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BUT WE DO HAVE DICK WOOD.

TODAY,
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BALK IN 1974, THE NEW CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHIA WAS
MOST EXPENSIVE BUILDING EVER BUILT IN THE STATE OF PENNSYLUANIE.

THERE WERE S50 MANY FLUDRESCENT LIGHTS IN THE NEW HOSPI 1AL, THAT

WHEN WE TURNED OFF HALF OF THEM, WE COULD STILL SEE QUITE WELL.

WwE OFFERED THE BEST IN MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY.
WE BOASTED A STAFF SECOND 7D NONE,

WE WERE AT THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA.
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THE NEW HOSPITAL HAD FAR MORE BEDS TH

LL ALL THE BEDS?

WHERE WOULD THE SICK CHILDREN COME

FROM WHERE WOULD WE GET REFERRALS?
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o TT"""‘ AR TLIE s,y 1 ?A‘T"\ i f i ,r‘v'g LAY T"E
CITIES TD DESCRIBE THE WORLD INTD WHICH DUR TWN NEL HOSRITAL

"IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES, IT WAS THE WORST OF TIMES. . .
[T WAS THE SEASON OF LIGHT, IT WAS THE SEASON OF DARKNESS,

IT WAS THE SPRING OF HOPE, IT WAS THE WINTER OF DESPAIR,.."
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DRUGS ~-MUCH LESS ANTIBIOTICS-- TO COMBAT INFECTION,

.



74 T SAID THAT THE MOST PERPLEXING SURGICAL PROBLEM IN
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NEWHORNS WAS A RATHER NEW DISEASE PRGCESS KNOWN AS NECROTIZIN
ENTEROCOLITIS. IT WAS COMMON THEN ONLY BECAUSE WE NEVER BEFORE
HAD BEEN ABLE TO SALVAGE THESE STRESSED NEWBDRNS SO THAT THEY
SURVIVED TO DEVELOPE THE PROBLEM,

AT THAT TIME T WONDERED IF IN 10 VEARS ENTERGCOLITIS MIGHT HAVE

GONE THE WAY OF DIPHTHERIA.

Wt BEGAN TO SEE THE DROP-OFF OF CASES, BUT WITH THE R 5B OF THE

F COCAINE IN PREGNANT WOMEN, THE FUTURE FOR THE INCIDENCE CF

F

THIS DISEASE LODKS LESS BRIGHT THAN IT DID IN 1974,



1 SAID 1T WAS THE BEST OF TIMES BECAUSE OF THE CONVERGENCE OF THE

ATMS OF GOVERNMENT, PEDIATRIC SO CIETIES, AND THE PUBLIC FOR THE

PROGRESS.

50Mz OF THE THINGS I AM MOST PLEASED ABOUT ARE NOT THE HEQDLENE~
GRABBERS WITH WHICH MY NAME HAS BEEN ASSOCIATEL. HE NOW HAVE 4
TYPE OF COMPREHENSIVE, FAMILY-CENTERED, QDMMUNETY—BQSED CARE

FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS THAT IS SWEEFING TS Wav ACRCSS

THE LAND.



STARTED RICHT HERE IN DECEMBER {982 WITH & SURGEON GENERAL:

WORKSHOP ON' HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIFS,

I 5AID IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES BECAUSE OF THE PROXIMITY O

New CLINICAL CENTER TO THE SURROUNDING RESEARCH FACILITIES,

AND CERTAINLY THE TRANSFER OF KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY HAS

SPEEDED UP.
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I 5AID IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES BECAUSE OF THE ENTHUSIASM WE ALL
FELT, AN ENTHUSTASM BORN NOGT OMLY DF EXPECTATION, BUT ALSD OF 4

Ui

S0LID BASE OF EXPERIENCE

) WARNED THAT [T WAS THE WORST OF TIMES.
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I SAID IT WAS THE WORST OF TIMES BECAUSE OF THE TENSION BETWEEN

ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS.



MODERN MEDICINE COSTSMORE AND MORE, AS BOTH THE PUBLIC AND THE
PRACTITIONERS CLAMORED FCR THE MOST SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT AND

SERVICES.... AT A TIME WHEN GOVERNMENT PENNY-PINCHING HAD

AND AS COSTS SOARED, WE FEARED A PRECIPITOUS DECLINE IN PATIENT

POPULATICN.

IN 1974 THE BABY BOOM HAD COME TO AN END.



