
August 15, 1959 

Dr. Otto H. Frankei 
Division of Plant Industry 
Box 109, city 
Canberr8, A. C. f. 
Austrai la 

Dear Otto: 

I hrve Just had a note from Bob Wright which mentIoned that he had 
been discussing with you the possibility of moving tc ‘anberra. I gather 
this was not entirety settled at the time he wrote but I was so delighted 
to hear of this turn of events that I could not resist sending off this 
letter. I think it is true that Bob had had the typical Australian’s 
myopic view of Canberra and that this rather than any well reasoned 
Judgment had sent him to Melbourne when he first returned to Australia. 
I hope you can forgive him this lapse of judgment and I am sure myself 
that he would find yourr dtvision a stimulating and exciting place to 
work. For everybody’s benefit I hope this does work out now and it would 
compensate for my dlsappointment at his previous choice. 

I don’t know how we11 informed you may have been about the details 
of our move to Stanford. Suffice it to say that we are now pretty well 
settled here and find thls campus very much to our liking. We ore working 
very closely with the Biochemistry Department here, which under Kornberg 
is very sharply focused on questions of DNA chemistry and physioiogicai 
genet Its. Our principle research activity remains still on the recombination 
mechanisms of E. coil. -- However, Gus Nossai from the Hail Institute in 
Melbourne is arriving next week and we hope to renew our previous coilaboration 
on problems of antibody formation during his tenure of a one or two year 
Postdoctoral Fe1 iowship. The other work in the department, which is still 
being organized, will concentrate Rlalniy on cellular genetics in tissue 
culture and in trenspiantation probably in inbred strains of mice. There 
should be some work on cl 1nIcai genetics but probably this will mainly be 
In the cl Inlcal departments, for example Pediatrics and Medicine. 

I imagine you must pass through San Francisco Airport some time or 
other on your occasional travels and when you do I hope you will tske 
the opportunity of getting In touch with us. My telephone number Is 
DAvenport i-1200 extension 3053. 

WE th best regards, 

Joshua Lederberg 

P.S. Are you 8cqu8inted with a pub1 lcation cal led “Current Contents?” 
I f not, I have to send you a copy. This consists slmpiy of printed 
copies of the tebies of contents of a wide range of current journals 
mainly In the fields of Biology, Biochemistry rnd Hedictne. it comes 
out every week and is really quite up-to-drte, in rmsny c8ses the tables 
are available even before publication. I was quite concerned whl ie I 
was In Australie with the deioy your people have hod In receiving 
scientific informstlon from abroed and an Item like this, especially if 
It could be made avaflabel by air mall, might be moderoteiy useful. 

The pubitsher Is Eugene Garfleid Associ8tes, 1122 Spring Garden Street, 


