
Dear Dean Sakaguohi: 

Thank you for your letter of December 28. ?&ed~leaa to say, I am 
honored at your Snvitstion, but regret that my duties hers ~~&ke fit im- 
possible to consider such an extended leave at the present time. I am 
POETY also that y3u.r dsadli.nc of J3.nu~r.y 15 mada it irr.praatSoal for 
me to naks any extensive lnquW.sa of my colleagues at other fnetitu- 
tlam $?n time few 2 r3pT.y, 

The other recipients Indicated in your letter are among the outstan- 
d%ng fi,aures In rn?lwob' .Aclogy and genetics in this counQy: I hope your 
carra~ym~snm v?.th thsm ws,l ? be r?cre p?offtable PIha- r?j.ne. However 9 
if it 5,s not, end you have r~ore tSma to pureae thl,e mttsr than the 
ln+arvel to January 15, may I suzgeet. that you send ini@.riea to some 
s.cMStionn? rseeawh warkerfl whom I can recmmnd to you? 4,~cluding: 

Dr. S. E. Luria Dr. T. 3. Somehorn Dr, F. J. Ryan 
Dept. Bacteriolo/~ Dept. zoo1.ogy Dept. Zoo!.o@ 
University of Illinois Indiana Univsrsity 
Urbana Illinois 

Dolm'Jia UniverEsity 
Bloomington9 Indiana Tq8W Y3l’k 27 1 ;$.y. 

Dr. Ryan, in pert1cuf.;ir2 hao betimaa spoken to me of hin intarest 
in vinltlng the Crient, md ;2% he is able and can be pzrauaded to accept 
your appointment, vould he, f 833 fluret eminently aucceesf~2. Xn your 
aountry5 a@ you must knox batter than I, *Professor X%kkawa at Zsaka is 
iloaslbly in ae close touch with the developent of genetic sc2once in 
AmMoo ae anycm ci1.m 1 elm readily nam, and ho has hod a yJa^rt,?cular 
interest in microbial genetics, Hio co;111sel, ZP not elre.ady :tvailnbTe 
to you: would be of the -utmost value. 

I have shown LhIia letter to a vis:ting invoatigator, ??rofe~[;or S. 
Rubbo Prom Melbourne. He suggests that It might be 8~ profiteble;rld to 
hsve the beat qualified of yam paoplo viait ens or two iabomtoriea 
Sn this 0Xry prior to assuming the chair i3 your inetitut51 For 8 
vieitlng American to accapt the chair te-rporarfly might plaog him in 
the invidious position af influrncing the shoize of his permenen'; 
8UCC086OE. 

Although I em *unable to play an e.sti~~ rols in the furtherance of 
your plam, I wil? bo most interea+dd to hezr how they mntsrisliae, 
and to maintain contact with your Institute through the exchange of 
publications, etc. 

Yours sincerely 

Jo shun Lederberg 
Associate Professor of ~eneties 

,Prd’es6or E. L. Tafxm 
Biology Departmen% 
Staleord IMversity 