THe CONTRACEPTIVE PILL AND THE RECENT SUPREME COURT DECISION

FAVORING ABORTION HAD LED 7O A BIRTH RATE CNLY HALF OF WHAT IT

HAD BEEN FIVE YEARS EARLIER,

THE FLIGHT TO THE SUBURBS, TO SUBURBAN SHOPPING MALLS,

0 SUBURBAN HOSPITALS, RAISED EVEN MORE GUESTIONS ABOUT THE FATE

OF CENTER-CITY INSTITUTIONS.

HOW WOULD WE FILL ALL THOSE BEDS?
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WE WERE CONCERNED ENOUGH EVEN 7O EMPLOY MARKETING TECKNIQUES TO

EXPANDING.

DEDICATING A NEW BUILDING.



THE ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS THAT CONCERNED U

CONTINUED IN & DIRECTION THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DETRIMENTAL T

THIS HOSPITAL.

THE COST OF MEDICAL CARE HAS RISEN, AND CONTINUES TO RISE AT A

HIGHER AND MORE ACCELERATED RATE THAN OTHER SERVICES.

PECIATRIC CAUSES.

WE BROKE EVEN ON THE BIRTH RATE,

cIGHT YEARS CERTAINLY DID NOT POUR GOVERNMENT MONEY INTO



A MAGNET BECAUSE OF ITS STAFF -- THEIR EXPERTISE AND

A MAGNET BECAUSE OF THE STEADY QUALITY OF THE HOUSE STAFF AND THE
HOSPITAL'S CONTINUED ABILITY TO ATTRACT BRIGHT AND CARING YOUNG

MEN AND WOMEN,



"QUIPPE QUI NUMQUAM IMNEMCR ESSET PLERDALNM
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BUT MORE THAN THAT WE ARE HERE TO DEDICATE
PepmTre: C

THE RICHARD D. WOOD AMBULATCRY CARE CENTER,

LD PE!\S HOSPI
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AND, DICK, A5 T SAID WHEN VOU DEDICATED THE C., EVERETT «OOp
I'Mm 50
COMPREHENSIVE SURGICAL CENTER, BRENSEWRN GLAD [T'S NOT &

| /
NEMORIAL! | IKNOW Yoy Fese 7umq wiy 70 nAy .

RICHARD D. WOOD HAS BEEN THE QUINTESSENTIAL HOSPITAL MANAGER.

I SEEM TO RECALL MORE THAN ONE FINANCIAL CRISIS IN THE OLD
CHILDRENS'" HOSPITAL. AND ON EACH OF THOSE OCCASIONS 1 REMEMBER
THAT IT WAS DICK WOOD WHO ASSUMED HANDS-ON CARE T3 BRING US QUT

0F OUR nyrF;C“;*T.Q



IN ONE SUCH CRISIS I REMEMBER THAT DICK ESTABLISHED A CUMMAND

US WOULD GATHER WITH HIM TC ASSESS THE PROGRESS OF THE PAST WEEK,
AND PLAN THE NEXT WEEK. THAT KIND DF INTEREST, TENACITY, AND
SKILL NCT ONLY ENDEARED DICK WOOD TO ALL OF US, BUT ALSD

SUSTAINED THE INSTITUTION,
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HOSPITAL TRUSTEES ALWAYS UNDERSTAND PROBLEMS OF MA

;

THE BUILDING AND SERVICING OF DEBTS, BUT THEY IO NOT ALWAYS SHOM
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THE SAME DEPTH OF UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE



| Tata SR Vgl I TT
°K 400D UNDERSTOOD 17 ALL.

[N THE NEARLY 35 YEARS [ WAS SURGEON-IN-CHIEF I WAS NEVER
DISAPPOINTED BY HIM WHEN 1 WENT TO HIM TO REQUEST AN EXPENDITURE

OR 4 CHANGE IN POLICY THAT TOUCHED THE LIVES OF CHILDREN.

DICK AND I GO BACK A LONG WAY.

AAW)  OVER THE YEARS 1 ALWAYS FEARED THE DAY WHEN HE WOULD LOSE

INTEREST, AND EE WOULD LEAVE LS.



HIS RESPONSE WAS, "I'LL STAY AS LONG AS ['M HAVING FUN,”

o0, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, FRIENDS OF THE HOSPITAL, RESIDENTS AND

FeLLOWS, MEMBERS OF THE STAFF, ADMINISTRATORS, AND VOLUNTEERS. .

PLEASE KEEP THIS A FUN PLACE FOR DICK WOOD.

THANK YOU
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