
Han. Hubert H. Humphrey 
Senate office duilding 
dashis$m 25, D-i;. 

Gear Senator Humphrey: 

Thank you for your letter of the 6th, soliciting my opinions on our 
health research program, and in particular OR S.G.H. 41 releting to Inter- 
national 'bdical Yesearch. I am happy to have the opportunity to express 
my views, which are of course available for publfc&t?on ~8 you me fir,. 

The National Institutes of Eeaith and their yrogras in qq~cr~~ or research 
in the health sciences are now universaliy relpognized to 21~~ cn i??riis;*>Isable 
role in our national weifare. The administration of tie ;CH h-@~ ri~.~-s ; F;en 
responsive(to a remarkable degree!) to the needs of our scientists, and I would 
he Sappy to recmmend your confident eellance on the NIH in speaking for these 
needs in detail. This is in part &&&m a reflection of the important role 
played by many academic research workers throughout the country in implementing 
the review procedures and policy development of the 3% thr~.gh their partici- 
pation in study sections and advisory councils. 

rrom my experience on such panels, I think it would "38 fast- to conclude that 
existing levels of support essentially suffice to su~i)o~$ .5os% c:f t'~ projects 
zWv m that are submitted to the NIH by scientists throughout the 

however, I do not believe that this should encourage caplacency as 
to the kequacy of financial sgpport of research in the medical eciences. AEunds 
are still not sufficient so as to be readily available for several categories: 
a) to encourage planning for research that owing to needs for elaborate instru- 
mentation and other material facilities may require budgets that are out of 
line with existing norms - I must confess that my own planning is still made 
in a context of relative penury, and this is not necessarily advantageous to 
the most productive development of scientific ideas, b) for projects whose 
merit may be dubious in the light of present knowledge, but sane small frac- 
tion of which might still make so valuable a return as to ccmpensate for the 
risks, c) for projects and integrated programs which involve the bringing to- 
gether of groups of scientists with mutually ccznplementary skills, d) for the 
many new laboratory &Q#&gg that must be constructed to house our expanding 
research program, e) for the training of our future scientists, and also f) 
for adequate support of worthy programs of research in other countries. 

To speak first to f), it is of case obvious that the Pllnerican people will 
benefit equally fran health advances made in other countries as those in the U.: 
Indirectly we are bound to share in the economic prosperity of other nations 
(with many of which we now wisely share some of our wealth); more directly, new 
knowledge and new methods of medical practice are immediately applicable to our 
personal needs, regardless of the nation in wh&ch they originate. Anything we 
can do to Pm encourage medical research anyuhere in the world is an 
investment in our own security, health and happiness. 



These inferences are quite well. broughtoutin the subcumaittee print, 
and I perhaps need not enlarge further on them. However, perhaps there are 
sane who do not fully appreoiate the extent and importance of international 
camnunioetion in science, which la simply part of my daily experience - in 
reading scientific papers which bolster and help define my own laboratory work, 
in my own visits to other laboratories and personal correspondence with scien- 
tists abroad, snd in visits of foriegn students and scientists to my own labor- 
ratory. For example, in my own laboratory at, I have students and 
colleagues from several countries (besides the U.S.) who are making important 
contributions to OUT research progrmn - Australia, Japan, bdia, Great Britain. 
Perhaps T could not do better in underlining this point than to refer to two 
enclosures: (1) acopyofmyaddressof~sat~N~l~~oaJies in 
i~tockholz last .Smx&ber, and 2) a partial list of my past colleagues, which does, 
as ;I'CH;L will see, fiave a coemogolitan flavor. As I did try to say, the Nobel 
h+iae itgelS ias nc meaning umtevw except to exerqlify the worldwide scope 
02 achit3wil%at 13 science And mmlity. 

As you cm already judge fran these remarks, international cooperation 
in medical research has already gone a long way. But it is certainly true that 
iawl; ame CM b dm~? both to FALP gdppar't remarch in other countries, and %O 
i'oster bet-r cantnunication bet&en scientists of divema nationalA.ty. 

As to d&ail8 of pr0cedur9 md 0qrmiZ8tim 1 ~0td.d prefer t0 'ttklrse mm 
deey2.y oonsidered rem&s on the proposals of the NfIi, which will be in closer 
tamh with a&mlnistratim questiCrrm. Tb organimtion of a new Tnsti tute for 
International 'kdiaal &search would have the virtue of dramatising Americ&s 
contributions in this ephere, saci p+ximgs then m * 
buildiang mr~ eonstx-uct~ve support i3 t&m pu?Uo nind both in the 5.i:. and t&rough- 
cut the woru. liowevez, I tlave been ajxmulating in .xy own mind that our icreadth 
of viaion x&h t be demonstmxti even were convinci&.y if WCI simply did not die- 
tlnguieh prcmnisiny research ap@.icati6as on the basis of nationality. The NIE 
already hfb6) 43caw statutory authority to rake pints to workers abroed, t!m@3 it 
has (I believe) exercised I&S wicui; sane diffidence ,3erhaps ovi~g to the lacy of 
an explicit legis.L~ti~r~ 2uindat4. .br9 funds will, of course, be needed If foreign 
applfcetlons are to be tmxmraged. ixistent proeedureq should be abls to acccmo- 
date a subetanlial increase in -62 level of support go& to laboratories else- 
where. If these should, tmdever, reacn A scde even approximating that rlow mmilable 
in the :?.A. cam,i'ul thou&t will have to be given to "tize development of :3eCh&SUlS 
to alLow I'oreign particiya~ion in tile w 02 a~~liiiations. ti T&By do reach 
such a scale, the:\ I ;airJrit ~urgca cons:deriag the use of rr?iti as sn extra-nazianal 
agmcjf for review a.& diabur~mnt , a sc;?eme timtmightmake sane flexible use 
of funde-matchir~g i'or the encouramnt of indigsncrus suppt (A scnezae that should 
by no means ?m obl2yatory for %-airxi.nis~red funds>. :imevxz, f wu*uld +,hink 
offhand that Zarei~ support to 8 levelof$~,oCQ,om WYLlldbe accmodbBsn. uithuut 
deflecting fxf2 presmi; lxc:uric;~~e;-,. 

