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Mr. Elliott Ca Levinthal

Stanford University School of Medicine
Stanford Medical Center

Department of Genetics

Palo Alto, Calif,

Dear Elliott:

Many thanks for sending along the lLederberg
columns., Even more thanks for getting me off the dime
on re-appraising the possible use of Lederberg in The
Chronicle,

My feeling now is that about one out of two
would be a column I would very much like to see in the
paper. The one that misses is in most cases too
specialized, in content and probably in readership,
But 50 per cent is still a high, high batting averagea

As a result of all this, a complicated and
still iffy situation has developed. The Washington Post
tells us that they have an inquiry about the column
from the San Jose Mercury and are committed to wait un—
til March 22 for the Mercury's decision before they can
make a sale to The Chronicle, If that comes to pass,
Howard Simons of the Post says it would be agreesble
to him (and presumably to Lederberg) if we excluded
occasional columns that were not of general enough
interest.

S0 there we stand at the moment. Whatever
the conclusion, it was certainly a happy thing meeting
you, and Fhoda, at the Kornbergs.

Reg

Wilpiam German
Neg@s Editor
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