
JlmB 6, 1956 

Dr. ThWa8 L[, RiVWS 
blational Foundation for Infanti&e Paral3si8 
120 Ekoadway 
New York 5, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Rivsraa 

Thank you for pour very oordial letter of June 5. ?&, 0 ‘Connor has made 
a graoioua gesture whose tit&&ma w colleagues and I are bound td appre- 
ciate very Iriwh, Let me add that I was personally very grateful to be able 
fro partioipata in the meeting earlier this year which reviewed Dr. Sabin’s 
material.. 

thhg ths pa8b fcn~ yearn, hmever, I have been nurturing a growing uon- 
vtition that general aoisntifin meetinge have proliferated beyond the point 
of IUUC&RU usefulness. During this year, for example, them will have been 
at least five di9ferent metings at which the genetic fun&ions of mole10 
aaid oompriae a major topio ‘ It is difficult for a scientiLg t to refuse an 
invitaticm to attend euoh a meeting. Apart fropl considerations of prestige 
(and we have to t&nit that even eaientists are not imwm to them), one hate8 
to offeti the offerer, partioular when the tender is in suoh a crordisl spirit, 
ard there is always the temptation of revisiting old friends, perhaps ewn the 
uhanoe to sake new ome and learn new Paots. In reviewing q uorreqondencs 
of the last ysar I find, howevFIr, that despite; having refused awe than half 
the reqaeat8 that I had Moeived, the trips I did make resulted in a serious 
dlmontinuity $.n my umkk in the laboratory. I muld be hard put to say that 
any one of thase tripe was not worth the t&m, but in the aggregate they have 
rrrade rm lees of. a ecientiat if, so-what dubiously, more of an orat>r. 

On the whole, I would suggest that Mr. OVonnor’a gift might conetitute 
an even ay)re pointed gift to auisnue if they oould help find a solution to 
tht probl.ea, to help sclentieta ward off temptation, ati help U-m stay in 
their laboratories for morh work and less talk. I would have made a conspicu- 
ous sx~eption for the Sabin meeting, as it was more in the character of a 
oon8ultaUon on a apeoiiio problem. Nor do I mean ti choke off saient&fti 
rneetinge altogether. I do feel that there are too many of them irl the aggregate, 
no etter how high their individual merits. Ae an altarnative, I would suggest 
the utili$ of a aourae of travel funds tdhiuh lindivldual soientista oould use 
for personal uonsultations with one another on apeoifiu problems. 

This ia a large answer to a small question, Dr. Rivers, but before I give 
a dd Mte mply to your invitition I would be grateful for the benefit of 
your oormen eS . 

Pours sincerely, 


