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Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

It is good to have your letter of September 23. I, too, have recalled 
withpleasure ourassociationthroughthe Jane CoffinChildsMemorislFund. 
In fact I have had a sense of pride for the Fund as I have heard the fine things 
said about yotu? work in the years since you went to the University of W isconsin. 

Regarding your question as to the need for pointing out in future 
requests the pertinence and significance of your studies to the problem of 
cancer, I would say that there is no obligation to do so. However, since there 
willbe fewpresent- 0ftheCancerCounci.l servingwhenthetimu? ccmes 
to review your long-form application for additional years of support beyond 
those alreadycmmitted, itm ight~lpthenexcauncilarclllberstounderstand 
your concept of the relation of your work to the cancer problem if you were to 
provide a brief discussion of It in the appropriate place in the application. 

There is no secret about the reason for transfer of your project aud 
others fromthe general grantprogramto one or auother of the categorical 
&rant Pr-. At the time  applications were originally assigned to heart, 
cancer, general aud other grant program for consideration there was no infor- 
ma tion available as to the final appropriation that would be available for 
each of these programs. Subsequent to the Council meetings, however, the 
Congress increased sane of the appropriations considerably and reduced others 
slightly. !l!he net result of this was the possibility that scme of the appli- 
cations assigned to the less favored progrms m ight be deprived of support be- 
cause of the arbitrary assignment. !Fherefore, all of the applications in the 
less affluent programs were reexamined for possibility of support f'rcan other 
x=8==- The national Advisory Caucer Council found that your project and 
some others notpreviouslyassignedtothemfor reviewcouldbe considered to 
have sufficient significance for the probla of cancer to permit support with 
cancer funds. 

W ith warm persmal regards, 
. 

Sincerely yours, _ 

RGM:rl 
cc: Dr. E. P. O ff'utt 

Chief, Research Grants & Fellowships Branch 


