March 5, 1955

¥r, Louis C. Romell

Chalrman, Committee on Trans portation
Wisconsln State Assembly

State Capitol, Madison, Wis,

Dear Assemblyman Romall:

Perhaps it takes only the ghastly occurrence of a serious automobile acci-
dent to rouse people from their apathy to highway safety. Unfor tunately, the
incident that happened tp provoke this letter occurs all too often, and when
it does mgy touch the hearts and feelings of many people beyond those who
suffer lnjuries directly.

The ciroumstances of this partlcular accident suggest that the availability
of a safety belt might have made all the difference. I realize that there are
many technicalitiss involved with this subject, and I alac know that the legls-
lature is preoccupled with many other pressing problems. For this reason we
are maklng a speclal plea that proposed leglslation on the squipment of new
cars with saféby belts be glven the most careful, unblassed attention by your
comuittes. It would be impossible for any man of compassion to approach this
kind of issue with a partdsan spirit, and I know that will not be a considera-
tion. I do fear that the public is not yet well enough informed for the interest
to be expressed that would certainiy follow more extensive discussion and hearings.
Perhaps there 1s alsoc soms misunderstanding that there might be an attempt to
compsl, by legislation, the invariasble use of safety bslts, to which, naturally,
there may be some resistance. These lssues of technical merit and public intermst
wlll be resolved if the matter is fully probed. Ve are urfing that it be given
a high priority amcng the posaible means of lmproving highway safety conditions.

It 1s impossible, and would be irrelevant, to convey the persohal anguish
which this accldent has visited on us. The point 1s just that things like this
“happen all the time®",

¥, Wright 1s a student in this department, s research assistant, and a scientdst
of high pgomlse, His condition still does not allow any prediction of the outcoms.
The signatories of the accompanying informal petition are just a few of his
friends, colleagues and teachers, including virtaally all of the professorial
staf £ of the CGenetics Department. These signatures are not, I belleve, an uncon-
sldered emotlonal reaction, but a temperate conclusion that safety belts may be
one important means of reducing the toll of the highways.

P.S. Mr. Peter Day was one of the

mentioned survivors of the accident. Tours s incerely,
I believe he would be available for

testimony, if evidence of that sort

. Joshua Lederber g
uwld be 3
Zﬁy way. helpful to the committee in (Professor of Genstics

Unlversity of Wisconsin)



NDear Mr. Hoems1l:

Pleuse accept the enclosupe as a postscript t my letter of March 5. The
sizaatures belong to a aumber «f the sbtalf at the Departeent of Blochemistry,
but are entered, «f course, in u purely priw.te cupacity.

Yours s incerely,

Joshus Lelersber:

847 ‘Fugenia- Aver;u‘e»s



