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BRCK co N‘TRH I NAT t 054 __In -u t 0: wi? 1 be SO~JZ time, but ul timatel \I space craft 
may be reeowwed on earth after having made at least an atmospherfc 
entry at af3o%heP planet. Can we assess the acceptable toierancg for 
the risk of a “c0ntarni~atIon” af the earth. Should ohis be l0 d 18, ,..? 
Ageln”rt SU6h a tolernr,ca, hcei would w”, aatsh the a priori Sikellhood of 
a deleterious effect of back-contamination? Perhaps even more than In 
the issue of planetary ~nfcctian we have to compute expectations by 
takang a limit product that amounts tocx$&O. Hweuea-, it is easier 
to insist on defending the earth than other planets. There wit I be 
soms time before this issue has to bc3 dee3ded, but we should start 
SGme imaginative tf?inkSn 

f! 
on the possfbie consequences of re-infection. 

Human disease per se is In my opinfon] the least ? 9kely but far 
frm the only possibiifty. 

B%RS PRDBE The mission discussed at our last session haa bean cancelled 
for the time being. As I ur,derstand it the projected power requirements 
for guidance end stabilization left too little snargfn for communicatfons 
and a useful axperFm&z. One consolation is the t3= this gives to 
per feet the exper fments . ?he next missisns are likely to be lu:+w 
kits or grazes ui th the aim of a clsse-trp picture. 

ORGANtLATIBN This 3s always puzzling. Enc!osed is a reference to Ihe 
SicGtGonautics CarpTttee, of which Cafvit~ 1s a wmber. ---- J do no& 
kt3c.w what is the outeG4mE Of any of disco!Ss7ons on its resatIonshlps 
tc ather groups. Yhs enclosure indlcartes the speria? reiationship of 
the ComGt$ee to the military and to the man-ln-space programs. 
The &ace SeZenee Board of -ulu- the NAS is a successor to the iGY committee* 
It has been acivisory msTnty ts EtASA and in the early forafation of 
gWici*t3i policy tn space science. As an organ & the NAS the Board 
seeks to express the CORS~SUS of scgentlfic Judgment. fhe chairman 
of the Space Sc8exc Board 1s Lloyd Berkner; appointments to ft are made 
by Detlcv Bronk as presSdent of the Academy. 

The role of embtoiogy in the space program 8s crystal1 iz?tng; 
it can now be n?xwrl! explicitly represented by virtue of my own recent 
appointmen’c “co the Board. westcx has been da fetcfn one of the sub- 
cammittses oil the Board; it should perhaps be mre formally recognized as 
5uci1, as shot~!d come about without dtfficulty. 

OTHER lwds -.- Davfes is presenting a paper on decontamination of pro$es at 
the !ntcrPztional Astronautfcs Congress in ~AMI&XI early in September. 
Some members of Westex have been coopted to Calvin’s group of the 
Bioastronautics subccmmfttce. 
Hale for the week of tke 13th. 

fhere 1s a meeting scheduled at Woods 
f hops we may have a report on thHs 

either by circular or at Westex-lc. The overlapping m&ership should 
facTi I itate interebange of infor+=tion and fdeas. 


