September 17, 1953

Dear Tracy:

Thank you for your cordial nots. I am nc less opposed to such awards
(in peinciple) than ever, but suppose it wouldy/impoo\r taste now %o be
outapoken on the subject.

Don't be too hard on Dave: while it would not so m\ out of character
for him to omit to let you know of his pland think I can quote some jus-
tification for him. It is not many weeks that"his own pl were fixed
(I think he made a definite comment about _August :
at this time; and finally, he was under—the {mpr
Furope or would be till just abou/x,’ /60w.

[
end of Augu

Dave's appointment expired th
for the month, of course,
He actually left Madion ack for a few days last week.
He did not finish the repor have done long before. All
in all, his stay here was, I 8uppose, a disappointment especially as we are

and respect his undoubted intellectual abili-
ties. I really won't be valyate the research he did until I get his
report-- this is a toke atk’ of communication we have had with him,
So I don't know how his|fundumeatal project, on the E. coli immunogenstiecs,
has panned Qut. Quite p, is was too difficult an enterprise, as the
serology of' this organism otoriously difficult. Dave did make one very
useful disco » that passing tixux certain F+ strains through very soft
agar, select motility, often makes theses strains F-. The
mechanism of thlg effect is quite obscure: it may have something to do with
keeping thembacterla growing in relative isclation from each other at fairly
high rates. In experiment, several days' cultivation in the chemostat had
the same effect e motility has nothing directly to do with it, Ve really
8o not yet have enough of the fundamental facts to be able to speculate very
sensibly. I don't know whether Dave will be in a favorable position to con-
time this atudy; if he does not, we doubtless will.

; we would have extended this
r condition to do any work.

In Dave's place, we have recruited a Dr. Aleck Bernstein, an {.D. and
Dipl. Bact. (London) from England, officially as a project associate and
candidape for a Ph.D. 1n genetics. He 1s an accomplished sercvloglst and
medical bacteriologist, and has had some considerable experience in the
serclogy of F. ccli. He 1s already at work on test-crosses of the medically
important E. coll serotypes (055:B4 and 0111:B5)

I am not very well-informed on Dave's positlon at Cold Spring Harbor.
I had written to Demerec about him, in rather general terms, and suggesting
that he also write to you if he wished. Bryson replied to this letter, offering



a position under his Armg contract. I had mentloned some work that
Dave had done here on streptomycin resistance, and suppeé¢t that the
contract will be concerned mostly with drug-resistance. But I don't
know any detaiis. The job offered a reasonably good salary and, though
I think Dave would have done much better in an academic position with
some teaching in genetics or zoology, he had very little choice other
than to take this one, But it will be on a year-te-year basis, and he
will no doubt be available for next year.

Tracy, I want to be sure that you underatand that I do not hold you
responsible for the negativeaaspects of this business. You gave us a
very fair evaluation of him. I am sorry we could not do better; in
a way we were so charmed that it was difficult 4G focls on the short-
comings. The intellectdal climaste at Cold S “may be more
congenial yo Dave's temperament: I hope 0. I am sure he
will bring them a good portion of viewpoint bf the kind

.d critici

they well need.

I am beginning to trouble my conscisnce. again»aboaf//ir book, 4s I
promised, I have refused to considi othér-éqconaary”ﬁriting commitments
and during the summer, I pretty ﬁggi cleare Qhe slate of accumuldded
responsibilities along these liQas. If I re 3x a few more weeks or months,
I expect I may be quite eager ‘actually get !down to work. What are your
feelings about the matter these had a single finished chapter,
to follow your example.

again at greater length?
at Indianapolis about 6
trip to Bloomington, by
the Indiana SAB and Acadl chmond, 1t came to toommuch and I asked

for a raincheck. We hav ved into a new house, and if you could ever

be induced\t\\visit Madison we would lock forward to repaying your own genarous

hospitality. \\ h;:::::::7
\

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



