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Dear Jernies .

1 am writinc you now at the urgent behalf of Joris Rotman, 4s you know, .
Boris took up a position in Chile last summer, Since that tire his wife o
Raquil has been su’fering an increasing disability due to a conpenital Wp .
ailment and her physiclans have now advised that she return to Hew York for - .
corrective surgery. This will necessitate that she and 3oris live in New York

for about 5 months beginning the middle of noxt March, In addition toa

naturul desire to contime his scientific activity, 3oris is, of course, Con= .
cerned about keeping his hezd above water finencizlly, He has thercfore asked ST
rme to do what I could to facilitate his Zinding at least a temporary position

in the Hew York srea, I am afraid I do not have many more details on his plans, -
‘and I have suggested to him thot he communicate directly with a mrber of -
people who might be interested, However, I thought that you might have a special
interest in an opportunity to have him in your laboratory for a fixed period of

time, and so 1 thought I would write to you myself, T

I think "ou've met Boris and are probably acquainted with some -of his work
so I don't have to sive you a detailed reference., lle did an outstanding joh,
of course, with 3ol Spiegelnan on the isolation of E. coll lactsse and the identi-
fication of the carbon sources for its induced surfaces., Much of that work. has
not yet been published, e did an equally rood experimental job in blowing up -
some o uhe nonsense sbout long-term adaptation in yeast., While he was here he !
was working, of coursec, on the problem of crypticity of lactase, and succeeded
pretty well in blowing up most of the elementary notions that one would have to
begin with, At thc present time e has taken up interest in the penetrztion of
DA into hacteria but this is just a beginning nprojecte Doris is an urmsually
skilled m.n in the laboratory and a very helpful person to have around, aside
from the ori-inulitvy of his own work, iis =.eech defcet is »rohatly the main
obstacle to his hiving achieved much wider recognition, I therefore suggest him
to you, “ernie, not only in a spirit of compassion but ome of possible great ade
vantage to your laboratery amd yourscl?, If you are intercsted, and capable,
of pursuing this matier furiher would you just corrmnicate directly with him at
the Tollowing address: Doris Rouman, Instituto de Quimica Fisiologica, Universidad
de Chile, Jorgoio 1170, Santiago, Chile, I am surc Doris would also be very
appreciative of any other sugrestions or references you might make for him.

Yours sincerely,

o - Joshua Lederberg ,
JL:nhn ‘ : Professor of Genetics
P, S, I have beer hoping to get a promisecd marxusérip‘h from &ou for some time. ,
We are just starting a cearch ourselves ‘or a broad category of wall-less ‘ T
mitauts, but have so far had indifferent Success ’ - (owr)
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