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yillions of lives, re’scued from 
disease, addiction and poisoning, 
stand today in livine‘evidence of 
the research gifts Gf Dr. Arthur 
L. Thtum of th$ University of 
Wisconsin. 

But as the 70-yeaFold profes- 
f$or.and chairman OL the Depart- 
ment *f Pharmacology terminates 
hip long and brilliant ‘career in 
retirement, few of the myriad 
lives he has touched--the rescued 
dmg addicts, the cured syphilitics, 
the victims of drug poisoning 
brought back to .life-will ‘recap 
nize ?lis contributions. 

In that respect Dr. Tatum is 
bimdf a victim-a victim of the 

i- .anahymity of the laboratory re- 
__ ,.y._ .a@$@ wor&er,.For it was in. the 

reaTm^‘;iTe test tube gndfhe ex- 
perimental animal that the ques- 
tioning, probing scientist brought 
new hope to the more unfortu- 
nate of mankind. ’ 

Dr. Taturn’s spliere of influence 
extends far beyond the laboratory 
finding. In nearly a half-dentury 
of teaching, the friendly, quiet-, 
spoken pharmacologist, physiolog-~ 
i&t, and chemist has left his mark 
on hundreds of students, many’of 
them famom today. 

instructor in chemistry at the 
UniversitY of Colorado. In 1913 

+++, 
he received his Ph.D. from the ‘Early in his research career Dr. 
Unfversity of Chicago, and the Tatum investigated conditions in- 
fqllowing ‘year was graduated in valving malfunction of the thyroid 

x medicine from Rush Me,dical ~01~ gland. Next he turned to a study 
Iege. - of hypotie drugs. He was particu- 

larly interested in the treatment 
During the “,ez ‘Lee Years be of narcotic poisoning. As a result 

served first as instructor in phys- of this research Dr. Tatum de- 
iolog# at the University of Penn- veloped the use of a dru$ called 
Sylvania and then as professor picrotoxin to combat the fre- 
of physiology at the University of quently fatal effects of overdoses 
South Dakota. In 1918 he joined of barbiturates (sleeping pills). 
the tic&y of the University of , Tbfs study led bim into an in- 
Chicwo as assistant professor of vestigation of chronic drug,,pois- 
phartfia-eology and later was rais- oning and drug addiction. During 
ad to the status of associate pro- this reseafeb Dr. Tatum clarified 
fewH. the differences between drugs 
. I# :@me to the ‘University of that stimulate such cocaine and 
base&@ ‘&I l@@ with the ra& drugs thitt d&es& such as ‘mor- 
of ,ppfessor-- &nd ,&ie fopw&g pbine, and t eir chemical eqtiva- 
yelir,ihe assunred chairmanshfp lents. He als ,made observations % 

. of t3s@ Itepartment of Pharmacal- ,$ich today pre. the bases for 
wk., ,.%,‘.... 
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Dr. A. L. Tafum I 

*arty-two Year$x?l!atum 
‘aced his group of students and 
was launched on a career of guld- 1 
ng young minds. Today his stu-i 
lents, reflect in the positions they 
lold, much of the sound scientific 
oundation he laid for them; a 
arge number of them ho1.d highly, 
esponsible posts. It is prdbable 
hat Dr. Tatum has turned out. 

Dr. Tatum was born in WalI more professors of pharmacology, 
” Lake, Iowa, in 1884. Twenty-one and for that matter. departmental 

years later he graduated from beads, than py other pharmacol- 
Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa, ogs department in the country. 
with a bachelor of science degree. Inextricably interwoven with 
Chemistry was then his chosen those 42 years of teaching are 40 
field and for the next two years years of research. In that time 
he was a fellow in chemistry at many knotty. scientific problems 
tb6 .lJniversity of Iowa while he. have engaged his energy/ his 
earned his master of science ,de- time, and his mind: more’ than 
gree. 175 publications bear witness to 

From 1997 to 1910 he served as this. 


