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W e cannot begin to dream deep understanding of the
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man. carries the dirtiest abun-\
precautions, these are expen- might be’overtumed by next dance of microbes.
sive and difficult; t there will year, and again after that.
Mission policy might hope!
be constant pressure to relax
them to the lowest acceptadirect contact with the space
ble level. However, the cau. would be to seal this issue suited
but would a.
‘.tion to avoid contamination. for time wmnore by aw ac- mannedastronaut,
&&on
be dhd.,
has been acknowledged as in- . tiOn we blunder into!
The lowed an omergemy landings
i ternational policy in the re- danger is that a single spore at the cost of a life? Serious!
cent treaty on principles of from earth could dominate discussion. of mannd visits:
; space exploration.
~~en~uo~~o~f~~“,~~~~~p~~~ to the planets is therefore
Tpe treaty lays d O W A no
predicated on discountingi
..+
/technical details. It does CL.
the contamination risk to
Had we exhausted’the re- those celestial bodies.
‘have the effect, however, of
;
: ensuring international scruti- connaissance of the planet
It also ignores the .remote;
ny of the policies adopted by from a safe distance, we $2
atill irrefutable-pos&(
‘-each country, -which should might then want to hasten
of
back - con&;
: be some leverage ln favor of the landing probes like those tknination of ke earth from!
, conservationist principles.
now being discussed for Ex=., them. To justify. such a re-’
ln 1971. sponsibllity calls for ‘a
The problem. is ,how to as- tended Mariner
sess the need for ‘and the However, Mariner IV gave us
means to achieve decon- only our first close glimpse,
tamlnatlon in the face of a and we Qnlght get &other in
near. vacuum of insight into a Mariner rerun in. 196Q.
Ieither
the’physics $, a planet Present planar calI &r
the
..,

By Joshua Ledetbehg

tary traffic S&npd I

