December 13, 1957

Dr, Geuffrsy H, Bsalas
Institute of Animal Genetics
Uriversity of Zdirdurgh

Bamb® g
SCOSLANE

Dear Ceoffroy:

1 ax very plessed to lea¥n of the progrems that Bishop has been
makirg 4n his resserch progren with you, Ke will have to meke up his
owrn »dnd wilh vegerd Yo the poetronement of hile iysvel Lo Madieon,
Powever, hae ghould sive carefu] welsht to the follewiny considerstionss

For my own part, the delsy will net be a uajor insonvenionos nlw
though I would, of course, prrefer to adhere to an already agreed upon
schedule, Further deley would simply proleng the time befure Sishep
sould compleote him dectoral training end embark or his oen independent
resonrch aciivity., I am sorry Lo have had to impome the postponennsut
that wes already necessary on sagcount of my trdp to Austrelds, If his
work with you is of suffi~isnt inmportance, I would sugomet that both
ol you give thought to the poesibility o his completing these studies
for his doctorate work at Rdinburgh andé postpone his travel to the
United States until he could qualify as e postedoctoral fellew, Of
course, this has so many ranifiecsiions thet I could not commont on the
over all wiedon of such a change ef plans, On the other hand, next
senester promises to be & most probitious time for Jighop to begin his
work, My tesching schedule hag beern elisred sc that =y ecursge in
bacterisl geretics will he given during the spring and this would lay
e useful ground work for Bishop's research immediately. In addition,
in conneetion with e rather intensive program thet we have been btuilde
ing up to, we are hoping to have Cavelli with us for mueh of the spring
ssnester and this is an edditione] centaet which could not hut be most
valusble for Bishop, Finally it =ight be necessary for me to uzeke soms
rearrangenents on 8 specifie research problem which I have hed in mind

for Bishop and 1 have some extremely interssting rossibilities on the
bocks at the pressnt tine,

1 have to add that we will be undertaking some changes in our
laboratory quarters toward the end of 1955 or early 1959, The simplest
course, for Dishop to postpone his visit until after these changes are
made, would be too drastic a proposal, sxcept in cornection with ny
comment of the previous paragraph, Pailing that, the nex$ best thing
thing would be for Bishop to be sufficlently well entrenched in hie
laboratery progrun that the distrection to he of the woving operation
will net be fatal to Bishopts work, Y would 1ike to mention also that
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we are going to have a symposium here in Madison on the role of genotics
4n medical resesrch, which Bishop would I think find quite instructive,
(This affair I must adé will be directed primarily et mediocnl people).

As 1 will be plemning myself to be away for &t lemst a month next
summer, to vigit the Internatiomnl Microbiolegy Congress at Stockhelnm
&.aeng olher things, i Bishop must postpone, then I suggest he plan teo
grrive in sid=ioptember,

17 he wishes to andhere 4o our present plan, we will be happy to
gee him at sny time, commencing immediately, prior 4o the begimning of
the spring somester on February 1, We ean arranges for his appointment
to begin on the date of his arrival,

I know you will inluri ue as %o his declsion at the earlisst
genvelencs,

¥ith 2all best rogards,

Yours sincerely,

Jeshue Lederberg
Profeanor of Medical Qenetice

Ji/ew




