April 16, 1952

Dr. I. N. Asheshov
New York Botaniecal Cardsn
Bronx Park, New York 58, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Asheshov:

I have your lestter of the i4th. TYour position with regard tc
the distribution of your antibiotics is guite understandabls,

e vwill be very happy to send you W-1485 {our best indieator
for lambda), and ives lmmedlate paront, the lysogenic K-12 stirain.

Fortunately, Mr. Norton Zinder will be visiting New York next
wesk. Mr., Zinder is just now compléting nis Ph.D. disssriation on
genetic exchange in Salmonella typhimurium. This hus turned out to
be very much a phage problem, and he shares my interest in therapy.
I have askednhim to tery to arrange aa appolintioant with you, which he
would be gredtly interested to do. He will try to telsphons you
when he arrives in New York, Priday, April 25. II would appreciate
ity courdésies you extend to him. In additiocn to his own immediate
problem, he is alsc cognlzant of the work irs., Lederberg and I are
dolng with 7. coll, and I am sure ha c¢ould razise the same juestions
and report your remarks as if I were able to join you in perscn.

Hr, Zinder will also transmlt the cultures. The best method of
securing high titer lambda i8 by ¢V "induction” {«fter lwoff) of
the lysogenic bacteria; it can also be growa on the sensitive, from
direct filtrates of K-12. in the usual way.

To anawer your final questiocn, we are desply involved now in these
two systems (E. coli and 3almoneila). I would hesitate to contemplate
taking on still another system, for the present, even for this very
interest question of lysogenic therapy. This means, I suppose, that
we will have to depend on lueck that some of your agents act oh our
phages. i

I must confess to only a vugue apprehension of your recent studies
with antiviroties. Can you refer me to any publications as yet?

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg




