June 6, 1956

Dr. Thomas M, Rivers

National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis
120 Broadway _

New York 5, N.Y.

Dear Dr, Rivers:

Thank you for your very oordial letter of Juns 5. Mr, O'Connor has made
a gracious gesture whose intentions my colleagues and I are bound t& appre-—
clate very much. Let me add that I was personally very grateful to be able
to participate in the meeting earlisr thls year which reviewsd Dr, Sabin's

During the past few years, however, I have been murturing a growing con-
viction that genersl scientific meetings have proliferated beyond the point
of maximum usefulness. During thias year, for example, there will have been
at least five different meetings at which the genetic functions of nucleic
acida comprise a major toplc. It 1s difficult for a sclentist to refuse an
invitation to attend such a meeting. Apart from consideratlons of prestige
(and we have %o admit that even scisntlsts are not immune to them), one hates
to offend the offerer, particular when the tender is in such a cordial spirit,
and there is always the temptation of revisiting old friends, perhaps even the
chance to make new ones and learn new facts., In reviewing my corregpondence
of the laat year I find, however, that dseasplte having refused morse than half
the requests that I had received, the trips I did make resulted in a serious
discontinuity in my wekk in the laboratory. I would be hard put to say that
any one of these trips was not worth the time, but in the aggregate they have
made me less of a sclentiat 1f, somswhat dublously, more of an orator.

On the whole, I would suggest that My, O'Connor's gift might constitute
an even mopre pointed gift to scisnce if they could help find a solution to
this problem, to help sclentiets ward off temptation, and help them stay in
their laboratories for morie work and less talk. I wculd have made a conspicu-
ous exception for the Sabin meeting, as it was more in the character of a
consultation on a specific problem. Nor do I mean to chcke off sclentific
meetings altogether. I do feel that therse are too many of them in the aggregate,
no matter how high their individual merits. As an alternative, I would suggest
the utility of a source of travel funds which individaal sclentists could use
for personal consultations with ona another on specific problems.

This 1s a large answer to a small wuestion, Dr. Rlvers, but bafore I give
a daf inites reply to your invitation I would bs grateful for the benefit of
your comuents.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua T.ederhsre




