
November 15, 1961 

Dr. Henry Plpltt 
The Devereux Foundat I m 
Devon, Fennsylvania 

Dear Henry: 

1 wers very happy to hew fraa you and berusad that our paths should 
cross again in so unpredictable a fashion. I would suspect that Dr. Hobbs’ 
acquaintanceship with you and ywr work would be the most cffactivs entree 
for consideration by the Kennedy Foundation, but I would, of coursa, be 
ylad to submit my own personal evaluation as well at any appropriate 0ce;asion. 

In that connectton, i would be as deeply concarned about soma matters 
of beslc philosophy and policy as for parsonai and technical qualifications. 
Surely, my own role in this area must be to represent the pertlcipatFwr of 
basic research. in discussions with many members of the panel, I have sensed 
that there may be a sensitive problam in convaylng a full understanding of 
the significance of basis research and the most effective way in which new 
discoveries can be made and put to effective use in such an important prob!@m 
area as manta1 retardation. For example, in the awards program - and 1 have 
agreed to serve on the review comnlttee - 1 would try to show how Leloir’s 
work on the metabolism of gerlsctoso ty yeast, despite its seeming tot81 
irrelevance to the problem o,f mental retardation, has furnished the indlrpensabls 
basis for our understandFng of galactosemia and for the subsequent deveiopnrcne 
of diagnostic mathods for this disease and for its helioration. ff I did 
not feel that the Foundation could be rasponsive to the need for the balanced 
program in such basic as well as in more applied research, 1 could not see 
how I could personally make an effective contribution to the Foundation’s 
prcg ram. It is, of course, very difficult, to spa11 out in advarica the 
spwzSflc findings in baslc medical research that #:?I ie most LMTZ~C~ Ior 14tar 
appl icatior! In manta1 ratardatim. This Is, of course, the trenchant dflemnas 
in the application of research tools t-rds such subtle practical problms. 
in tI:O s arq, perhaps the most that can be accompl i&ad f s to generate an 
cct!vs lnterast and alartneas to opportunfticss tn the attack on mental 
retardation among the professional scimtlfic community and 2) to lend further 
support to those inst; tut!Mls and research groups that are doing the best 
basic work in almost any fiald of sclantiffc research but whose members are 
cami tted to an essential mncern for the human prchlm. 

Rather than try to guess your personal calvict.iCKis with regard ta O:is 
js$ue, 1 would prefer to 8sk you for your own cl-r statement of tham. I da 
not anticlpats that tt wit 1 be easy to steer a proper course that WI 11 raflact 
the concerns I have l xprossed In this latter, as wall as tha hfghly undarrtandablo 
appeals of research dtrectly on retarded children and their cam. 



Mrs. Shrtvar’s address is Edson Lane, RockvIlla, Haryland. 

With bast ragards, 

Yours stnceraly, 

Joshua Lcderbarg 
Pfofossat of Genetics 


