
Dr. Hide0 gakayama 
Department of Microbiology 
Yamanrchi Medical School 
Ube,Yamaguch.i-Ken 
Japan 

D ear Dr. hakayama: 

'&a~& you for your letter of November 23. 1 hop that 
table 2 of the paper to which you refer was not r,isleading. 
ikz are no longer using vitamin K in any searches for 
mutants. 1 agree that many strains of &acherichia coli 
will be inhibited by the recommended concentration xhe 
Vitamin. TM.S was merely a guess as to proba%le levels 
based on experience of other workers. so far as f knw 
there have been no vitamin g requiring mutants of g. c&I& 
reported by any investigative period. It is by no means 
likely that this vitamin is an essential metabolizer for 
this particular bacterium. However, 1 am sure that you 
are aware of studies on Johne’s bacillus which has a re- 
quirement for related substances. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 


