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L L March 19, 1941,
Dr. G, VW, Readle B
Department of DBlology

Stanford University

California

Dear Doctor Beadle:

Thanks for your lstter of Merch 13, wnich carries the
good news that you are doing some fine work on nutrition of the fungl,
I will send you ln s day or two s culture of Neurospora racently
obtalned from Bersmda. It is just fruliting, 50 trat 7 don'i know
vhether 1t 1s an elght-spored cr a four-spored specles. T% will then
be neceasary to test out by crossing to determine whether it s a
different specles fronm what we have had, DBubt you will not nesd to
worry so much about i1ts icentiflcation as long as it 41s & pure culturs,
This s cerbeinly a "wild" type because it was found %n the woocds
growing on en o1d ploce of psper and on some ceder losves,

Fature spores of leurospora crassa and Y, sitophila always
contaln two nuclel wnless they are lorge spores,.thep THOT Wolld cone
taln Tour, depending on Liow many nuclel were orisinglly InclucCed in
the apore vlien it was delimited, Of course, there was nnly one
nuclsun Included orizinglly Af the ascus is elght-spcred, In a race
of I, Yetrasperns which T have, the presence of a dominant lothal
seems To prevent spore delimitation in a falrly large percentage of
casexz; bulb the elzrklt nuclel ssem to divide again befcre degenerating,
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Conidla of spacles of II, siltophlla vary greatly in siz
end in merphology. It is hard to disTinguizy batween tyus conidla
and fragmonts ol kyphee which break up and serve as conldin,
Ordirarlily normal conidia would have several nuclel, but secondary
end tertlisry conidla that are developed in culture Followlng
germluatlon ol the monillold conidia are much smaller, Tho tertlary
conlcla probably contain cnly a sinzle nucleus becaunse they arve
about o small as tho microconldia. I am sendinz you one or two
papers that contain sgome of trls Informatlion but I you have a flle
o iycologzla you could find rabther complete accounts of the muclear
situectlon In varlous pspers that I have published. Dr. Robdins has
Ziven me some different kinds of medla to grow races of leurosnora on,
but we are not followlng up your problem, e is pleased tO Boso Inat
you are carrying out some experliments along this llne., !MNelanospora
destruens ly an Interesting funsus vihilch pops up every now and L.che
Sorry It is aot heterothallie, o~

walloch,

¥Wilth best wlgshes aad re;ards to Dr,

Sincerely vours,

De $. Dodge e
Pathocloslat A ,/LA/] ‘
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