5
T

ey

Sebra ry 7, 1947,

Dear Dr. Sawyaers
« The time has come when the Foundatio-m's snrogram in tyohus
control should be reconsidersd . ni defilite voliclies 25t iliched.

Then the iavd tion wag recslved 1 st &e;temﬂer from LG
to get ready to do iy bas ccntrol in dusles under the =zasvlces and 1a the., -
uniform of the LiHC, I roalized in purt the dif?icu]tleb which might be en~
countered. lome of thesoe could hive veen avoidad hod arsrov:] for wetion beon
glven immedi:tely but there were others which could not e foreseen without
much more inform.tion than waos then availaple t as.

tie sturted to work with cowder on Decomber 15 with first
class personiel and some traas:ort.tion but found it imvossible to expand
as rapldly as we wished becuuse of 4 short-.ge of both these items from our
one source of supnly. In addition, there wus not is sight 2t thot time on
amount of insecticide which pormitted thefgorzonization of o real mrss  de-
lousing project. Thase three items, persoanel, troas ort tion and insect-
lcide are the three hottle ceks wnich must e faced in the future.

Zubordinste personnel for acturl dusting over-tiois ecan
of course be easily trained locelly »ut D vis aad I hove srovedto our own
satisfactlon that two on o t2um 1s not enough vhere dhese two £ :ce un emerg—
ency situntlon in which 2ll det. ils have to be hindled individaally. There
is aow a group of Itz 1144 doctors 211 of whoknow the way we work but there
would undoubtedly be COﬂc*ﬂu eble difficulty in traascortiag oersoanel from
one couatry to another in waritime il we should bes culled unon to work in
other countries latsr. Oa the othoer Lavi thare wroe three voung Americuns
who were ia Itoly g:i**q& their medicsl degrees when war ovartook them who
are wellltrzined clioble nmen who might woll be connildered as second striag
men for intera&tiv: 1 wori,

Transyortation and iasecticide con he dismlssed with a
s

word; both are avallicile only through of7icizl sources or with the a'roval
of official sources.

“he bottls necks here werse cleared aaly «fter tyshus be-
gan to show an alarming rote of incresse sad =fter Uonsrsl “ox appenred on

the scene. slthough the UJiitzd St tes of Jmoerica Ty hus Commission took

@

over the direct resy.onsibility for the progrom only on the 3rd of Junuary
1ts infiuence oa the situation mode itself folt Turing the ureceding weel.
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Since J.nnn¥y 3rd, the Tound ti-n grouy has been rest i
sitle oaly for the M.ss Delousing Section but his followed with = graat deal o
of interest the work of the other sections. It may interest you to kinow that
the other sections have hezen 1) C.z2 “indiag, 3{ Coitact Delousing, 3D
Immunization, 4) Out-of-Town (C.ze Pia Coatact Delousing) and
59 Refugee Gections. You will also be intarosted o lnow thit the ~dmine
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istratioa of the differeat ssctiocns is in the hants of J5.TC, A.G and B .
dirsctors. The spirit of eoop:r.oticn between the Ai7Tsreat cactiosns hes heen
excellent.
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I hive relerred to bottle aecks and difficulties above; but
on the other side of the ledrzr is the recent demonstration here that o
pidly risipg epidemlc curve ¢ .o be “hﬁc”md =1t the hegiining of the us-
nal esldendd sesson more rauvidly ! 5 nq*ﬁcipnfbi. After the sonson
is over we should be zhle to suy somet wbout the dur.tion of the
smouldey;,g focl.

ag I iood b.ck on the [ield work of 1 st yesr 1t seem. to me
that the two outstaading polints 2re thne &emﬁzﬁtru,iua thzt clothing cun

be successfully »ondﬂwwu without resmoving it from 1ts werrer snd the ils-
covery tinut large QJTCéAbig‘u of the eatire .opul tion of o distriet will

come to De lous&dg 3t .tioas for dusting. It raou as -~ surprlse wo
some of us to learn thet Bgyostiins, Arubs and den) ns do not like
being lousy and will make wn effort to get rid of thelr narasites I glven
the opportuiity to Jdo so. 07 course the arge is greaxter when tyrhus 1s
threatening but the purasites themselves scem to be sufficient reusen for
many peorle to go out of thelr Wuy to get vowdered. (Oncof our cerious
sroblems hers has veen to provent the theft of the rowder to ueet the de-
mznd of the black market »hera it r“tcd ~ high quotation.)

! of blocking e idenmic ty*hﬁs
the guestion nu uurwlly mast
ts of the agencies which ire

snd so with «n easy and re 1d me
not only avaeilabie but proven in the [lall
be faced of how best to coordin te the &7
interested in th;s field.of ~ctivity.

The MG ‘u%%urlti@; seet to assame the res onslbility for ty-
shus coatrol in this are:n ag‘i; “in the ne.r Tuture. Lt. Col. WeC,willinms,
vreviously state director of health for Teanessce, Is to be the overalll
director of the project. Colil., Wiiliams has regussted that the Foundation
group contiiue its ucthltlts here.
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I have discussed the lorger asoects of the sroblem of ty hus con-
trol with Geaeral Fox snd am writing this letter 1o hﬂgug to your attentlon
some o the polats rolsed., It ssoems thot the JUALC has been ﬂiv*ﬁ the re-
cters »ut will expecet

soonsibility of tycshas control i1a active ﬁ*lkt .g tﬂw

e =
to tura over thls res cnglsl ¥ civiliag pieies s soon ws possible.
Under these circumstumenzs it is a motler of Cdﬂul*ﬂ te the J2 7'C to snow
what prepurations ore being mude by othe nle agencieés to assume
thils rss oasan~hty. Ceneral Fox hies als “tention to the possi-

bility of im.ortuat ty hus provlems in reg
conveniently o;erwne. He hus raised the cue a3 to how [ar the RI

is williag to go in Bptt,nb reaﬂy to oser.te w2 1l orge o scole as may
be necessary. This of course forces the issue of = genercl wcrking GETea-—
ment with AAG, UdR:, the War Depna rtm@zt and ooss2ibly the Red Cross.

vhere the J221C might not
ol
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nema wulum af Feb. 5 to Col.

I shall talk further with Col. 7Vil.iums bhefore m:iking recommend-
ations for zdditional personanel in this ,ieli since srraingements must De
made for their troas ortotion thither.
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raly yours,

fred L. Cover.



