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Mamh 21, 1973 

Dr. orlo Ciferra 
xstituto di Genetica 
Universita di Pavia 
via sant Eplfanls, 14 
2?1uo Pavia, Italy 

mar FmBfessor Ciferri: 

Institute for Scientific Information 
325 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106, U.S.A. 
Telephone: 21 S/923-3300 

Telex: 84-5305 
Cable: SCINFO 

.Dr. Lederberg has sent me your letter to him of March 8, 1973, 
c0ncerain.g Plant Science Letters. I regretthatyoudid notorrrite 
to me personally bf3r'O~~ but 1 itm 0ay glad e0 lesvn 0r Josh@6 interest 
In tl&3 problem. 

Withfewexceptions, X do not recall a journal about which I have &ad 
rw)re discussioms In a low tima. When I was in Strasbourg last fall 
I explained ISI's problems in great detail to ProDlea8or Well. 

Since I aaatbme nowreco~~)riug frumthe flu, I mint- get off a 
quick note to you assuring you tl2ixt tha matter is being attxmded to 
from our side. But your letter is the first t,i'BB 1 have heard that 
Elsetier Is tilling to eubsldize the cost oi cawmitsg your journal la 
Current Cmtonts/Life Science8 8nd thereby la the Science Citation Index. 
I do ~~~a11 that we had said me would COv81 the jOU& in Cilrmnt me- 
c!ont8nts/~~.?rlcultnm, iiiolony G 3nviron~ntal Scdences but that sty lx9 
MntiRgODt u:xm LXXi~GZtZiZi Or Ol%3r COtlSlf63~l;LiXiGL~. In order to add it 
rem&g? haveto drogromeother journal. 

Lat me make it clear that journal selectIon la CC ia uot conditioned 
4 pqmentof a fee. i3utthentm must select those journalsofwidest 
interest to our readers. 

cordlszly gourfl, 

SSM -’ /cc: Dr. J. Isderberg ‘-?--A 
( 

P.B. I have just l-mt3a the problem is one Involving the signinff 
by Elsevier of a otonciard copyright 8fswmrmt and the renegotiation 
Of QxiSting QLdigatiQtUI on our pat?t to pmvlde th0ir jOUrn& sdltors 



Dr. orlo clferrl 
mm l+m 
March 21, 1973 

exchange complimentary subscriptions to Current Contents. We 
can no longer afford the latter and we need the protection of 
the copyright agreelpent, which we have obtained Zrom Academic, 
BbUdIWdl., 8tC. 

If the agreement Is signed we intend to cover six Elsetier 
journals, Including yours, in Current Contents/Agriculture, Bfoloq 
k Environmental Sciences. If your journal is to be cov~fred in 
Current Cont~nts/I~ifo Sciences this year and next, tbsn we must 
have the paymznt of $10 per article to cover the indexiag and 
lletlw costs introlved. No one from Elssvler has indicated to us 
that this fee will be paid. Aud, as I have said, we are still 
awaiting *their further wurd on the agreement. I suggest you 
telephone someone at the top In Elsevier to see what else cau be 
done to expedite the matter. 

When dealing Bith such a large publisher it Is impossible to make 
individual ad hoc decisions about journals and I am sorry if you 
feel you are caught in the crunch: 
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