1 now institute for !kterixAfonol ~'Wical Xeeearzh sckkld ploy rin Lmportant role 
in *&e develment of policy and as u clearing house for 3BW thoughts. t&tle it 
should not play A dtrect role in research project revica;~ (which would 'lead ti spe- 
fit distinctions between daaestfc and foreign science) it COUP still help to 
bring the prognun to the attention of the world~s scientists. It could also 



take responsibilit# for the qeclal probltma of intarnational oaumunication and 
personal exuhange. Rather thmdevalog,auniqueprogsamofgranUand fellowkipe 
I would suggest strsngthsniggaurexisting me, andmakingitdi$ectly available 
tokreign oatxiida$66. The D?Rin&itutemightthenbe calledupon to support the 
additional requiremmts for international exchange. 

3x exmple, my own rtteear6h and gmdUat6 training activities am given Bubstantial 
support by the :?l% d SF. I have,as far a6 possible, wcepted mmiidatee for 
a~sistrmtezipa and studmtshipr who might be paid atlpenda fran these grantr on the 
ba6i8 of Qdivid~ml merit, and this baa resulted in the reoruit&wnt of a substantial 
number of foreignresearchera.Thisbacr aluey6lnvolv6d~ rsamdif- 
ficulsy becmm of mmm& oosts of travel to the Us. The Nkbright program km 
been a trmerxdats bemfit, but :v it has not aluayrr been pomible 
for theag worker8 toMamike u6e of ib- as 8 68parote~rogrrsnthere are problems 
ofu.xxLng and availability of award8. An I% Xnstitutemightperfom a splendid 6er 
viceifitcould prcmptly revieu a?d respond toapplication for mpplamntesy travel 
tmpport for r~aolneee on Ndttsupparted re6wwch progmrne in the t:.G. 

To t&e mother 9xl;kicit example from 19y experience as a hlbright visitor to 
~U6tZd.i.a. '!azqy of my collettg3ma there, espeofelly in biocb6dni8tr-y, taqxeati sane 
6en6e of i6olation and discourageumnt becau6e ourrsnt Amsrican wientific journals 
took asverdlwsek6 ormonth (sic) torstwhthsreby seamUs. &offer tofumi6h 
air transport (perhaps in cooperation with t&e AuatraUan govermnen t) for 6uuh materials 
to the 8 or10principalcentmemightdoa great deal toencourage the uense of 
participation of an able group of dedicated workera in the imediate cm-rents of 
suientific progre68 elermsfiere. 

I have no doubt that the IX3 Institute could mltiply t&me porsaibllitiear maqv 
fold8 itahouldbe given ample authoritytomanage sflexibleprogram. 

I donotbeliewe there are aeriom ob6taeles to rrcroperationamoug scientista, 
8partfrcrmthe~~arrpprdbLemsrelatsdto~~dlffe~seadtxavela~tar. 
Thareis nofhingnatiapzs3.aboutkncrvledgs,nomattervbsro it6dieeovery, and aci- 
entists of all countries are inclined to reapectone another, 6nd to take advantage 
of thair recippocatd riohee. The advent of jstaircrafttravelwillmalce the ocean6 
a slim baxrier indeed,butpre6entpoliciss and fund6 of the HIH donotmake itposr- 
aible to muke full we of these inetruments. 

To anmmr ens of your last queationa, I havs already lliummdti dims of ths gsnsral 
needrr forfurtherdevelopment. Iwuldput6pecialsarghaaie on the 6horWge of funds 
for uonatruation of health research facilities, andhave beenpartieularlyditmppointed 
at the skimpy provision for this, in relation to csxprres;sed aad adarittd needs, in 
thi6ys8r~6ex~tivs budget. Iwould al60 rsfc#t the queaticxa, onae again, of the 
wi6daa of ~~luding~educationfa<rillties,not on&bemuse of th6inherent 
nssds forthea,butalaobemume ~ir~lueionhasw~~~ol?sidsrab3emfechief 
inplanningfor rmearch faclilitie6 thatmighthave related trai.rLing (inCl.u&Q 
rssarsrtzh trainingl) t.lln~tion6. 

Ons mall, and I hope eraily remediable d&a51 that has hind4 the most prcr 
ductima as6ociation of gowwment (e.g. rJI.E or Arq Xediaal i2esear& Center) acientiste 
with acdsmic worker6ha6beenthe severe interpretationof CivilServiceregulations 
CQTao~ngtra~lofg~~t~~ peraarnsl, and th0 u88, e.g., of grant 
fwda topaytravvalco6ts of g~~t~ientistsfolr~saarchcroafershae 
tiona and 6oforthatuniver6itylaboratariee. One ean v&w&tee the potm&sEXY 
thatw have justified suchregulatiom,buttheyatre hardly relevant in this uontext. 

Pours cordially, 

Joehue Leder 
% rg 

Profe66or of. enetics 


