y  surveying the known mobile elements 

Would 

W i t h  many thanks and bes t  regards ,  

Harold E .  Varmus, M . D .  
Professor  
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