
BRISTOL LABORATORIES fNCORPOl?ATED 
SYRACUSIi 1, NEW YORK 

December 28, 1954 

Dr. Joehua Lederberg 
Department of Genetic8 
Univerrity of Wieconrin 
Madieon 6, Wisconsin 

Dear Jorhr 

While in the procees of evaluating long-term program@ that we have 
going here, I wondered if your intereate ml#t not coincide with ours to the 
extent that it would be to everyone’s benefit to get together, We are intereeted 
in recombination in the Actinomycetea a8 well a@ Penicillium, although to my 
knowledge there ianIt any data published supporting its existence in the former 
group. We have made obeervationr from time to time that are coneiotent with the 
hypotherir that recombination doer occur in the Actinomycetea but we haven’t clear- 
cut data to support it. Becauee thir ie an area that haa obvious implications for 
the antibiotic industry, we are carrying out some work along these lines. 

When I was at Wisconsin last year you mentioned that you were getting a 
post-doctoral fellow to work on Actinomycetee in your laboratory. I therefore 
wondered if you might be intereeted in pursuing the line of research indicated 
above. I have in mind a retup whereby Brietol Laboratorier will uupport with no 
stringr attached a graduate lrtudent or poet-doctoral fellow to work In the field of 
recombination in the Actinomycetee under your direction. Presumably he would work 
with an organism of non-commercial interest and in so doing develop techniques that 
might be ueeful to u6 in carrying out similar work en commercially important strains, 
To further this latter arpect I would like to make arrangements for you to be a 
consultant for ue with ,the idea of aiding this phase of our program. 

If you think you might be intereoted in thie type of arrangement, then let 
me know and we can explore Borne of the details. I don’t know whether you have any 
conaultantehip arrangements with other firms but if you do there may be clome 
difficulty arising should it involve certain competitorrr. But we can consider that 
later. 

Please extend my best regarda to Eather. 

Sincerely yours, 

BRISTOL LABORATORIES IBC. 

36 seph Lein, Director 
Microbiological Research 
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