Department of Genstics
Unlversity of Wisconsin
Madison 6, Wie.

January 4, 1953

Dear Dean Sakaguchi:

Thank you for your letter of December 28. Needgless to say, I am
honored st your invitatien, but regret that my duties here make it im-
possible to consider such an extended leave at the present tire. I am
sorry 2139 that your desdline of January 15 wade it imprecticsl for
18 to make any oxtensive inguirlies of my colleagues at other institu-
tiong f£in time for a reply.

I 37 cleassd 4o learn of the =2stahlis'ment of yowr Institute of
Micreblology, and of 4he role that rierohinl genetize will »lay in
e All suceesz to youl

The other recipients indicated in your letter ars among the outstan-
ding figures in microbiclogy and geneties in this countyy: I hope your
corresrondsnce with them will he more profitable than rine. However,
if 1t s not, 2nd rou have more time to pursme this matiar than the
intervel to January 15, may I sugzgest that you send inquiries 4o some
edditlonal raseerch werkers whom I can recormend to you, inciuding:

Dr. S. E. luria Pr. Te Y. Sonneborn Dr. '+ J+ Ryan
Dapt. Bacteriology Depts Zoology Dept. Zoolofy
University of Illinois Indiana University Columbia University
Urbana Illinois Bloomington, Indiana New York 27, if.Y.

Dr. Ryan, in partieulsr; has heitimae spoken 40 me of hia interest
in visiting the COrient, and 4% he i3 able and can be parsuaded 4o accept
your appolntment, would bs, I am sure, eminently successful. In your
couniry, as you must know betier than I, Profeasor Xikkawa at Daaka is
posslibly in as close touch with the dewnlopment of genetic science in
America as anyone olse I can readily name, and he has had a particular
interest in microblal genetica. Hia counsel, if not already availabls
to you., would he of the utmost wvalue.

I have shown this letter 4o a visiting invostipgater, Prefescor S.
Rubbe from Mslbourne. He suggeste that 1t might be as profitablefd to
have the bhest qualified of your psople visit ons or 4wo laboratories
in this country pricr %o assuming the chair in your instituts. For a
visiting American Yo accept the chair temporarily might place him in
the invidious position of influencing the sheize of his permanent
SUCCeBssON .

Although I am unable tc play an active rols in the furtherance of
your plans; I will bo most interested to hear how they materialize,
and to maintain contact with your Institute through the exchange of
publications, etce

'2}112}*’ Tours sincerely

Joshua lederberg
Assoclate Professor of Genetics

Professor E. L. Tatum
Biology Department
Stanford Unlversity



