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~ Dear Dr. Lederberg,

I am sorry you did not hear from me sinee I
had your strains; but the only thing I cculd do at that timé was,
- as I wrote you then, to test whether they were still alive.

Only since the beginning of Fsbruary ;éould
start some wdrk,and that has allowed me to see that they do
behave .as expected also unddr the other points of view. At%this '
very first sten of my work I have but little to tell you; tut
I should like to ask you some suggestiohs.

1): the fregiency of récombination in .
the three experiments I have made was rather constantly ‘IO-'8
prototrovhs ver cell of each o khe two strains. I mm folloﬁing
rather closely the technioue you give in your 1$&Z paper 5n
Genetics, except that my cultures are unshaken,and I mm nat
using so far the trace element solution. Do you get consisten-
tly higher frecuencies than that,and did you find recently
any means of inceeasing considerably the freguenc¥ of recombi-
nation or mating ¢ I dqbat like to use the UV technique propo=
sed by Stone and others hecause it might affect cpossing-ever.

9d: I am not completély sttisfied with
the EMB techniqﬁe of scoring for lactose fermentation. The
difference between W 5383 gnd 58-161 seems more one of time
of fermentation,and at any reate 58=-161 seems a poor fermenter

by thst technique,in comparison with coli B .
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I did not test so far the other sugars for lack of reliable eugarss
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. 3): W B83 seems resistant not only to

Tq,but to %5 as wegl . T must test T5 however,before ma:zing a defini-

.te statement because it is a ratner old str 1n of v1rus, But you pro-
bably know morehabout 1t |

o . .> EQ I am Worklna at 30 c. as yeu suggest,
but I m feellnc ratheﬂ nosta_glc about the usua7 37°C. Is there any

soec‘al reason for Worﬁlng at 30 ?

" My ‘plan.is essentially to secure new biochemical mutants in

these stocks,and to study .the pattern of virus resistance of coli

.

TK-12 . 'I want to heve a fair samnlé of genes over all the chromosome (s}

length, L
I should be very interested to know more about your dinloid
strains. Ahd T wish to take this opportunity to ask you a reprint -
of your~§ery good.review0£M1crob1algenetlcs".
“WWith best thanks,
“Yours sihcerely

, Lo T




