April 2, 1947.
Dr. P. Lipmann
Massachusetts Genersl Hospital,
Beston, Massachusetts,
Dear Dr. Lipmann-

In the course oI bi@chemica1~genetioalé with E., celi, a mutant of
this bacterium has appeared which seems to be blocked in its carben
metaboelism, apparently at the stage: pyruvate = acetate + GG, + Hy.

It preduces acid but no gas frem glucose; does not dissimllate pyruvate
(although it can be used as a carben source) anu cannot utilize

acetate as the sul. Luurce of carbon for growth. Both the wild type

and the mutant will decempose formute,

Our work with this mutant is still in its earliest stuges, and I
would hesigsate 1.- bring it te your attention sxcept for the fauct that
I hope te be in Boston this Saturday afternoon, snd weuld like to take
advantage of the epportunity te dlscuss 1t with you. There 18, unfor-
tunately not enough time for a reply, tut I hope t¢ be able te phone
you frem the airport in Boston, where I shall be making =« step on Friday
afternoon,If a meeting Saturdey uftexnoon is pocssible, I shoull be grat#e
ful if you could accomedate.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg.



