June 18, 1960

Mr. 8.A. Derdyshire

Space Sclence Board

Nationa! Academy of Sclences
2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington 25, 0.C.

Dear George:
Asference, your letter of June 7.

1. | can ses no drastic reasons to resct strongly to the proposal thet m
fecal wastes be jettisoned elther In terrestrial orblt or In lunar landing )
missions. Whatever risks sre involved are slready éncompassed In the (/\

hazard of flying the astronaut himself. There might ,xhowever, be some ®

more smotional resction to this that ocught to be cautioned agalinst and kept

in mind In dotalling the disposal. It would be unfeortunate If large amounts

of cantaminated materis! wars Indescriminately scattered over the lunar

surfece, sspeclally 1f this were done In such a wey as to make It Impossible

to ldentify the point of deposition. Again, this is a hazard that may very

well attach to man himself, but there is no point In going out of our way

to creats difficuities. Such westes should, thersfore, be deposited only

in hermetically sealed containers together with substantial amounts of some

long lived radloactive isotope that could be used retrospectively as a tracer.

Such deposits should also be made only In the Immedlate vicinity of sites

well established as lunar bases, the vicinity of which will have to be regarded

§ potentially highly contaminated in any case.

These considerations should be sufficlently self evident, particularly iIn
regard to the avoidance of less well Informed reactions that | do not belleve
there Is much point in organizing any specisl discussion unless the reactions
to your letter indlicate a wide divergence of aplulon. These remarks are not
intended as an endorsement of a contamination pollicy st the present time, but
reflect the belief that befores manned lunar flights are actually sttempted we
will have sufficient informetion about the luner enviromment to better svaluste
the general hazards of lunar contmminstion.

The bibllography on Wm has very dublous value
by camparison with the other tation activities to which NASA Is now

comittedd. However, you will understand that my resction to this material
Is conditioned by my own special Interssts which may not be quite congrusnt
with those of people more sctively concerned with the fleld of space medicine.
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Rather than expend much cmrr{ on this particular Issue, | think the Board
eould serve a much more usefu! function by watchedogging the whole Informstion
pregram In NASA or at least belng sure thet this doss have the benefit of
eritical review by sclentists who use it. (On the whole | think they are

doing very wall now, but this Is gust by comperison with the medieval programs
in the handling of informetion in other agencles.)

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetlcs
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