
May 22, 1562 

Dr. Yaruyuki Takagi 
Department of Medical Chemfstry 
Medical School Kanerawa Unfversfty 
Tsuchltoriba Nagamachi, 
Kan*rawa, Japan 

Dear Dr. Takagi: 

Please let me thank you and your colleagues for your very 
friendly hospitality whfls we were in Japan and visiting Kanarawa. 

I have looked up the reference by Kahn and Harris on the 
selection of a methionfne auxotroph that I had mentioned to Dr. Okada 
as belng sairevhat parullel to the selectlon of thymine mutsfats as 
he has beerr doing. They hav2 a purely empirfcal observstim and it 
appeared in ths Journal of Bacteriology 44: 717-718, 1942. P,s you 
may rscognlrc, this date was somewhat before the current era of 
analysfs, and their Interpretation of their findings eannot be 
accepted. I have several recellectfons of having repeated the 
empirical finding In 1945 and there Is no reason todoubt it@s accuracy. 
Would you pass thls on to Dr. Dkada? In view of the ana@gy between 
mfnopterin and sulphanilqide it might be amusing to inquire whether 
one would obtain methfonine auxotrophs if just methionlne Is added to 
the treatment with aminopterin. 

Cordially, 

Joshua i&berg 
Professor of Genet Its 

Jc 


