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Thank you for ymr intsreeting letter of the 10th. T am of 
coume dalightsd to continue mr exchange of publications. 

For the past couple of months, the emphasis of my cytological 
work has been on single cell studies with living rajterieal. f: am 
just abut getting ready to go baok to work on fixed and stained mat- 
eriale . You will recall ny professed disinterest in detailed studies 
of the nuclear cytmlogy of our m.terial, except insofar as this will 
be urnvoidable. I am also mmging to begin a study of lyso~n5.c 
induction in various strains in comect?ton with the mchanism of trans- 
duction bg phage, 

1 was struck by ycmr remark ong, coli C, 1 had heard the same 
account from ?M.gle and I.&b, but a str~l.abelled C that we hnd fog- 
mrly received from ~higle does not show such anomalous behavior in 
my hands and withmpmethoda, l~iould you be kind enough to send IS a 
transplant of your stm& C on which your cytoloF_tical studies have 5een 
made? If I continue ta fail to find any peculiarity of tb kind you 
mention, i will. of course be happy to exchaqs slides or ot-h2r m;.ter- 
fale to attempt to resolve the basis of the difference, 

You asked about my difficulties with the pIi of the: stain. I 
simply found tit when I made up the stain in buffer suL".%cientljr con- 
centrated to control the pR that staining at pM7 was extremely slow 
and weak. This difficulty was mitigated either by ospittirq buffer a- 
by contro~?ir@ the fdI at around 5.1 with pOta8siW @OS~hat&? r?-lo. 
It maybe that some of my dtifieuftles were traceable to other effects 
of solution strongly buffeti at 7, 

I waz~ intirest%d to hear of the initiation of your new rC:anadian 
Jcmrnal of Nicrobiolo~. I hope that as tim goe8 on, it will be 
possUAe for this jourml to establish a particulm area of q-mciali- 
ltation that wfll @.ve it a character distinctive from that of th8 
Journal of 3acterLology, as&de from its geographic designation. There 
is certainly a basfs for dismtisfaction with the overlong backlog of 
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the Journal of !3acteriology, but my own feeling, which I hope wil3 
not be too strongly expressed aa Editor, is that this could be 
xltigated with more camf'ul editorial selection and with more at- 
tention on the part of writera to economy of expression. Judging frm 
some of the manuscripts that have come to me, I am not sure that in 
this country at least there is much need for further access to publi- 
cation in this field. This~aa,ybe somewhat too jamdiced aview. 

Your8 sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 


