
Sept. 29, 1962 
Lowell Q-22 
Ha- College 
Cambridge 78, ~88s. 

Professor Joshua Lederberg 
Department of Genetics 
Stanford Uhiversity School of Medicine 
Palo Alto, California 

Dear Professor Lsderberg, 
I am interested in doing graduate work in molecular biology and genetics 

toward the'PhD degree; :Dr. Sol Spiegelman, who is acquainted with my qualifi- 
cations and ability, suggested that I write to you, and to Professor Kornberg, 
to t!hom I am sending a similar letter. 

I would like to know more about your program for graduate study and 
research, and about the availability of traineeships or fellowships. I would 
like also to know if I am correct in assumi:g that Medical College Admission 
Tests are not required of aandidltea:for ‘degrees -bthsr'than'MX Could you 
please have application forms for admission and financial aid sent to me? 

My particular interest lies in the study of the genetic control of cell 
function, 5ut I recognise the importance of obtaining a backgromd in a xriety 
of areas of modern biological research, such as I believe Stanford could 
provide. 

I am an honors major in 3iQchemicsl Sciences and have xminteined a better 
than B average in zy courses at i?arvard. The largest number 9' err major 
courses have been in chemistry and I have taken more tithematics than is 
usual. 1 am wor!dng on a senior honors thesis dealing with the lyz?ogenic 
conversion of Corynebacterium diptheria;, with Professor 8. 51. Pappenhcimer. 

If you feel that my interests and preparation are appropriate, I would 
like very zuch to work uzzden. either you or Professor Kornberg. If this is 
not possible, I would welcome your suggestions. 

. 
Very truly yours, 

W. Ford Doolittle 


