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Dear Dr. Lederberg, *  
I 

. 
I am sorry you did not hear from  m e sinee I 

had your strains; but the only thing I could do at that tim e was, 

as I wrote you then, to test whether they were still alWe. 

Only since the beginning of February $ould 

start som e work,and that has allowed m e to see that they do 

behave #as expected also undd.- the other Taints of view. A M this 

very first ster, of my  work I have but little to tell you; but 

I should like to ask you som e susyestions. 

l?: the frequency of recom bination in 
4 ,- 

the three experim ents I have m ade was rather constantly A0 . 

pro&otrophs per cell of each or m e two strains. I XX II following 

rather closely the technique you give in your l@@! paper &  

Genetics, except that my  c:Atures are unshaken,and I m m  n&t 

using so far the trace elem ent solution. Do you get consisten- 

tly higher frequencies t&n that,and did you find recently 

any m ears of incaeasi-ng considerably the frequency of recom bi- 

nation or m ating ? I dc/nbt like to use the UV technique 2ropo- 

sed by S tone and others hecause it m ight affect crossing-ever. 

2+: I am not com pletely s$&isfied bitin 

the EKB technique of scoring for lactose ferm entation. The . 

difference between W  583 qnd 58-161 seems m ore one of tim e 

of ferm entotion,and at any rate 58-161 seems a poor ferm enter 

by that tech.ique,in com parison with coli B  . 
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I did not test so far the other sugars for lack of reliable e~prs;r 

Tl,but to T as we&l . I must test T 
-c ‘. 

however,before maLAng a defini- 
.5 . . . 

te statement,because it is a rather old strain of virus, But you pro- 
._ I_ . . 

bably know more about it. c .- .. 
Q+: I aA marking at 30' C. as you suggest, 

‘. 

but I .-m feeling rather nosta-gic about the usual 37'C. Is there an:r _ I . I_.- 
special reason for working at 30" ? ,"(.. .? t,. ,. 

j 
' .Ky'>lan::is .essentially to secure ne:I< biochemical mutants in 

these stocks,and to study.the gattern of virus resistance of co11 

'T want to htive a fair sam$le'of genes over all the chromosome(s3 ',K-12 . ;- .- 
length. _, .' .! : 

I .should be very interested to know more about your dizloid 

strains.' ,md,.I wish-to take this o$?o-:tunity to ask you a reprint 
of 

of your--very good .review~Wicrobial genetics", 

,,With best thanks, 

Yours sincerely 
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