December 19, 1960

Dr. Frederick V. Appel REF: E=3978
Executive Secretary

Allergy and Immunology Study Section

Division of Research Grants

Public Health Service

Bethesda 14, Maryland

Dear Doctor Appel:

s . “T:\\.
I would give strong support to Dr Talmage';/applicatlon. The program
that he has set out is qulte similar t —objéctives that a number of other

investigators have addressed themselves to = as Talmage has polnted out -
but he Is at least as likely as anyone else to make Important advances.

He has an excellent background of experlmental work and theoretical insight.
The approach that he has In mind is & direct one and, In a sltuatlon where
so many parameters have still to be discovered on a purely empirical basis,
he might find the indlspensable key. Even §f he does not, | am confldent
that his work will be productive and useful.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetlcs



