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ma rsxkafaller hivoteity 

mar Dr. I&erbsrgr 
I n writing on bshalf of ths Dshavloral bratology Society and - asking for your 
help and support. Ths Bhsvioral mxatolow &xi&y was established in 1979 by a 
group of researohecs interested in behavioral dysfumtions that might result from 
prenatal Esposute to certain agents. 5he thalldonidc catastrophe made all of us 
keenly aware that sevsrs and obvious birth dobcts could Le caused by prenatal 
esposurc to so8 agsnts. Us now know that sam nutritional and envi-ntal 
factors, chemicals, and drugs can also causs later tehavioral affscts, in the 
absenca of gross physical ~lformations, rhrn .48mmue to them occ"rs early in 
dweloprent. Ihcw effects can includa mtal mtardation or msw subtle hchavioral 
problems such a‘ hypmractivity. Behavioral tormtolagists are intsnstad in examining 
the relationship bstvccn prenatal exposure to them agents and later bshvioral cFftcts. 

Ihe Brhavioeal Teratology Society has grown rapidly in the last few y-eats, and nov meets 
each year as a satellite session of the ‘Ihratology Society. In the last few years, we 
have sponsored symposia on various topics including fetal alcohol effects and the 
dcvelo~m~rltal sffccts of early exposure to heavy metals. mis -year our sysposiun 
will bc on the rffccts of mdvmutrit ion during prcqnnancg. In addition to this 
symj~siun. paper and roster sessions covering a wide range uf topics will also La 
rncluded. 

AS the Swzicty has gcovn, the cost of sponsoring these various symposia and sessions 
has also grow. At. present our sdministratiw costs am primarily brne by tlLc 
Teratology Society and contributicxw from a few concerned rompmias a”d philAnthropic 
organizations such as the Msrch of Dinrs. Howwt, n need assistance in sponsoring J 
the symposium on nutrition. ~ewral eminent scientists will he contacted. and we 
would likt, hell‘ to ,leFr~y scne of their costs while attendin thn rwrtinq. 


