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Department of Genetics, University of Wisconsin
Madison 6p Wis.

Dec. 14, 1951

Dear Alain:

We are really very sorry to have to report this to you, but we
could not locate a copy of the Collaér's issue that you asked for.
Khat makes it worse is that Roger Stanier had left one with us, and
we read it. We did not remember throwing it out, but it must have
besen included with trash just before we received your lsetter.

From what me can gather from comment in various places, this
issue and 1lts importance have bean greatly exaggerated, sspecially
in France.The whole scheme was a publicity stunt that reflects noone's
cplniones, not even the editors of the magzzine. The worst thing about
it, of course, was the impiication that aithough there might ba a few
mincr incidnets such as the atomic destruction of New Yoa"ic, Washington
and some other citles, that the West would be bound to win without a

reat deal of irouble. The lurid art-work was probably much worse than
the storiass thesmelves, albhougn sous of thes sound llke a Hollywood
scepario with a hanpy ending. Colliers justifies itself by insisting
that, liks the American people, they do uot wani war-- bu® they are

Just silly tc suggest that such nonsense like this 1s goine to scare
Russia out of starting anything. 1 am sorey to learn that &t has succesed
ir frightening Furope, butbthere just isa't that much %o it.

I hore that you can convey tc your friénhds that o lot of nonsense is
godng to be coming cut of this country il antlieipation of the 1952
presidential elections. It would be a mistake tc take much of it too
gerionsly, =lthough there probably will, of course, be some alterations
in th> dirsction of our foreign policy if the Hepublicans take over.

Tery likely they are exerting as auch of an influsnce now, in a negative
w2y, as they would be able to do if they were actuzlly in the position

of facing the world of facts as ac Adwinditzatics, »uther than an Opposition.
Since you are working so close to SHAFL, I suppose you zre going to be

asked toc vhether you think Eisenhower will run. Bveryone here is convinced
that he will, unless Taft looks to he unbeatdle. It ie an open question
whether he could take tiie nomination awey fron Taft, but the convention
might be deadlocked between them., As tlume gous on, the giamor of Eisen~
howeyaw sasems to diaminish.

The books you asked for will be sent as socn as yxXx I can get them.
Do you think you could find = copy of a nsw book by Catcheside-— a textbook
of microbicl genetlws? It has been published by Cambridge University Press,
but no copies have been sean hers. Esther and I would alsc be interested
in some current French literaturs in paper-back sditions, if you can think
of anything that would be interssthéing. Unfortumately, there is very little
comparable in American publication, but if anything would mset your fancy
let us know. Can you get Americam 25-cent “pocket-books' in Faris?

Why don't you write in Frencli: your English is good enough that you
need no more practise, and if you're not careful, we msy adopt your
tongue.
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I am especially glad to hear you have made beﬁﬁéf‘WOrking arrangements
Ackerknecht—- whom I finally got to meet for the first time recently-
told me much the same thing.

Sincerely

— andethis means. of courea. Fathan oo mall s




