
December 17, 1939 

Dr. Warren Johnson 
Advisory Committea 
U.S. Atomic Energy CommIsslon 
1717 H Street NW 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Johnson: 

Professor Puck from the Unlvsrslty of Colorado Hadlcal Center 
has indicated that it might not be amiss for me to commant on 
Leo Stllard’s contrIbutIonsto biology In connection with hls 
qua1 if fcatlons for a Fermi Award. Clearly these should not serve 
as the primary justlflcatfon for this particular award which should 
be earned by his well known contributions to the development of 
atomic energy. Nor, regardless of the distress which news of 
Szilard’s current illness brings to his friends and colleagues 
should this be a weighty factor for the committee except insofar 
as it influences their judgment on the tfmlng of an otherwise 
well-earned recognition. 

On tha other hand, Szllard’s ldaallsm and unstlnttng devotlon 
to tha cause of world peace, to which he has glven so much of his 
time and effort since the war, cannot be overlooked. 

In bIologica research, Szllard’s influence has been manlfest 
less in his personal pub1 icatlons than In his impact on other workers 
In the fields of blophyslcs, genetics, and molecular blology. His 
questionfng was often naive but Ipso facto might reawaken sceptlclsm 
about cherfshsd conclusions. His experImenta work was mainly done 
In collaboration with Dr. Aaron Novlck and lncludad outstanding 
contributions in tha study of photo reversal of ultravlotet damage, 
phenotyplc mlxlng In bacteriophage, and the quantitative analysis 
of bactarlal growth and mutation In the chamostat. From the last 
named work cama tha dIscovery of the antl mutagenic effect of Purina 
rlbosldas, a dlseovary which has not Fbaerr widely exploited but 
I pradlct will have enormous consequancas for the population genetics 
of tha human spsclas. Ona of Szilard’s most slgnlflcant contributions 
to bfology has bean, of course, Dr. hkvlck hlmsalf. 
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If Stllard’s basic contributions to nucleuw physics meet, as 
I am assured they d+ the most exacting crfterla of scientific 
excellence his more recent work both In science and In policy 
combine to support the outstanding merit of a Fermi Award to 
Leo Szl lard. 

Yours s I racers1 y, 

Joshua Ledwbwg 
Professor of Gano t I cs 


